
P/CIURES DRAWN
BY NAMICBAMB

SURv/vORs
Edited by Jopon

Brcndcosttng
Corporatton

, '  I  ' ;

, 1 - , : ,
t ; .
.it *.:, ..

l : i r '
' -  j  -

: L ;

I  . . r- : : ,

" ' : : - | t
l- :.
; I  !

. -  : , 4

,)] r;,
,,1 ,;
i "

t .
j '

l:- :,

.t)'. 1 '

"U nforgettable Fire is tremendo usly moving-more moving thon ony
book of photogrophs of the honor could be, becouse whot is registered

is what hos been burned into the minds of the survivorsl'
-JOHN HERSEX duthor of Hiroshima
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PREFACE

._- ".lT.:"1:.lal 
of picrures about.the A_Bombexperience as drawn byrne suryrvors was stated bv Niopon Hoso Kyokai 1lltUK;,1apan nroaa_casting Corporation.. The imp.ru5 ror rhrs proJe.r came when one survi_

. vor brought a hand_drawn picure to NiJKls Hiroshimu oml. .ff,.
collection was introduced on tilevision ""a ."niut.J uiii. i"u".. Lut,r,..C€nter in Hiroshima City August I to August 6, 1975. The exhibition hallwas filled with excitement u.,i d..p .^r:,i.". i ".i.iliir" *iin ,r,,:,::,::,"19,*,",J.,,he ir impressions had been pi"J'i" ,i"'rrair"a _.,
9u,Ltrr] rrrrcq. rvrore lmpressron notes continued to come in until morethan ten. notebooks werc piled up. Some .r ,r,.r. ".i., ..nJiirri-irr.pictures be. displayed not only in Japan but Jr" i^i.*in"".J"*"* ,"order that this cruel situation si,o.,li b.,rid.ly kro*r,.

Thirty yean have oassed since the A-Bo-t *u, a.opp.a. The mem_ory of how things werc in Hiroshrma at that time is beine foreotten. lt istneretore neces-sary,to appeal to the people ofJapu" urra o?*r"._o.ta tnutthert be no "No More Hiroshimal,-Thl pictires in tfrl, froJ uJ o.,fy u

Ff,lff iJ+yi,:rxtl.itr"Ttii;,i,,i*;*:,:*::*,*il*
a rrorld in which rhe diflusion o[ nr,. l"r. ,J",  ̂ ^.- ' :;;*, ^-l_ _ ]J
tence ol all humanity 

nuclear weapons is threatening the ex$-

. The pictures are a vivid documentary ofthe miserable scenes ol.that
11l.1lpy*n thirty years have passed. The -._r.i.r,1,."rr.J l" ,rr.mrncs ot Ihe sun/rvors,.arc u nforgettable I photographs cannot express thestrong rmpressions which these pictures, drawn- by the actual ,ri_iuor.,
ffSf 

We hop 
that all of you can urrdentand the hear-t_f.f ,..i1. ,f ,nsr''vors as you look at the individuar pictures of thi, .olt..iio,.r. wethani those of you who participated i., tt," -o,r"-.r,ii f"i"U, i."i f*Posterity Pictures about the Atomic-Bomb 1..*" Iry Ci;i"1,, ""ahelped in so many different wavs.

June, 1975
NHK Chugoku Area Chief

SoJr MATSUMoTo



HIROSHIMA ON THAT DAY

That  rnorn ing .  . . . . .
On August 6, 1945. t lre molning sLarLed it ith a cloudlcss blttc

sky chalacteristi(: of the lnland Sca's sutnmet. Irr Xlarclh tht: Jtig
Tokl'o air raicl had kil lcd 120,000 i: it izens. -\ lanv othcr- cit ies itr

Japan u'ere also violcntly bomlred arncl bur-necl lry t lrc Anrcr-ic an art '
attacks so that many non-c.rm l)atitnts continuccl Lo bc cru,'1lv kil lccl.
In April American armccl lbrccs landccl on Okinau'a irtrcl thc l ' ]role
islancl bccamc a battlc{ield. 90.000.Japancsi: solcliet's wcrc kil lctl

arid 100,000 cir, i l ians di<l. Japani:se people criccl loucLlv that thcv
rvould fight a clccisive l latLle on the tnainlantl.

Hiroshima r-r:maint cL rrnhatmccl. A rvilcl lLrmor spreacl that
tlrc Americans $rere not bombing in Hiroshina bccausc it rvas a
religious city r,vith many Budclhist bcli i :vers. Tliough not knorvn
:rt the timc, in fact, the -,\nrt 't icirn rnil i tary hacl orclcrccl t ltat Hilo-
shima be spared fronr bombinu- raids iri orclcr to la.tcr- cllculatc
accuratcly the lull effecLs oi thc,\-Bomb.

Hiroshima dcvclopccl on thc delta aL tho moutll of t lre Ota
Rivcr th2rt ran fiom the ChLrgoku mountairts into tht: Sr:to Iniancl

Sca. In l inc l ' i th the \l lerj i govern[lent's policy to makc thc coun-
try ricfi and the army strong, Fliroshinri l l)ccamc a stlategic centcr
lor thc Jzrpanese nil i tarv. Fronr F[iroshima's L]j inzr Polt solclicrs
rccruitccl from all ovr:r Japan ivcre scnt to battle on thc Asiltn

contincrlt. As \Vorlcl \\rar II continutcl, I l irc-,shinta clcr clopccl
: . - r ^  -  - ^ : ^ -  - l l l r . , - . ,  ^ i + .

Belbre daybrcak of August 6 an air raiicl l larnr u'as givcn in

H i rosh ima.  A t  7 :00  A.N ' [ .  anothc l  a i l  ra ic l  a la rm r tas  sor tnc led .
Btrt at 7 : 3l A.M. the all cleat u'as givcn. Soldicrs at t lre alt i-
aircrali machinc guns on the rooli o[ thi: mil itar-v installLtions rLnd

munitions ihctories u'crc lclcascd by an ait- cleli:nsc ortlcr.

Just bcforc the htefirl nroment thc si:ven tit 'ets rt 'hich lan

through the city lookccl stag-nant bicause of thc high ticle ancl rc-
{lected thi: cleep-blue ol the sumnrcr sky. \{earin... l lork clothcs
ancl gaiteis, rvith air delense hoocls tlrrorvn back, peoplc \ 'vcrc tun-
ning on the bigg and sma1l bridges tl iroughout thc city. One ofthcse
rvas thc Aioi Bridge, an unusual l--t,vpe briclge. lt rvas the titrgct of
the ,,\-Bomb. The mobil ized students, i:r-en school uirls, rvere
hurrying to thc munitions f.rctories by strcctcar. A horse-cLa$n

larmer's cart, taking nightsoil l iom the citv to outl,ving farms,



It,lJ

r. : i .- . . , ,  .
:  t : : . : : . i . ,

passecl by at a lcisurely pace with a clop-clop noise. Small clouds
of dust rose hcre ancl there among the cror,vded, t i le-roofccl houscs.
These shor'ved that u'ork had begun on pull ing clorvn cvacuateci
buildings to makc compulsory firclanes. Member.s of the \,\.omcn's
Society o[ Labor Scrvice, National Voltintccrs h-om the suburban
districts, and junior hieh school students put thcir lunchcs in tht:
shade ofnearby tr"ees bclore bcginning a lone day of su,caty, clusry
work.

In public offlces anci businesses workers hacl lrceun thcirjobs
after"their sccLion chiels irad given their mornins insimctions. In
public schools morning assembiics l iad begun becausc er-en cluring
sumner r':rcation, stuclents r,r 'ho had not bet:n cr-ar:uated l.rad lessorrs
there. Litt lc t:hildren l 'ere busv plavine in the strccts. Thcre
\\,erc cvcn lbrcigners in Hir-oshima. Several thousand KoreiLrrs
u'ho l iacl lr i:cn takcn l iom their country $'ere i{orkins as lbrcecl
laborcrs in an armamcnt l ictor-),. Thcre rverc somc loreign studcnts
Iiom Soutlteast Asjan countr-ics. And there rvcrc e\,t:n Americans,
PO\V Armv pilots u'ho had been shot doiln. Sudclcnly a Jrtl l  rang
in the broadcasting dcpartment of NHI{. It u,as a rvarning gi.,.rn
from the Almv I lc:rdquarti:r-s ol ' Chugoku District. -I 

l .re .odio ur.r-
noun< er began to r-i:ad thc bulletin, "Cliugoku District Arnrv Inl,cr-
nration. Tlrrcc eneml' airplanes havc been spotted over thc Saijo
area..." JLrst thcn thcrc r,vas a dreadli l sl.raking and loud crash of
i i 'on anci conctetc. The announccr rvas thrown into thc air.

T h e F l a s h : 8 : 1 5
Thc A-llon.rJr, l hich u'as nicknamcd "Litt lc l loy,,, was droppe cl

lrom the B 29. I lnola Gay. It cxploded 570 mcters above thc
ground r'r ' i th a l ight blue flash. Thc diarnctcr cl thi: f ircball rvas
100 meters  and the  tcmpera turc  a t  i t s  Lcn t r r  \ \as  3U0,000"  C.
Soon aftcr thc explosion black and rl 'hitc smokc cor.crcti t l tc u.holc
city and rose thousancls of meters hish. Thc pressurc ol'thc blast
dircctly uncler the centcr of the explosion I,as firm +.5 to 6.7 tons
pcr squarc meter. \Vooden houses r,r, ' i thin a radius of trvo kilo-
metcrs ol the hypocenter collapsed and complcteiy burned fi-om the
rvind and hcat. Thc fires continuecl ftrr trvo days. Some people
rvho r,verc ncar the ccnter of t l ie explosion l itcrallt- evaporatccl and
onll '  thcir sliadotvs rcmained; others rvcre turncd to chatred

l it,



corpses. Those who survived were badly burned. Usually therr

.loth., -.r. scorched and burned so they wera practically naked'

Their skin peeled off and hung down. They rushed to nearby fire

Drevention water boxes and river banks seeking water' Iriends
'and 

relatives trapped under collapsed houses rvere crying lor help'

But f lames surrounded them so closely that thel' were about to burn'

Later large black drops of rain pourecl dou'n. It was a deadly

rain u'hich contained mud, ash, and other radioactive fallout'

Through burning flamcs and pouring black rain thcre was an end-

less l ini of injured people heading lor the outskirts of thc city' The

burns on thiir hinds madc the skin hang dorvn. Thcir hancls

looked like those of ghosts.

ttGive rne water."
The security funclions of the army, policc, prelbcture, and city

agencies practically ceased. Under such circumsrances nredical

treatmeni uas started bv doctors and nurses who rverc injured

themselves. Damage to ne arb.v army posts \ "as rather slight and

so soldicrs l iom them first began the reliefjob. l lospitals soon

became 1u11, so public schools around the city werc used as first-ajd

stations. They rvere also crowded by the rush of'wounded persons'

Countless dead bodies and seriously wounded people, who barelv

breathed, were left on the road or the river-banks ol'the city'

\ ' ,Iedical supplies \{ 'ere used up immediately because of the uninr-

aeinable number of rvounded persons. The untreated people took

ti leir last breath moaning, "Give me u'ater." lVhat is norv called

radiation sickness soon appcared. Peoplc began suffering lrom

diarrhea as if they had dysentery, losing clumps of their hair, and

dcveloping purple colored spots on their skin which made them look

likc a map. Such people soon diecl' their bodies full ofbig maggots

they were too weak to remove.

Those who were looking lbr their re]atives rvalked around in

the sti l i  smoldering city with the rescue parties. What thel' sarv

were dead bodies piled uP on the ground and fi l l ing up the rivers'

Figures of mothers who died protcctinpJ their own children u'ere



cspccially heartJrreaking. People uerc dccply scarrcd by the in-
discriminatc crui:lty of thc nc\\ ' st)lcd bomb and thc cireaclfulncss
of  u 'a r  i t se l l .

. \ m r , n g  t l r t ' e  r ' l r o  e n t e r , ' , 1  t l r .  ,  i t r  l r t c r .  t l r c r c  r r c r n  I  l a r q e
numbcr of pi:opk: u'ho wete aflected by l inccrins radioactivity, and
clied. Cremation ofclcad bodics continued for nrany ciays throueh-
out thc city. On top ol some lr,ood dcad boclics were piled up, oil
pouletl on thcm, anci a firc ruas l it. The smcll of dead bodics and
thc l 'ail ol sutra-chantinu sprcad over thc vast scorched desolation.

Ancl on Augrrst 9, thc scconcl -A-Bomb rr.as clroppccl on \aga-
sak i .

Appeal for Peace
Although many belir- 'r 'ed Hiroshinrir rvould bc barren for

se\,cnty ,vcars, anricist the ruins canna li l ies bloomed and griss
flourishcd liom thc cilccts of radioactivity. C)n thc fir 'st :rnnivcr-
sary of the A-Bomb a "Pcacc Revival l-estival" uas organizcd by
citizen groups in thc city rvhere only shacks stood. Althoush under
the American occupation speeches and gathcrings were strictly
controlled, the lestivzrl lvas attended lty thousands holdinc flaes
drapcd in l i lack and placards sayinu "\Vorld Peace lrom Hrro-
sirima". 

-I l ic 
fbllol ing ycar, August 6, 19.17, \,Iayor of Hirosli irrra,

Mr. Hamai, read the l lrst "Pczrcc Dcclaratiou" at the renanrccl
"Pcace Fcstival". He declarccl : "-fhosc who have exper-icncccl
and lully realized the anguish and sin of rvar u'oulcl dcnouncc rvar
absolutely as the trlt imatc agony, ;rncl l ' ish lor pcace moit ltassion-
atcly."

Dcspitc such pleas fbr pcacc, thc Soviet Union proclaincd its
posscssion ol the A-Bomb in Septcnrber 1949 ; in January i950, the
President of the Unitcd Statcs announced that he had ordered thc
start of l-I-Bomb production. Five months later, thc Korean War
broke out. England also bcsan atornic clcvclopment. On March
l, i954, a tuna fishins boat fronr Yaizu, SJrizuoka Prek:cture, Fifth
Luck2 Dragon, rvhile operating ncar' lJikini Atoll in the Soutl)
Pacific, u,as showered with raclioactive lallout l 'rom an H-Bomlr
tcst conductcd by thc United Statt:s. 

-I 'hc 
chief'rzrdio opclatol of

the boat, NIr. Aikichi Kuboyama, dicd in the lall of that year Ii 'om
the radiation effects of this u'capon, onc 600 tinrcs rnorc pou'cr'ful
than the A-Bomb dropped on Hiroshima.

The Yaizu City Council passed a rcsolution at thc end of'
March, 1954, against nuclear weapons and this irppcal met l ' i th
an immediate responsc from many othcl local governmcnts in

Japan. Both Houses of the Diet passcd resolutions in April to ban
the use of atomic lveapons. At the same time, a tnovement to
circulatc a petit ion call ing for a ban on nuclear rveapons iuosc
among the women of Hiroshima and of Suginanri lVard of Tokyo.
This non-partisan movement became part of a strong current wltich
spread all over the nation. Twenty mill ion sign.rturcs werc col-
Iected and Gensuikyo, the Japan CoLrncil Ag^ainst A- ancl H-Bomlrs,
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'!vas established.
When Gensuikyo divided into factions resulting from conflicts

over the U. S.-Japan Security Treaty and the resumPtion of nu-
clear testing by the Soviet Union, many citizens of Hiroshima were
discouraged and silent. But in August, 1966' their hopcs wcrc
tekindled by an NHK-Hiroshima television program which at-
tempted to answer many simple questions about the A-Bomb explo-
sion. How many people were in the hypocentel area at the time of
the explosion ? Where were they from ? What kind of work did
they do ? What kind of buildings were there ? Growing out of
this program, television.iournalists, scientists at the Research Instr-
tute for Nuciear Medicine and Biology of Hiroshima University,
and a largc.nurnbel of ordin:rr;, citizens, lbinccl in ir rnovelncnt to
recover information about and to reproduce on a scale model the
hypocenter area. The movement would also make an appeal for
peace based on the survivors' experiences of the first A-Bomb explo-
sion in history. The City of Hiroshima took over this movement
and prepared a report to thc United Nations as part of the activitics
of the 30th anniversary year. Even aftel careful investigation, tlre
cstimate of 240,000 casualties from the A-Bomb is not considercd
reliable.

Last year the movement of "Pictures about the A-Bomb Drarvn
by Hiroshima Citizens" was lriggcrecl by a single drawing brought
to NHK-Hiroshima and the enthusiasm of Hiroshima's pcoplc.
This is a new civic movement not seen since the novement to repli-
cate the hypocenter area. (Sources: "A-Bomb Record of Hrro-
shima" by Hiroshima City ; 

"History of Hiroshima Prefccture-A-
Bomb Materials Volume" by Hiroshima Prelccturc; "The A-Bomb
Hypoccnter" by Dr. Kiyoshi Shinrizu ; a large numbel of drawings
contributed by the citizens.)

l o
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At Yokogawa Station August 6, 19,t5, B: i5
A.M,

I got on a streetcar ofthe Kabe line about
B: 10 A.NI. The door was open and I rvas
standing the.e. As I heard the starting bell
ring, I saw a silver f lash and heard an explo-
sion over the platform on which l had just
rvalked. Next moment everything $,ent dark.

Instinctivcly I jumped clo\^/n to the track
and braced myself against it. Putting a hand-
kerchief into my mouthr I covcrcd n-r1- e1'es
"  - . 1  . , ' .  * , ; f h  - -  h , - . 1 .

3. p1r1qr.-,,1a (6 a+

* tt 13 o t tr':f*

Around Yokogawa Sta t jon  about  8 :30  A. ! I .
I had rvorn a white blousc rvith a blue

striped pattern that day. The back fell apart
later rvhen I washed ir-

A civil ian guard told us, "Plcasc go to thc
school in N4isasa."

I heard a u'oman saying in a small voice,
"Please hclp me." Four or f ir 'e pcoplc goi
togethcr immediatcly to help her. But \ lc
couldn't movc the concrete block off lter no
matte. holv we tried. Saying, "Forgivc us",
the others left hcr as she t 'as and wcnt au'a\'.
l  prayed for her and thcn also lclt.

; L  e , , t  r r .  t r  t  l *Tn

About B : 20 A.M. at Yokogau'a Stat ion
I do not know wiren thel 'had gathered,

but a crorvd of people l .ere reel ing and col l id-
ing u' i th each other. Soon the sun appcarccl
blood-red in the dark sky. When it  l recarnc
a l i t t le l ighter around me I sarv a group of 15
o r  l 6 c d . - r l r , .  W l r . r .  l . a d  r l r - c l r i l d r e n  g o n c  l '
I  rvondered. Black smoke rvas r ising here and
there and Nakahiro-cho \ lherc mv parcnts
l i v , ' d  r ' . r .  r l r cady  i n  f l eme .  . \ pn l ^q i z i ne  i n  n  1
heart to my parents I  decided 1t-r sc{rk shelter ' .

>. ' tP '1ql lr l  (8 d+ io.4 iF)

(4 , * t t r t , *^ ) .  FlBrr Bi E ( tr ,r . ,r . ,  I  d +',rFr
l: !fi^ o Er{ *fi', ,t.lo"
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Near Yokogawa Station about B:50 .\ .N4.

A lady about 40 yeam old was bleeding

from her eycs.
It  was gett ing l ighl ancl I  met a lady rvhost

, - \ c r  \ r ' , c  l , l o o d . h o r .  T h r  l , l o o r l  r r a .  . . z i r . q

dol 'n from the corncrs of the cycs along both
siclcs of hel nose.

Llnconsciousl,v I  uipcd my lacc r i i th mv
hands and I r ' r 'as surpriscd to see t i lat thcre
n,as blood on thcrn. l  got my mirror ori t  of
my pocket and looLed into i t .  I  found oniy
a small  cut on mv cycbrolr, .

I took ni1' hhaki air-raid drcss or.rt of mv
bag and put i t  on, l icd my hair ruith a handker-

chicl,  dlcsscd m;'self  ne:rt ly and st:u t t ' t l  rvalking.
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liom lvlisasa to Nlitaki
A girl was standing in thc middle of the

road staring vacantlv. Strange to say, her
clothes wcrc not tattercd. She was cight ycars
old. The wound on her head looked like a
uacked pomegranate. Silently I carried her
on my back and hcaded in thc direction of the
Ota River.

Then I heard a girl's voice clearly lrom
behind a trce. "Help nc, plcasc." FIcr back
was complctely burned and the skin peeled off
and was fianging dorvn from her hips.

'1. 
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The rivcr bank Shinjo near Gion Briclge
r A straw-thatchcd cottagc among bamboo
busbes was burning, Three persons were
taking furniture out. The passers-bv did not
help them. They glanced at them and silently
continucd on their way. A nurse lvas stand-
ing near the soldicrs in whitc as if she q'as

watching over them. The soldiers did not
appcar rvoundcd to me. What I remember is
just thc pale face and thc widc-opencd eyes of
onc soldier lying there.

t id^r, :oI i t+d]SBRori l ld,*t ! trE. *tr{rrstJE oAn
t't. t{dt^,r li n te,[rt! a4!.+ tta,,&a lG,,1.t r r ! r..

At the bzink o1' Lhc -\agatsuka alound 9:4(J
A.NJ.

The refugccs rvalked in procession along
the bank of thc river torvald Gion. 

'l 
here rvas

nobody rvho u'as lvearing goocl clot)rcs ol r tas
$ i r l r n u l  \ \ o u t  d .  c \ ,  '  l r r  m r .  t , . . r . , , n e  r ^ - r ,  i r r
rags and hurt.  I  r .r ,alkcd fccl ing gui l tv Jrcca-
usc only l  st i l l  hacl nice clothes and uas nol

rvoutded.
A lvonan r 'v:rs rvalking, ct,ving, "C)an anr-

onc hclp rrrt :  ?" T'he l lcsh o1' her- sidc rvas
scoopcci out and blccding ptofuscly'and I coulcl
scc hcl r ibs. , \  rnan bcgan to nal l< bcsidc her' ,
' a y ' r r g .  L r c t r " n "  l r : r .  I l r c  . J m ,  p . r i n  r .  ' o r r

havc. l lndulc i t  ancl rvc r,vi l l  sccl< a sircl tcr".
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I l igashi Yamamoto, Asa County
N,I,v mother, 63 ycars old

Whilc l,ving on a potato farm in Nlitaki
nry mother had asked thc rcscuc party l iom hcr
vil lage for help and thei' brought her homc.

Her face rvas largcr than usua), l ier l ips
rverc badl1. srrollen, and her eyes rcmained
closcd. 'Ihe skin of both her hands rvas hanging
loosc as if i t rvcrc rubbel glovcs. The upper
pzrlt ol her bocll 'u,as badl; 'burned.

l \ [ r  m, , r l r . r  1 ,a . . rd  a r , ra r  on  . \uqus t  9
bcfolc sccing the u'ar end. \{y fathcr rvho u'as
in Daiku-cho at the time of the explosion, just
as my mother lvas, disappeared and rve lravc
ncver evcn fbuncl his body.
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I Two BOMB FLASH! 8:15 e.m.

Tsutonu Ojiri age 36 (867)

(Top row ofcircles represents the sun comparcd
to growing size of fireball in botrom row.)

I saw the explosion in Hatsukaichi about
10 miles away when I was five years old. This
is the way I remembered the explosion in the
five seconds before the sound reached me.
(from right to left) One second before, t\vo
seconds, three seconds, four seconds, five scc-
onds. I imagine others sau, thc same scenc
from Mizujiri near the Inland Sea at Saka-
machi.
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Kilorhi hLout ar. 51 (..;32)

I Ior,v tnanl peoplc sar, l |c cxplosion at
that tcrr iblc instant !  I  sal,  r lrr  c-rprosron
about 20 ki lonreters a\raY at 1hr: r.cd circlc orr
1he picture. The othcr spot on thc l) icturc)
marks 1hc barr:rcks lbr t l rc \aw a1 thc Otake
cvacualron ccnlea.

1 5
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Ki2oshi Inour age 5l (533-53:;)
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Koi Nakamachi
At B: 15 A.M. on August 6 cverything

was instantly covered with pink and light bluc
rays. Thcre was a strange whooshing sounrl
and then black rain camc down.

Augusl 6 alound B : 20 A.M.
I had a viov of Hijiyana from Hijiyama

Iilementary School. Going out ofan air-raid
shcltcr I could see the mushrooni cloLrd beyond
the mountain. Tlre top u'as narrower than
bclorv but it was getting bigger as I watchcd.
I rvondcrcc'l what the red smoke n,as.

Yn :h in l i  Tnna tn  o ry  6 t  \ 111 )

1 8 Hihhil;a Okaza]:i aee 5A (,646)





Three WHAT / SAW ONTHAT DAY
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c l i sas i c r  i r  t hc  o l c l  f uku la  l ) t 1 ta r r .

nrr:rrr Stolc rdri t :h I  sarv fronr t lrc foulth l loor 'ol
ncu  l r r k r r r r  s t o r c  i n  I l acchobo r i  a l ) o l t  iwcn -
1\ '  or l l r i r l \ '  r 'ninutc-. elct_ t lr t :  : \- l lot l l r  hlrd
dloppcrl.  >20
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(caption at bottom of page for lower middle
picture)

What I still cannot forget is that my scis-
sors and my lunch box were both thrown onto
the floor from my emergency bag when I fell
down on the floor. Although they were within
my reach, I escaped leaving them behind. I
have always regretted not bringing them.
Why didn't I stretch out my hands to take
them ? I did not have enough presence of
mind and I am still heartsick. That pair of
"cissors sent by my friend in Hawaii was a
good remembrance to me. It was sharp,
shiny, and never rusted. I havc many good
mcmories of my lunch box, too.

" : T
r ' !  .
' a ! 4 ,
: t + . '

-1.

-'-.1,,: .'

(on picture, left side)
I smlled and tasted the black rain on

hand. Parents were looking for their chi
and children were crying for therr
Houses  a long  l l r e  s t r ce t  we re  bu rn ing .  I
down to the river from the back-gate
washed my hands and feer. and dampened
clothes for the next air-raid. In thc
I urinated in my clothes and then washed
There rvere countless people on the 11
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(top middle picture)
August 6 a l'er,v minutes after B : 00 A.NI.
(Black ink is used to draw the scene before thc
A-Bomb; red ink immcdiately aftcr thc A-
Bomb exploded.)

The vice-principal rvho came into thc
classroom immcdiately after the A-Bomb had
lost his glas,ses, his clothes rvere torn oll, and
his arms,. bfoody and skinned, hung down by
his sidc. II is facc was burned black. I met

Nane $ithh d h1 rtqu,.n 12.50)

him at the doorway.
I sighed with relief and sat down at a desk

rvhen the  " i r - ra id  a le rm.  rnh ich  rva ,  g iven
during thc night, was called off. Suddenly
there was an unusual blue l ight. It was hot
and painful. Numerous pieces of glass scat-
tered ancl attacked me on my head, facc, and
back. When I stood up and took a ferv steps
toward thc entrarrcc, 1 rvas pus]red frorn behind
by a strong fbrcr: and 1.cll down b,v the doorwav.

.  ' . \ l

} ' . .
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1. Somc burnccl '"volk-clothes-
2. People crving ftrr hclp r, i th thcir hcacls,

shoulclcrs, or ihc soles of thci.r  fcet injurccl
l)_v ftagnents of broken l ' indorv slass.
Giass lragnrcnts \ \ 'ere s.tal lerecl cver)-
whcrc.

3. Shc l 'as cr ' f  ing, saying "Aigo L,\ igo !"
(a Korean exprcssion of sor.r.orv)

4. , \  brrrning pinc 1rcc.
5. .\ n:rkr:d u,orlzrn.
6. \aked gir ls crying "Stupid ,\mcr. ica l"
7. I  l 'as crouchins in a puclcl lc 1br. le:rr of

lrciug shot Lrv a macli inc gun. NtIy
l)rcasts wcfc 1ol1l.

l l .  Brrrrcr l  <kxvn clcctr ' ic porvcr l incs.
0- , \  tr :hphonr: lrolc hecl bur rrcl  and lal lr :n

clo\! 11.
I0. ' \  f ic lcl  o1' \ \ ,atcrmelons.
I  l .  A  dead  ho l sc .
i2. \ \hat rvi th t lerd c:rts, pigs, and pcoplc,

i i  \ \ , :rs. inst a hcl l  on calth.
I  i l .  I  :  30 .\ .N{. -r\ugust 6. 1945 I \ \ 'as on rhc

wal l iom l{oi stat ion to Tokrichi.
' fhese 

ar 'e LonlatocsJ pumpkrns, tvater-
rnelons, cggplants. etc. rvhich wcrc scl l t-
tcrcd on thc f icld or loads in Irul iuslr inra-
cho  bcca r r se  o f  t l r c ' b l as t .

2 7
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Ilat.wji Tal;tuthi ae. 60 (896)

Near Takarrobaslii a firc had already
broken out around i3:25 A.N,I. A \vornan's crv
lor help saddened me as I could not hclp her.

Somconc, please help this chil<l.
Please help !
Someonc, plcasc.
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1he  g i r i  was  i n j u red  on  t l r e  chcs r  and
covercd rvith blood. Shc had no shocs on her
laet. Sti l l  able to think clcarl l ,  shc art iclccl
the nan)'  spl intcred things on thc r.o:Ld and
trudgcd towards hcr homc u irerc hcr- I imil1.
was lvaitirrg lol her.

Passing throush .\ laroba ser:t ion, the gir l
and I calre to the arca t:al1cd Kojin-m:rt i i
Akebono-cho. On both sides ofthe roao Lnert:
lvere templcs. Lvervn'herc rvas a sca of firc.
No road lvas opcn for us anvmore except 1or
a nalr-orv pati t  and that was barelv passablc.
Thc clothcs rvhich vue earl icr lred dipped in
watcr had already driecl so nruch t lrat thcv wcrc
a l n  o . r  r t  . l r '  o u i n r  ̂ r  L ,  r r n i n {  I  I  c r c  r r .  .
no t ime to losc. We cl ippcd our clothcs in ihc

FouT THE ENFLAMED CITY

'i.

Yo 'h i l , a  M iLh i t \ t i i  oec . ; t  \ 407  )

rvatcr that u,:rs sloled in an air-raid slrcl ter. and
dashcd through the f ircs despcratt, l ,v.

"Atvlul1y 
hot I  Is rhis the cnd of rnv

l i l . .  . ' . .  U L  L o r l  1 . .  l l e l 1 ,  n r r  :  l  n . u i  r . u r . d
and praycd.

lVhen u'e managcd to comc to a safer
pl:rcc, rrc looked bar:k at t i re path Ic had
dashcd through. I t  u'as rhe rnost l i ightful
scene I l iad cver rvi tnessed in r lv l i fc. Yct
cvcn at this safcr placc, I  lbund rnanv dead
u o r l i , .  . r  i n q  i r r  r l r e . r , ' - r a i c j  . h r l . - r .  r r n d r  r  r r l l c r r
trccs, and everytvhere.

Whcn vue f inal ly arr ived at the gir l ,s homc
at Nakal 'ama scction, the darkness o1'thc surn-
mer- 's night rvas alrcadv fal l i lg upon us.

:  , , r . .; s.. t.
' l-.
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About 3 : 00 P.M. .,\ugust 6
Under Hijiyama suspension bridgc
In reality several hundrccl pcoPlc, not
drawn, rvere fleeing.
Next day these pcople rvet'c found dead

30

Masalio Yamamura age 67 1629)

Magoichi Jitsulatni ag 69 193)

Alsllio Tanita dge 45 l
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Kishie Masukawa died in 1975 (gal)

Members of the neighborhood council
from Yamane section of Hiroshima were work-
ing on the west approach to the Tsurumi Bridge
for the Volunteer Corps on that day. When
the A-Bomb exploded, they were blown bv the
blast into the river and carried by the ebbing
tide to the east approach of the Hijiyama
Bridge some 1200 feet away. There were
cries of "Please help, teacher", "To the river",
and "God help me".

Tamoe Harada age 52 (
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Yoshini lkelu ase .61 (851)

l. The skin of her hands was burned, swol-
len, and hanging down.

2. A piece of wood stucL out of her right
eye and she seemed to be verY much in
pain. She walked almost unconsciousiy.

3. I gave her a cucumber which she held

+.
5 .
6 .
7 .
8 .

!r'

-4.

,.-/:'
\,

]."

with her left hand.
Give me water.
Please give me water.
Please give me water.
Mommy.
(Title of picture) On the bank of the Koi
River.
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A2aho Uesugi age 77 (516)

At about 11 : 00 A.NI. on August 6, 1945
on the road along the back of rny house in
Funairi-Kar'vaguchi-cho, therc were a lot of
people that looked like this.
"Hclp me ! I can't sce anylhing."
;'\{aterJ water ! Give me some rvater l"
"Water ! I can'l see anything."
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Foot of Mt. I{i j i
Streetcar road
I{elp ! N{ommy !

Mt. Hiji Bridge
People who jumped into
the river and died,
corpse

Hirano-machi
neighborhood

Showa-machi
The fire started
Post oflice

Tsurumi-machi
neighborhood
The man under
the roof beam

Tai
ner[
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The A-Bomb exploded when I
was near Takara-machi.

A person who was running away
from Fujimicho toward Mt. Hiji.

Pieces of window glass all over
his face

Big face

' l

\ \ l i .

ft, 1

Taisho market
neighborhood

Kinjo Higaki age 76 (270)

Takara-machi
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Rei Ishii age 1B (35)

Yokogawa Bridge above 'I-enma 
Rivcr, August

6 ,  1945,  B  :  30  A.M.
Peop le  c ry ing  and mo"rn ing  w" r .  runn ing  ro -
wards the city. I did not knorv why.
Steam engines were burning at Yokogarva Sta-
tion.
Tail of corv tied to wire.
Skin of girl 's hip was hanging dou'n.
"My baby is dead, isn't she ?"



,|autami Katagiri age 76 (2B11

r\t the r\ioi Bridgc
On August 9, 19,t5, I walked around the

city looking 1br my husband. ' l-hcre 
u,ere

many burned pcrsons at each evacuatron
center. Thcir injuries r^,'erc quite extraordi-
nar1. I rvas walking among; many dead peo-
ple. I lvas too shockcd to feel loncliness for ml
I  u " L , a n d .  l r  w l  l i k e  l c l l  T l r c  , i g r h r  o f  a
livinE horse burning was very striking. This
prcturc shows onlv a part of Hiroshima. Thc
r ' r ' o l c  r  i r r  r v r .  j u . r  l : k e  r l r i .  r l  l h J t  r i m e .

39
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Kishira Nagara age 72 (39)
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They hcaded 1or Koi Element:rry Schooi.
She could not see through thi: ir lack rain.
"Don't die, my brother !"

V
I .  A--'  i r l  q11,\ '+ t
|  +  t ' "

J . : .  ;

*"ffi;rf;

(t it le of picture) The memories ol the A-
Bonib at that t ime, Kishiro Nagata,2 7 4
Koi-kami, Fliroshima city.
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Aboul 9 :  00 A.\{. .  August 6, 19,t5 in thc ncigh-
lrolhood of Lhc Shinjo Bridge about I  ki lo-
nlctcr f tom Hiroshirna City.

Vohrntarv labor corps sLrffcr ing from
dcacl lv burns u ere returning home ; othcrs wcrc
r:scaping in a hurrv to t l le outskirts of thc
cir1.;  manv rvcrc sccking water on the other
s i dc  o l ' t he  r i v c r ;  somc  wc rc  l . v i ng  unde r  t l i c
bamboo t l t icket, r :omplctcly cxhaustcd f lom
r,valking.

1 . :  i . : : . 1 ' : l t t \ 1  r .

t '  " t : - i

Masao Kobalashi agt 77 15191
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A group of.junior high sclrrxrl girls scckinp
shelter rvere all nakcd.
Teachcr ! Tcachcr ! Tc:rcho !
r\ scnse ol responsi)ri1it1'.

I am 78 vcars old. I rvas living at Midori-
maclr i  on the day of the A-Bomb blast. Around
9 r00 A.NL that morning, when I looked out
, , r  m r  , , v i ndn r r ' .  T  . aw  seve r . r l  w .m , - t r  ,  om inq
along thc strcct one after another toward thc
Hiroshima Plefectural Hospital. I realizcd for
thc first time, as it is sometimes said. that when
peoplc are very much frightened hair reallv
j n - .  s t r nd  r rp  on  nnd .  The  t ' omcn  .  ha i r  r , . " ,
in 1ict, standing straight up and the skin o1'
their arms rvas peeled off I supposed thcv
were around 30 vcars old.

r\  . juniol high school student \ \ 'hose harr
had lal lcn out cxcept u'hr:r 'c hc hacl rvorn
:|  Cap.

' lhe,v 
rvcre t ircr l  ou1 rt lrcn thcv rvcr 'c

caright in thc rain.

':--

i

.tt

- . v '

*^,/J,@kis
,H,,4, #ilttfi:lJ:^:_rs ii. i 

' 
.-z:.r4r<-..*'xaS.

.€llt,i:*:S:.--:. -

Asa ,\higemori ag,. Bl (231;



5  2 :  y , 6

x!

EI

€1

D
4[

1'+. ) '
L '
v)-a

{dl

4La
,!

4

rf

h

t;l
.l

ft

{a . ;

j)

+- rJ  -  J ,1 ( t l

-LC

Kn.th .\ . ldtaon ro tt iuf in 1!)77 l !)19;

On thc steirs in l ' ront of thc slal lKr of ! ' lcct
-\clnrirai I l :r to in l{ i j ivarna Park

Although u'c rvere l l ing sicftr l r l  siclc nc
' l 1 l  n , ' 1  l r c n q n  T e  . . ' ,  l '  ,  I c r .  H "  i ' n . , r , l  , ^ r ' .
\ n i ,  n  i n ' l  . r i , l .  . \ ' "  r ^ r  \ l r .  \ 1 . ' r  . r n r t r ,  . : '
I l  r tzrs \4r ' .  Yoshimoto. His 1'acc rv:rs clark a.ncl
suol len. I lc seenrcl unable to olten h;s e\ts
or rnouth. 

' fhc 
lcfr sicle of his face. ncck, and

hancls. l .erc burnccl.  Soorr rve u.ere scparatcd.
I r ,vas ir leeding frorrr rnv cars, nosc, ancl

morlt l l  and las u,ounclccl fr 'om ireing r:rushec1.
I lcarncd later thar Lhc tu'cl l lh backltonc and
Lhe f irst i rrmbar ver' tel)r:r  wcrc l iacLur.ccl.  I
couicl Iraldlv rrrovc.

T(.c
, 
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l .  About  B :  15  A.M.  August  6 ,  1945
As I looked up at the sky from the back-

yard of my house, I heard the faint buzzing of
a B 29 but the plane was not visible. A few
minutcs  la te r ,  the  e l l  c lec r  r ra .  sounded.  Thc
sun was glaring in the cloudless summer sky.
I lookcd up and suddenly saw a strange thing.
There rvas a fire ball like a baseball growing
larger becoming the size of a volleyball. And
then something fell on my head. I realized
it was something like a bomb showering my
body. At that timc I was 14 years old.

d i i
a t ;

;qi
, l

) 3
' i1

2. How many seconds or minutes had passed
I could not tell but regaining consciousness I
found myself lying on the ground covered with
pieces of wood. When I stood up in a frantic
effort to look around there was darkness. Ter-
ribly frightened I thought I was alone in a
world of death and groped for any light. My
fear was so great I did not think anyone would
truly understand. When I came to my senses
I found my clothes in shreds and I was without
my "geta" (wooden sandals).

3. Suddenly I wondered what had happened
to my mother and sister. My mother was then
45 and my sister 5 years old. When the dark-
ness began to fade I found that there was
nothing around me. My house, the nextdoor
neighbor's house, and the next had all van-
ished. I was standing amid the ruins of my
house.  No one was arount l .  l t  was  qu ie t .
very quiet, an eerie moment. I discovered
my mother in a water tank. She had fainted.
Crying out, "Mamma, Mamma", I shook her
to bring her back to her senses. After coming
to my mother began to shout madly for my
sister, "Eiko, Eiko !"
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4. I  tvonder'  ho'"y muclr t imc had passccl
l'hcn thcrc weLr: crics of sc:rrclLr:s. Clhildrcn
rvere cal l ing their prarcnt 's names, and parents
rvc' l :  cal l ing thc names of their chi lclrcn. lVe
rvcrc cal l ing desperatcl,v fbr mv sister and l is-
tening for hcr voice and looking to sec hcr.
Suddenlr, '  N{ot}rel cr iecl,  "Oh, Eiko I" } 'orrr.
or f ivc mctcrs alr.a\- m)'sister 's l iead tvas st ick-
ing out ancl rvas cal l ing m)' motf ier, "Oka-

ch:rn ! I ' rn hcrc !" "I laruko, 
l i iko is ovcr.

thcre l" rnv nothcr shoulccl to mc. \ !c ran
to save m\'  sister. SIte rv:rs cr.ushecl undel
thc col l :rpscd house and onlv irer hcad coulcl bc
seen. "Horv terr iblc I  Bc patient !  We'i l
ect ) 'ou out norv." N{othcr and I $orl<cd clcs-
perately to removc the plastcr and pi l lars and
pulled her olrt  tvi th great cffort.  Her bodv
I a L l  r r r r n c L l  l , u r f  i r  l i o m  r l ' r  l , r r r i . ' .  a n d  h r r
zrrm \ras so badly rvoundecl that rvc coulcl havc:
placed trvo f ingers in the u'ound. Stralrgc to
sar, my rrother u.ars thankful ly not hurt.

I  carr ied rnv sistcr on mv back whilc
mothcr r'r,as r,,'orking verv hard to rcrnovc
morc plastel arrcl pi l lars to help those rvho lvcre
cluslrecl urrdcr thc broken houses. We salr,
hres start herc and thcrc l ike:r devi l ,s hand.

5. \ \e thrce ran arra] j  heading for Mt.
l ' lba. , \  crowd of pcople rvcre runnine along
tl le street car track. r\ l l  rverc l ,ounded.' l -hcre 

r.r 'as a nran rvith his skin trai l ing; :rn-
othcr man r,r 'as brcathing l 'aint ly. al l  i : lood-
' t r i n , , l  :  r  r l , i r d  . n a n  h . , d  b l , , ^ u  . 1 , , . r r i n q  o u r
q l ' l r i s  hcad .  I t  l as  j us t  l i ke  hc l l  I

- \ l lout that t imc thc left  sidc of m,v facc
bcc:rmc cxtraori l inari l l  hot. Thc parn grerv
rvoLsc and worse. .,\s 1 rvalked tolvard N{t.
I lba I u.ould slop and rvash i t  rvi th mucldv
\ \ r r c r  l r  , r . . .  : r r r r , , . .  e , . - n i n q  r r l , . r r  r , e  r p -
proacht- 'cl  Nlt .  I , lba. Whcn r,r,c arr ived I lbl t
so bad I corr id trot stand, bur I  lcl t  unezrsr.
. r . i n e  r r  . '  n c l d  , , t  ' n r r r , .  l l c r r  I r r l c l , r r r r r

rain fcl l .  I  did not evcn lravc cnough cnerer.
to st:rncl or f i rrd shelter arrd f inal l t  I  tumblccl
n r c r  \ i q l  I  r J n , .  J n J  I  ,  n r r l , l  l r , . r r  r n a r  t
r  " i  , ' ,  r  ' . r r s '  J r r d  c r o . r r r . n s  r r  i r l .  p .  i n  r n d  L - q -
ging lor rvater. Somone cr. ied. , ,Damn it  !
\ \ . r  t n n r r c .  * .  r n . r n \  l c o f , , .  r , h o  . r r .  i r  n n -
ccnt l"  . \nother said. 'OucL I Give mc
\vzltcr." lhis person \\ ,as so l turncd that u.e
r:ouldl ' t  rcl l  i f  i t  r tas a ntan or a \ \ ,ornan.

' Iht:  
sk;.  rvas red rvit l i  l lzrmcs. I t  nas

burtr ing as i f  scorchiDg hcaven.
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F unair i-nakarn:rchi
1.2 kiLomete rs l i rrrr thc ccntcr of rhc cr-

I , l o . : n r r  a ,  n , r , l  o ' r l  r ' " ' r r . l ,  J  r ' c .  r u r r r , i r . g
:trva; ' .  Sorrc ol ' thcnr hird their skin tr:r i i ing
thcrrr.
I l loocl u' :rs splr. t inq out ol ihc tcrp of lr is Ircarl .
( lcl i )
C' loths toln to shrcds. Inricldlc L:t t ]
l l is clothcs \rcrc tonl l i 'orn his hacl i  anci his
skir l  \ \ .as tr-:r i l ing. ( l tottorr lcft)
Hail  seemecl to be cur. (r- ieht)
\ k i r  r , . r .  l r . r r ' r i n q  f r ' , r r r  l r . '  . . r r r  .  r , l  r r . r i l i r r ' .
l r i s  boc l r . .  (m idd l c  l i gh t )
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Mikio lrcue aee 72 \36)

We were on our way home. We were
walking along the streetcar line at the foot of

Hijiyama. Wherever we went we saw dead
horses and bodies lying here and there. The
remaining fires were giving off a lot of smoke.
Not a soul was in sight. It was when I crossed
Miyuki Bridge that I saw Professor Takenaka
standing at the foot of the bridge. He was
almost naked, wearing nothing but shorts, and
he had a rice ball in his right hand. Beyond
the streetcar line, the northern area was covered
by red fire brirnir-rg against the sky. Far away
from the line, Ote-machi was also a sea of fire.

That dav Professor Takenaka had not
gone to Hiroshima University and the A-fiomb
exploded when he was at home, He tried to
rescue his wife who was trapped under a roof-
beam but all his efforts were in vain, The
fire was threatening him also. His wife plead-
ed, "Run away, dear !" He was forced to
desert his wife and escape from the fire, He
was now at the foot of Miyuki Bridge.

But I wonder how he came to hold that
rice ball in his hand ? His naked figure,
standing there before the flames with that rice
ball looked to me as a symbol of the modcst
hope of human beings,
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Iiinzo Nisltila age B2 (651)

The day the A-Bomb was dropped
It was about 9 : 30 A.M., August 6, 1945.

While taking my severely wounded wife out to
the riverbank by the sidc ofthe hill ofNakahiro-
mzrchi, I was horrified, indeed, at the sight of
a stark naked man standing in the rain with
his eyeball in his palm. He looked to be in
great pain but there was nothing that I could
do for him.

I wonder what became of him. Even
today, I vividly remembcr the sight. It was
simply miserable.
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Trrutni Nilltido age 6.:t (.771)

---a-

-\ugust 6, 19,15, 9: 30 r\ . \ I .
. \  r ' o r n . r n  r r i r l '  l r . r  j a l  r r r ' ' . i r ' 3  e n d  h e r

tougue Langing out of her'  rnouth u'as trandeL-
ing arouncl the arca of Shinsho-rlachi in thc
hc:rv,v. black rain. Shc rvas heading tou'ards
the norlh crving for l ielp. I  uonder i f  sht:
survivr:d.
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Shigematn Kaji2ana tli.ed in 197a gl)



Five WHERE lS MY CHILD?
WHERE IS MY WIFE?

//3;6

' fhe 
motlrcr ' 's cntire back u'as burncd bul

he. front \ \ .as not injurcd. I Icr breasts, es-
pecial l l ' .  app6;1r '6d normal so that hcl babl ' lvas
cl inging to them to suckle. f  i re b:Lby tvas
strong and movecl f iom his molher's breasts
to the ground and back again. I  gucsscd that
she had lain facc dou.n r,vi t l i  hcl baby under

Sueni Kajiy agt 69 (256)

her body because hcr front side and her bab1.
rcmai rc r - l  un t ru rned.  5he r r r .  uncor r . r  inu . .
I was afizLid shc rvould die soon and thc babv's
milk rvould be stoppcd. lf the baby' had becn
savcd, and brought up hc lr, 'ould be 30 or 31
norv. This is rvhat 1 szuv 3 : 30 P.N{., ArrgusL
7 .
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About 8 :  00 A.lvf. .  August 7, on the strcet
in front of the former Hirosir ima Broadcasting
Station

Since I r'r'as at school in Ujina I had Lrcen
exposcd to radiat ion sepalatcly from my par-
ents. Thc next morning at 7: 30 I started
from school toward the ruins of mv house in
Nobori-cho. I  passed b1' Hi j iyama. There
were ferv pcople to be sccn in the scorched f icld.
I  sarv for thc f irst t ime a pi le of burned bodies
in a water tank by the entrance to the broad-
casting stat ion. T'hen I was suddenly fr ighr-
ened bt 'a tcrr ible sight on the strcct, l0 to 50
meters from Shukkeien Garden. There was
a charred body of a woman standing frozen in
a runnins posture with one leg l i f ted and her
babl t ightlv clutched in hcr arms. Who on
earth could shc bc ? This cruel sight st i l l
v ividly rerrains in my mind.
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4Ew t'! ;L?E ? e!\ p" n| fri,i :t,' r';/;#{:g"T-MHi^(4$ii},^'"
y, t ]  ,  ur l , rn I l I t )

Walking around the bar: l i  gatc ol Shuk-
kcicn Gardcn of Hakushima-cho, I  sar,r '  an in-
fant bo,v | :aning agi l inst the gzLtc and hcarcl

lr i rrr cr ' ,virrg^. Wlrcn I approar:hed and thcn
touclrr:d hirn, I  fbund that he rvas clcaci.  

' l i r

think that lrc rniglrt  have bt- 'cn ml son rrt : t tLc
rl t '  hr:art ache.
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-\roLurcl rrool o1'-\ugLrsl t i ,  1945
' I  

l r i s  i s  Lhc  sccnc  o l  i hc  cou rLv r r c l  o l  t l r ( .
pff5cnt l l i r .rsl l i l r l l r  PIr: l i : r : tur-al Hospita) f i r '
r r r c l h  t l r c  l i r  osa i  Hosp i t l l .  Thc  e i r l  s i t t i nq

i .  '  r '  .  I  ' \ , .  v e  i r , q  . '  r '
n ro l l r c r ' ; r r r r l  r , onngc r  l t r o l hc r  $ l l o  \ r ' c ru  bo f l r
toLlLLl\  l )LLrnc(i .  \ [ , ,  brot lrcI c] iccl aLorrrrcl Doon
r , ,  i  r ,  r  ,  r ,  .  \  l , r ' 1 ,  i ,  r  I ' i ,  r r r r  r . , .
r : l i l g i ng  ro  h i s  c l cac l  n to t l r c r ' .  I I c  p l o l r e l r h '
t l i c c l  t l r c  u r ' r L  c l a l  es  hc  l . es  l r  i us  ra thc r  s r i l l
l r c s i dc  l L i s  r no thc r ' .  l l r o  l oL rng  bo r  i n  l i r r r t  o1 '
t hc  ba l r r  c l i cd  a l i c r  se r j r r g  Lo  r ru r -  ' I  an r  l i - o rn
l l i l o sh i r r e  I r i l sL  \ I i <L lL :  S r :hoo l .  P l cesc  h rnc l
t h i s  l u r r r : l r  t o  m \ ,  [ r ) t l l ( t . "  l ] , : :  t ' d t l us t cc l  r r t .
r r i t h  l r i s  l l i r Lo r  ; r r r r  l l . n l o .  i t  l L r t r r . i r  o1  : . i r . c  en r l
p l r r r r r .



Sumal:o Yamada age 54 (443)

August 10, 1945
At Honkawa Elementary School

Two little girls about 3 and lr
years old were cooling their seriousiy
injured mother with paper lans.

' -  c o

Hiroshi Shindo aee 65 (193)
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Yoshitada Mitsuta age 73 (178)

About l0 : 00 A.M., August 7, at the yard
of the school dormitory of Shinshu Buddhist
sect in Minami Kannon-machi three people
who looked like refugees were lound dead as
shown in this picture.

A woman who seemed to be the mother
ofa baby was dead. Her arms were curved as
if still holding her baby. Her body was swol-
len very round. Her face, looking upward,
had the expression ofsomeonc who was having
clifficulty in brcathing.
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t \ l  isclablc. so rniscrabLc I
corrnt lcss si lcnt lbr 'ms ol corpscs
l l i ne i r r g  a r r t l  shek ing  ou l  i r c l l t s  :

r \  cl :acl holsc
elrr lorncn su'ol lcn enrl  toln.
cntr-ai ls l t lcc'cl ing rnri  l i rrmirq
e pooL ol lr loocl :rrorrncl :

'T'hc 
last lrorncnt of i :r  l rothcr ancl a rhi lcl .

t oo  ho l r ' i b l c  Lo  cas t  a  i r x r k ;
' l  

hcir bloocl, ,  laces.
sl ol lcu ancl lrru nt.
cr_ushcd in \ !alcr l)Llckcl.
crhibits e lror-rol i rr  blrrc rrrcl  bleck :

(br 'pses o1 eir ls,
col lcctccl on t ire r ivcr l tank.
r l  hcrc thcr. usccl to nendr:r ;
r hcsc  s tudcn ts  o f  t l r c  r . o l un t cc l  co r ' ps .
l t() \ \ ' i t rc gone.

rvitLout sccin!,1 thci l  clavs.
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Before noon August B, 1945, Kannon
Town, I returned to the ruins alier the fire.
My house was the second one on the left.

An old neighbor lady with palsy had been
bedridden and burned to death. Only the
still smoldering flesh ofher abdomen remaincd.
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Shigeko Motooka age 64 (301)
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Another woman who had lled with her
baby returned home to search for her older
son she had been forced to leave behind,
By removing rooftiles, she found the boncs
of  her  bo1 i l t  rhe  bo l tom o f  rhe  ru in .

The Kannon Bridge sank in the middle.
lupper./
A person dipped his face into a water
tank. (upper middle)
At the foot of the bridge, a dead mother is
lean ing  on  a  p i l la r .  ( r igh t  s ider  

6 l
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At N4eiji Bridge
A motber, driven l.ralf-mad rvhilc looking

lbr her chilcl, rvas call ing his name. At last
she lound him. I-I is bead looked like a boiled
octopus. His eyes were half-closed, and bis
mouth $'as rvhite, pursed, and stvollen.
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r\rrgusl l0
At thc stonc steps of a rxrl lapscci l tonsc

alorrg Ll ic r iver-sic1c near the Dobashi art:a lav

this chi lcl .  Perhaps he h:rd bccn playing on

Lhc stonc slcps. FIe musl have been thrcc or

fcml vears old.
L r c l ' : ' l  '  1 r ' p 1 , " u  o r . r  " l r ' u  i  ,  c n t i m c t r r ' .

His lrodr rvas srvol lerr ancl had turned a

brorvn color. His nalel protruded.

, \ L rgus r  6 ,  a f t c r '  5  :  00  P .N l .
In l ionL o1 t lrc broadc:Lsting stat iorl  i i r

- \agar'ekarva I salv a strange thing. 
- l  

hcre rvas
no clol lbl  l l lal  i t  rvas a ntolLc. ancl a chi ld
burnccl black.

i -  /

Jhithi Fijintato age 17 123)

Tadao Inaue age (,7 1.611)
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Hisashi Niwa age 93 (197)

A u g u . t  7 .  1 9 4 5  a b o u r  8 : 0 0  A . M .
Aioi Bridge
It was too horrifying to look into the river.
I praycd for these dead people.
'llhe area was deserted.
This horse's intestines were laying on the
ground, clear and pufly,3 centimeters in dia-
meter by about 2 meters in length.
Freight lrom horsc carts was scattered over the
road.
Streetcar tracks
Streelcars turned over.
My fifth son was in the army hospital and at
this spot @ I gave up looking for him.
Flattened concrete bridge rail ing
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Honkawa Elcmentary School

Kin Kusata aee 73 (599)

Aio i  Br idqe

Location from which Kinu Kusata
vierved this scene.

Here, three foreigncrs were dead
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Kazuhira Ishizu age 68 (373)
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?/i' F. A2 uql4a

Kaitaichi area
"Oh Praise to Great Buddha"

A woman cycling into I{iroshima City.
She lvas going to rescue hcr child rvho rvas in
thc Volunteer Corps.

o o



F,l+\fl<s
,fr61'(prt- -
*"\ j

4Y^tE# , *t+r7x.bYLfrAr3at

if 
'rrl=lfLr=Lt M{

r rt*,Ifst+LA
*ffr,*

\tr;r'

!*-rii'q'

My sistcr expires, August B
l. I, the sixth grader of primary school
2. Mom
3. I : "Never die, never !" Sis. : "You should

be the last to die !"
4, The last drip ofwater given by a injector
5. Pillow made up of rags
6. Torn-off curtain
The place : Motohigashi Police Station in
Ginzan-machi
Died of total burn
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Masato Une age B0 (685)

A first year junior high school student
asked me to give him some water. I heard
that if people who had been exposed to the A-
Bomb drank water, they would die. So, I
would not give him water.

The next day, when I passed by the place,
he was lying on the ground dead. I wished
then that I had let him drink some warer, even
if he would have died sooner. I clasped my
hands and chanted a prayer to Amitaba. I
started to worry e\.,en more about my own
child, for whom I was looking. He might have
died in such a miserable condition or be suffer-

ing pain. I left there wiping away the tears
which welled up in my eyes.

I heard in the evening that my child had
been call ing "Daddy", "Mommy" and that he
had taken his last breath alone without seeing
us. That was the short life of a thirteen-ycar-
old !

It is twenty-nine years sincc my son died,
and his memory, and the miserabie image of
the junior high school boy asking for water
always haunts me.

Oh, the hateful A-Bomb !
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Kazua Aki2ama age 66 (518)

Most ofthe A-Bomb survivors were burned
all over their bodies. They were not only
naked, but also their skin came off. Suffering
from the severe pain of the burns, they wcrc
wandeling around looking for their parents,
husbands, wives, and children in thc city of
Hirosirima which had been reduced to ashes.

. . . . . .Near  Kamiyacho in  H i rosh ima. . . . . .
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Kazuo Mnt: tmLn dirl in 1977 (,922)

r \ ugus t  7 ,  1945 ,  8 :00  A .M . ,  
' I ake r ra  

sec t i on
8 ki lorneters from the hvpocenter- In scarch
of a placc to crcmatc hcr dcad chi ld.

The burned lace of the chi ld on hcr back
rvas infcstcd rvith maggots. I guess shc lvas
thinking of putt ing her chi ld's boncs in a
bart le helmet she had picked up. I  feared she
would havc to go far to f ind bru'nablc matcl ial
to crematc her chi ld.
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I  rvas rvalking along t l ie Hi j ivanrn Bl iclgc
about 3 :00 P.X{. on August 7. . \  rvoman,
u,ho lool<cd l ihc an er<pectant molhcr. r, i :rs
dcad. r\ t  her side. a ! ir l  of al)oLLt thrcc ),cars
ol agri  brought sornc $'atcr in an crnpty can shc
had found. She rvas tr ' ing to lcl  h.r i rothcr

Kilivtl S,igata aq 69 l:i!).:l)

drink lrorn i t .
- \s soon as I saw this miscrablc sr:cnc rvith

thc pit i ful  chi ld, I  emlrrar:ecl ihc gir l  closc to
mc ancl cl ied rvith ircr ' ,  tcl l ins hcl '  th:rt  i rcr
l ] ln) l i rer was dead.
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Six HANDS OF HELP

Iiino FuJ;ui age 61 (702)
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When the A-Bomb r'r'as droppccL I u'as an
ar-ni1' arnbulance sergcanr of -\katsul<i 11139
Corps starioned at Nirroshima IslzLncl. I sarv
tl l is scene when ouL lescuc squad u'as dcp:rr.1inq
lor Fliroshima fiom ),trinoshima l)icr. About
half an hour after the A-Boml> dropperl small
ships and barges fi i lcd rvith rvoundcd lregan
arriving at Ninoshirn:r. Sonre prcplc r,r 'crc
towcd in thc watcr by ropc lasircd to their

bodics and to thc stcrn of thc boats. Of <:ourse,
thcy wcre de:rd whcn they lr'ere pullcd on shore.
I did not knolv l .hethcl or not t l iey had already
died lrhcn thcy left  t l i roshima or u'hcthcr thev
r . d  d i - d  r . l r i l "  L c i n q  t o u e r l  r , ,  J , ^ .  r .  r ^ , ,

crowdcd rvith the injurcd. But I  st i l l  renrcm-
bel that rniserablc sight o1 the dcad lrodics
uirh lhitc faces washcd in sca rv:rtcr ' .
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Kjoaki Ltcna ast 16 @54'1

August 9, lg, l t l ,  lvherr I  rvas a 1'rcshman at rhe
Hiroshima 

' l 'eachcr ' I  
raining School.

Ai ier thc A-Bomb droppcd I l ielped irr t l rc
clean-up and rcorganization ol thc Hiroshima
'l  

cacLcr T'raining School in Shinonorne 
' Iou'rr.

1'his is only a sketch of rvhat I  saw al t i re Niho
l, lcmcntary School rvhcn I $.ent there on an
cr'r 'and. I  cannot lorget thc scene I r,r , i tncssed.

S i n r '  r l , . r r  r r r .  r r ' ,  m c d . ,  i r r - ,  t , n e  o l  r l r -
rescuc party was coating a survir,or 's burrr * i th

mercurochrome, anotirer. coatcd i t  with cookirrg
oi l ,  and thc third persorr p:rstcd nc\rspaper over
it .  I  cannot ibrgct the vict im's cries at the t ime
rhc paper r'vas being torn off I As there wcre
a lot ol f l ics, maggots \ "ere crawling in thc
lvounds.

-fhe 
corr idor ol Niho Elcmcntary School

r r , ' .  l r . i r r c  u , - d  l o r  e  \ u r \ i v o r \ '  r c r , , l e  , r J l i o n

cvcn though al l  the rvirrdou'panes rvere brokcn.



' /r1f str,l,1&'id " v,?#.F.,,v,'Imu 6rt?i
:=

#€j-:q::.
f i
<4t* - 

'r-

l:/,i:'':-" 
u{oE't

\ 1 '

^- t
(

rfr
tT
t
4
,I

, l
tx
,+'
4

-t

a,
M
1t

6
1 i
4(.

-L:

{ .

L-
4^
7,

,"

I

i
Za

b
l ) , ' .

a :

i )
\

;.,

+ - 4
J e J L -
T L r t

v E A  \ '  4
+ q  I  a

i - (  r :
1  t - ' 1
; r l r y
l ' rA  , . '
!  

" r /  
|, ' / ^ /

I  t l t  *
n : ;

1 , f  :

" | t r .
f| r,'
. t

' , . 1

n ' / h
l i r L
a /j l"
. 1 , t r

1 l:- t1
r4,JL I

g;''E;"'

Kinilo Higali age 76 (271)

While fleeing toward Ogawara I stopped
at the auditorium ofFuchu Elementary School.
Seeing so many people badly injured and ask-
ing for help, I could nothelp crying myself. It
was terrible to see people with their faces,
hands, and legs rio badly swollen. I also felt
sigk from inhaling noxious gases. The army
had no medicine except mercurochrome and
it was, at best, a temporary treatment. Even
now I am anxious about what happened to
those people, I also had some mercurochrome
put on the injury to my face.
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After a few days we carried the injured
people rvho had been on Kanawa Island to the
C)take Marine Corps Base. Each motorboat
pulled five rafts as this picturc shorvs. On
each raft were one noncommissioned ollcer,
three soldiers, f ifty injured people, and about
twenty of their relatives taking care of them.
We could do nothing for the injured people
but give them warer. A girl spurted blood
from her artery rvhen her pressure bandage u,as
taken off. There rvas a man lvhose face looked
iike a broken watermelon whenever he movcd
his mouth. There was just one medical or-
derlv on five ofsuch rafts !

We set sail at five in the morning and were
to auive at Otake at one in the afternoon.
Suddenly an enemy plane flerv toward us and
shot at us with machine guns. We couid do
nothing but put blankets over. the people.
During the attackJ two of the fifty pcople were
killed. One was a man of fifty from Kamino-
bori-cho who got upJ crawled a few fcet while
call ing for his rvife, and then died. I heard
later that his r,vife was taken in anorner unrr
and djed aiso. The other ofthe two was a girl
r,vith hcr family near her.
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. \ugust 6, 1945 at a hospital in Takasu

Hundreds of people had conc to recervc

some treatment. TI le doclo.s h'cl-c putt ing
mercurochrome on the cntirclv lrur ' Ircd bodics

of r lrcsc people.

84



\

NIv burn immcdiatel,v after the r\-Bomb explo-
sion. August [ i .  1945

r\t  thal t imc medicine rvas scarcc. . \  largc
number of iniurccl pcoplc gathered in zr l ine
lnd r,r 'ele trcatcd lvi t i r  cucurrrbcrs. cookine oi l .
ot metcurochtortte,

fcstcring severai wccks latcr
l  scrapcd t lr  lcstering skin again ancL

. g .  i n  n  i . l r  . '  k r r : t i  .  l l . r . ' L  , . u c  :  u i .  l " r  ' i n r r n -

ons and f igs ; no smoking ; no :r lcohol ;  plain

foods ; takc clokudami-grass (a bad-smcll ing
rveccl) ; avoid oil,v 1bods.
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tr{v orrn treatment miracul()uslv
burn.

Bv scrapirig rvilh a knii'c, rrry'
ned to its nornral condition ancl
six cr-'ntimeters long. grcrv out.

cured m_v

skin relur-
hair ' .  alxrut

y6b,

I  t 'as hir l rv thc A-Bornl i  on a strcet in Nlisasa

Town.
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' l  
he mor-ning of r\ugust 7, 19' l i r

I  auoke kr f ind my, lzrce telr iblv t l rangr:cl
as i f  i t  r ,as not mv l 'zr<t. Nlv u holc bodl
:rchcd. I suffer-ed lrom a fcvcr dur-ing thc
night. . \ ,1y rnothcr' ,  rvi Ic, and t l ie Ishizu fanri lv
' "  

1 ' r 1 6 , r  l , o r r . c  r ' .  l i r - , 1  d r r r i r g  r v . r ,  r :  t i n r  .
kindl,v t*rk cale of mc. NIr '  lace, cspccial lr ,
my mouth, felL l iker a rubbcr bal l .  N{y lxrdl
r l id too- 

' I 'he 
fcvcr, rvhich robbecl rnc oi aLl

cnc rg \ ' !  was  more  rm l ; c r l r l r l c  t han  i hc  i n j r r r ' r .

After onc month in bcd I rn:rnast:d tr)

l 'alk again and so I rejoirred mt mil i lar,v uni1.
(As I had no1 bcen direct l l '  cxposccl to thc

bornb-I1ash, mv i l lncss was not too ser- iorls.)

Within a rvcck zrl l  ni1'conrraclcs'I tair tulncd a

red-bronrr color and lel l  out. 
' lhcv 

u'crc also

Ir leeding f i 'om the gulns and unclcr- t l re rrai ls.

Graduall l '  thev becamc errraci:rLed and theit '

burns l istered al l  over. l t  lookcd l ikc lhq'
rvere carrying bags of lvatcl on t lrcir bacl<s.
' l  

hcv al l  soon cl icd.

I decided to rcturn to I lon-in against thc
advice of m1'l i icncls. On tLc rvat l  rnet \ Ir ' .
Samura. a fr iencl of minc. Without his name
plate I could not havc idcnl i f ied ir im. He saicl
that al l  his companions u'ere ki l lcd cluriug a
n r o r r . i n e  . , * n m l ,  .  I  .  , l r  i . - , 1  1 . i r  r  t "  q "  r ' ,

Hesaka [[ ]cmcntar) '  School l i rr  mc.l ical t lcal-
rnent. 

' l -hen 
rve p:rr led.

' Ihree 
soldiers rvho rveLc brought here 1r1'

Lhc ambulancc squad lesterdav had al l  dicd.
l lach ol thcm l l ,as srrol len l ike a bal loon dol l
and tLeir '  skins rvcrc thc color oi-potatoes.
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The condition in which I found my 40 year
old wife on tire morning of August I l, 1945.
She was badly burnecl and had developed run-
ning sores.

I was a soldier and l-rad left for Takamatsu
in Shikoku by orders of the Army on August 5.
So I retulned home to Ushita in Hiroshima
City.

1. She iooked just l ike a ghost because her
eyelids were badly burncd and swollen.

Fu,araro Tantminc ac? 77 9A0

2. FIer lips, swollen and protruding, made
her mouth look liLe a monkey's.

j. Aithough she wes under mosquito ner-
ting, the skin of her whole burned body
on which maggots were breeding had
the appearance of the crust of a crab.

S l re  d ied  on  Scptember  B .  1945.  even
though I applied oil, seaweed, and tried every
othcr means I could think of to save her life.
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Krn InAnqn n nqr t l  (1lh

T ' l , i q  n i . t , , ' .  ; .  . l ' ^ , , .  r l . .  " . " ..  r l c  o P P r r  l l n n

along the r ivelbank in S:rkaimachi  at  B:40

A.\'I., ' \ugust 5, 19.15. Navy personnel
started to rescue pcoplc in IJonkawa, Dnoma-
chi, and \{otomac}ri. There wcrc crics lor
hclp from women, childlen, and old pcoplc:
pinned under houses or crushcd bctrvccn pil-
lars. ' I 'he fire spread so rapicllv that 2B0,000
people died l iom burning, asphl'xiation, drown-
ing, and being crushed.

The dead lvcre sacrif iced for their country.
Childrcn, rvivcs, fathcrs, and Gicnds nevcr
carne back. I hear-plrantonr voiccs crying for
hclp. I can not lorgct.
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Fusaka Suma age 14 (,311

Uchikoshi town's evacuation centcr
l .  Smclicd bad
2. Distr- ibutcd r icc b:r l ls
3. His lace'"r.as covered rvith gauze.
.1. Carpct made of stra\{
5. B:rndagc
6. ! l ies caused maggots to lbrm on thc

u'oundcd people.
7. His stomach rvas swollerr arrd f i l led with

B. A colpse
9. A corpse

10. l 'ul<ushima Rivcr
l l .  He died as he rvas about to drink \t 'ater.
12 .  A  ho le . . . . . . . f ' he  so ld i c r s  ga thc rcd  and

burned lhc corpse.
13 .  A  dcad  ho rsc

9 1
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Yoshika Tokutami aee 66 1243)
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ln , \s mv feet hurt af ier naikir lg on t iLes ancl

brokcn gLass, I pickecl up gaiters, roiLecl

Lhern into bandages. and u'rzrPpcd thcm

:Lround mv l ieL.

2. Her f:Lce rvas lirll crf splinrcrs o1 gl:rss
't 'his 

lai i-pul ler, rvhich l  pickcci up bc-

ncatl i  Tsuluni Bl idge rvhcn thc t ide rv;rs

ottt ,  u'as of rnuch use for people l ikc hcr.

. i .  NL. Har:rda, u'ho had bccn thc X-r 'av

t:ngineer in thc I lealth Counci l  C'cnter,

rvas sevcrelv bruised oD i l is chcst $' l lcn

his Iurusc col lapscd.
.f .  Srrt:h a hair '  str le rvas in fhshion arnol lg

lonrcn durins thc decisive batt les of the

last \.-ar'.
5. ,_\ mcmbet'ol lhc r-t :scuc i l , l r t) 'carr\1l lg

a strctcher.
6. Shr: rvas so badlv brrrued that I  colr ldn't

sce hol olcl  she t:Ls. Thc name tag on

her chesl lcd me to bel icvc she rvas a

schoolgir '1.
7. Tr.-o or- three rronths beforc. the Cilr '

()lljce had borr-orvc-d the house from the

Taru-vas in hvabana. Yaga Torvn ancl

cquippcd i t  rvirh rhings 1br a possiblc n'ar '

cl isaster uniL.

11. l lach health nurse \\ 'as to havc a tem-

porarl 'cJinic, but I  rvas the onlv onc \\ 'ho

\vas zrblc to \ !ork The harrds and feet o1

al l  rhc othcrs *cre lnjurecl ancl thel ' lav

in the Citt Oftice.

9. l l i roshirn:r Rescnc Sration. (on l lag)

1 [] .  Prclent lnfect ion

a. lranclagcs
b. gauze
t:.  cl t lorolorrn
t l .  t inctulc of iodine

c. disir l fcctant
1', rnclculochromcr
g .  t i nc tu r c  o f  o i l

h. rub
i .  buckc t

I
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Olaiclti Yamatuato age 87 (517)

' l  
hc Terror of the A-Bomb : a miserzrble young

nan lvho was completely burncd.
NIy house was located in Funair i  Torvn,

1.5 l<i lomcters lrom the hypocenter. I  here we

cxpericnced thc ,\-Bomb and rvcre buried

undcr the housc. NIy rvifc and I had a narrorv

escape hom death bccause ol space supported

by a rvardrobe. lVe could not get out lbr

lrventy or lhirt ,v minutcs but f inal ly fbund a

\\ 'ay through the rrr ins ofthe house and crarvled

out. When wc sot to the road of Funair i

Town, many wounded pcople rvere lvandcrinE

rhis wav ancl that. Somc r.r 'ere carrying the

wounded on boards to Eba Hospital.  The
,  h l i ' m " r r  o f  r l c  n ' i q l r b o r h o o d  o l q r n i z a t i o n

had a Japancse swotd on his back and rvas
patrol l ing al l  over the disuict to help vict ims

of the .\-Bomb. Suddcnl-v, onc man who lr 'as

stark naked came uP to me and said in a qua-

vel ing voice, 
"Plcase help mc !" He rvas

burnccl zrnd srr,ollcn all ovcr 1l'om the cllL'cts rl1'



uIryWffiWffiIffiffiIr

the A-Bomb. Since I did not recognize him
as my neighbor, I asked who he was. He
answered that he was Mr. Sasaki, the son of
Mr. Enriosuke Sasaki, who had a lumber
shop in Funairi Town. That morning he had
been doing volunteer labor service evacuating
the houses near the Prelectural Office in Kako
Town. He had been burned black all over
and had started back to his home in Funairi.
He looked miserable burned sore, and naked
with only pieces ofhis gaiters trailing behind as
he walked. Only the part of his hair covered
bv his soldier's hat was left, as if hc was rvear-
ing a bowl. When I touched him, his burned
skin slipped off. I did not know what to do,
so I asked a passing driver to take him to Eba
Hospital.

Soon afterward, I met the wife of my
neighbor who had also been injured by the
A-Bomb. Although her husband and I tricd
to help her she died on rhe way to Eba Hospital.

Another neighbor could not walk because her
legs were wounded and looked like pomegran-
ates.We had to take her to the hospital by hold-
ing her under her arms. The hospital room
was full of wounded people. Theie I found
Mr. Sasaki whom I had met that morning.
His entire body, except for hrs eyes, was
covered n'ith bandages. Sometime later I
met his mother who was verv grateful to me fcrr
having helped her son. But she told me he
had died just after noon. I was very sorry to
hear this.

I left the hospital and went across the
river near the Hiroshima Commercial High
School with my neighbors. I walked towards
Itsukaichi Town where there was a shelter and
arrived at the Itsukaichi Town Office in the.
evening.

Every year, August 6, I remember the time
of the A-Bomb explosion. I can never forget
the tenor and horror of the Atomic Bomb.



Seven THE CITY OF THE DEAD

Itiko Tal,al,rtra reP il (.110)

-l'he corpse lying on its back on the roacl
had bee n kil led immediately when the A-Bomb
was dropped. Its hand was lifted to the sk1'
zrnd the fingers u'ere burning rvith blue flamcs.
The fingers rverc shortcncd to one-third ancl
distorted. A dark Jiquid \{ 'as running to thc
ground along the hand. This hand must
have embraced a child bcfolc.
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lmjiro Wataoka age 7B (281)

August  7 ,  1945,  l0 :00  A.M.  near  Toka ich i -
Town strcctcar stop

The black hair of a woman strcetcar
drivcr r"cmained straight. Horv strange !

9 7
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Jun Watanabe age 1B (.201)

(,

{Armv Dri l l  Field at l-ba
It r ' r 'as hel l  on carth al l  ovcr thc ci lr .  J

don ' t  t h i nk  I  can  desc r i be  even : r  t en - t l r ou -
: n ' l r l r  o '  r r ' c  r r a l l r r  L )  t l r . ' ' r  i n q  r  p i c r . r r e  o l

tel l ing a stor-) ' .  I  think only thosc u'ho cx-
pcriencecl i t  can understand.

Black rain u,as fal l ing.
' fhe 

labels on the picturc indicate noun-
tains of corpses and parts of bocl ies.

too

About 11 A.M. August 9 near thc Tokirva
Bridge of Osuka Torvn

A pilc of blackened bodies had been
gathered from the nearby ruins. They tlcre
being cremated one after another on thc river-
bcd.

r\ugust 6 ancl 7
At Onaga Tolvn, former east dri l l  f ic ld of

l l lc arm)',  at the loot of N4t. lutaba. Kol<uzen
Tcmplc.

Yashia llatnarla au 5B l826))
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HildLiLo Ol:azaki aee .t0 (311)

About ir P.N{. August 6 rear the tcrrninal ofthe
Hakushimzr l ine

A uniftrnr-rccl strcctcar driver lay.deacl on
his stomach. He mighL have dicd aftcr lcading
all t}X] passcngcrs to safety. Bc,vond thc ch ivcr.
the conductor lay de:Ld on his back sti l l  hold-
i n q  f  i .  f e r "  l ' .  g .  . \  d e e d  \ o u n g  f l . . r  . i t r i n g  o n
a cart besidc thc tracks r^"as looking up tou,arcls
thc skv. To thc right a fire raged along thc
livcr bank. 'Io the lefi u'as thc buildjng of
tlrt: Communications Burcau.
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f,larato Yumaslita age 52 1171)

-\ugust 9
\'Vith no one to help irer, a girl dicd lean-

ing on the bank of the Enko Rivcr.
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MaMto Yamashita age 52 (170)

Aueust 9
On the west embankment of a military

training ficld was a young boy four or five
years old. He was burned black, lying on his
back, with his arms pointing toward heaven.

Numbers in the brackets indicate the orrl,ers receioed..



This book contains 104 pictures of a total of 975 collected
during two months lrom June to August 1974 in response to an
NHI( television appeal entitled "Let us Leave for Posterity Pictures
about the Atomic-Bomb Drawn by Citizens". None of these pic-
tures was drawn by a professional artist. They were done by old
pcople such as those we pass by in the city of Hiroshima and sit
next to on the bus. N{ost of them had never drawn a picture since
their graduation from elementary school. In the pictures the
personal experiences of the Atomic Bomb are shown. They are
not merely the records and materiah of that day thirty years ago.
Rather, each picture echoes the heartfelt cry of someone who has
bccn enduring sorrow and sullering for thirty years since the day the
Atomic Bomb was dropped.

It Started frorn a Sing1e Picture
One day in May, 1974 Mr. Iwakichi Kobayashi, an old man

of 77 wearing geta, visited the NHK studio in Hiroshima He ha.d

a single picture rvith him and said that the T. V. drama "Hatoko

no Umi," then on the air, reminded him of the Atomic Bomb explo-
sion. He showed us his picture titled "At about 4 P M., August
6, 1945, near Yorozuyo Bridge". In the simply and vividly drawn
picture were countless numbers of people su'ffering from burns and

ihirsting for water. There was also a figure of a young lady

covered with a burned sheet of tin-roofing lying on the river bank.
Mr. Kobayashi explained that he was at the railway station when
the Atomic Bomb exploded. He was looking for his only son when
he witnessed the scene he had drawn. Usually we think of the
Yorozuyo Bridge as an ordinary bridge we cross and we do not
pay any attention to it because Hiroshima has many.rivers with

iimilar bridges.. So we were awed by the extraordinary power of

Ntr. Kobayashi's picture and by the vividness of his memory even
after almost thirty years. How different this was from understand-
ing the Atomic Bomb experience by reading a story. The picture

appealed directly to our senses. Mr' Kobayashi said to us, "Even

now I can not erase the scene from my memory. Before my death
I wanted to draw it and leave it lor others." Having heard his

words we made up our minds to ask the people who experienced the

Atomic Bomb to draw pictures of what they remembered on that day

THE PICTURESABOUI THE ATOMIC BOMB

_ANAPPEAL OF THE CITIZENS

t05
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u'hich no other pcople reall l '  knolv. Just as Mr. I(obayashi was
77 years olcl l 'c kncn' that othcr suilercrs o1'the Atomic Bomb rvere
lapidly aeinu. Iven in Hiroshima the number of people who did
not cxpcricnce tlre Atoinic Bonb had incrcased to almost half thc
population. If tLrc Atomic Bonb cxperience was not recorded
soon, it rvoulcl laclc awav l. ith this one gencration.

NFIII broaclcasted in Junc, 1974, a local mornine proeranr
tit lecl ". ' \ Singlc Picture" which rvas based on VIr. Kobayashi's
cirarving. \\I i th that prosraol \!e started an appeal "Let us Leavt:
lor Posterity Picturcs o1'the Atomic Bomb Drawn by Citizcns,'.
We could not prcdict rvlrt ' thcl the suffi:rurs, especially thcoid people,
rvould clrar.v any pictules as thr:y did not usuaily clrar,v.

The Movernent Spreads
As soon as tlre program enciccl. pictures werc collected onc a{ter

another. It rvas urs iI 'a clam had broken. Half the pictures lvere
scnt by nrail rvhilc thc othcr half u'ere brougl.it directly to NHK, some
b,v olcl people l 'ho could hardly I 'aik. Somc traveled a Iong l 'ay to
thc stuclio ancl ue hardly had time to rccci\:e and thank them prop-
clly. Onc saicl, "I cannot lorgct this scenc." Others shotvecl
their pictures cxplaininu then fcverishly, somctimes in ti:ar.s. The
pictures rvcrc drarvn r,yith all kinds ol tools such as pencils, cri iyorrs,
rvater colors, magic pens, colorec'l pcncils, ancl India ink. The
peoplc usecl almost any kincl ol papcr they could find such as drau-
ing paper, backs ofcalendars, adr,ertisinu bil ls, and paper usecl for
covering sliding doors. Some clrclv the picturcs on thc backs of
childrcn's sr:ribbled papcls, probably those of thcir grandchildren.

N{any trained errtists have drar,vn thr: miserable scene of that
day. But did you knorv that so many orclinary people coulcl draw
pictures l ikc these ? Iiven in Hiroshima it is said that people are
apt to lbrgct thcir expericnces ol' many long ycars ago. Thcsc
Pictures, hou'cvcr. tcl l us that survivors cannot forget thcir expe|-
ences.

4-+-:
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We have mentioned on this television program and also on the

ncws and in announcements that the pictures about the A-Bomb

drawn by survivors should be preserved. They were sent not only
from Hiroshima Prelecture but also lrom other prefectures. Riding

his motorcycle through a storm wearing a soaked raincoat, Mr.

Shiro Fujimoto (p.85) brought his picture from his home in Fuse

town, Yamaguchi Prefecture, 70 kilometers away. When we saw

his picture we werc astonished to find how graphically it told us of
his cxperience.

Haruko Ogasawara (p. 43) and Tomoko Konishi (p. i2) drew
the actions of that day with a series of pictures showing the times of

their occurrence. 
'I 'he 

explanations and the pictures of Hatsuji
Takeuchi (p. 28) and Ayako Ucsugi (p. 35) make it almost possible
to hear the cries of these su{Tering pcople.

Almost every picturc has an explanation, either on the picture
itsell, on the backside ol' i t, or on an attached sheet of paper.
When the picture docs not tell the whole experience, the written
explanation helps. Using two colors, one of which is used for
drarving the scene belore the explosion, the other lor immediately
after the explosion, the picture on page 24 tells you that the students
stlnding in a l ine in a morning assembly were blown down by the
blast and the heat rays. Keep in mind when you look at this
picture that the artist 's idea is to make unforgettable his memory of
the scene. So, imaginative devices not ordinarily employed by

artists have been used to produce these drarvings.
Nine httndrcd pictures were collected before July 1974 and

exhibitcd in Peacc Memorial Museum August I 6, 29 years after
the r\-Bomb. During that t ime about 20,000 people saw the pic-

tures. They rvere askecl to write their impressions in notebooks and

ciglrtecn u'ere fi l led. Someone wrote, "We have never seen such
an cxhibit ion that shows so many crudely done pictures as this.

But these drawings made a stronger impression on us than anr'
othcrs. evcr cli d. "

1 4 L
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The Message the Pictures Wish to Convey
The Assembly Hall used lor the exhibition should have becn

twice the size originally planned for, So many pictures were sent
in and even during the exhibit ion many more pictures arrived. A
number of pictures were drawn at the Assembly Hall. The plann-
ed space was entirely fi l led, and later the walls were fi l led lrom
floor to t eil ing.

While we watched people continue to bring in pictures during
the filming of the television program about the A-Bomb, \,ve won-
dered why so many pictures were drawn in spite of their crude
techniques. Then wc realized that many explanations on the pic-
tures ended with the words "gashoo" or "gashoonembutsu" mean-
ing praying hands or lolded hands in prayer lor the dead. "I am
not good at painting. I am very sorry that I couldn't make a prc-
ture scroll which would really tell you of the experience that I had
at that t ime. However, today I drew a picture and wrote an ex-
planation while in lront of a Buddhist altar", Mrs. Kinu Kusata
explained on her picture.

The pictures convey wltat the survivors would l ike, known that
in drawing the picture it led them to make amends individually
lor the people who died that day and to relieve the anguish of their
souls. This was related to the positive wish that others should
undclstand the truth ot'that day. As N,Irs. 

' I 'suneyo 
Masada, agc

75, explained ol the many blameless people who wanted water,
writhed in agony, and died, "I 'm an old woman and not good at
writ ing and drawing but in spite of that I was struck with the idea
ofdrawing a picture and rvrit ing an explanation so that many people
can understand my experience." Many pictures were drawn by
people in their sickbeds. IVIrs. Katsu Kawano, age 82, drew five
pictures with her palsied hands. "I drew a picture with my dis-
abled hands. The scene shows only a part of the misery in rny
mind lrom the actual experience." When we went to interuew
Mrs. Hamano Matsushita about the explanation of her picturcs
she was seated in her work room and said with great ir i i tatron,
"This picture could not possibly tell you all my experiences.
Even if I drew one hundred pictr-rres, they could not tell you of my
cxperiences !" As they drew their pictures, the sufferers were im-
patient and dissatisfied because they could not express their real
feelings. Drawing reminded them of their painful experiences of
30 years ago. "My hands are tremblins and my heart throbs as
I think of how I should explain the reality of that situation so that

to8



you can really understand," said Mrs. Michiyo Azuma, age 68.
While we collected information from the survivors we were deeply
impressed by each of their pictures. These pictures cried directly
to each viewer of the pain and destruction suffered. They did so
not because ol their artistry but because of the emotions expressed.

Conclusion
"These pictures are poor in quality ifyoujudge thern for artistic

quality and techniques. We don't want you to see them as exhi-
bits in a museum. We want to tell you that these things actually
happened, that people really died in terrible pain." So wrote 59
year old Mr. Kazuo Kambara.

During the short time in which these pictures were drawn the
spread ofnuclear weapons has accelerated. Nuclear tests have been
made in many countries of the world including India, which re-
cently conducted its fiIst nuclear test. But through the pictures of
the A-Bomb sufferers, outsiders can be opened to the long closed
rvorld of the first victims of nuclear war and learn that these pictures
condemn the folly of nations blindly pursuing a nuclear arms race.
These pictures should not be ignored. They will be valuable only
when widely shown to people who do not fully understand the
Atomic Bomb. We hope that you will grasp the heartfelt cries of
cvery picture Ibr they are truly the starting point of an appeal for

Peace.
.We started to receive pictures again beginning this April,

1975. We received 300 more pictures by the end of May and
while we were preparing this book many morc pictures were being
drawn. Mr. Yoshio Hamada (p. 101) sent us five pictures this year
although he is stil l bedridden. Mrs. Haruko Ogasawara (p.43)
also sent us 5ome pictures. She wrote, "Some ofthe A-Bomb suf-
ferers are still ill from ladiation sickness. I drew pictures again this
year because I want to keep handing down that horrible scene of
the A-Bombed city wl.rich will remain in my memory as long as I
live."

For one year, starting with the picture drawn by Mr. Iwakichi
I{obayashi we have continucd collecting data for our televisron
program. We have been encouraged by the many pictures sent
to us and are very sorry that we cannot show you all of them. We
too want to pray for th€ great number of people who died on that
day. We express our deep appreciation to those who drew pictures
and encour:rged us.
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History/Poltics $795

The 
"unforgettable fre" came to Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 The actual atomic

bomb was a m nuscule weapon by today's standards of destruct ve Power. Nonethe
ess, vast sections of Hirosh ma were leveled instant y, and aPProx mate y 240,000
DeoDle were casualties,

Thirty years later, those who survived sti I live with the memory of that moment
painfully etched in their minds, Some still hear "phantom vo ces crying for help,"
Others cannot erase a s ngle, Pa nfu image: a dying boy calling out for water or a
spouse or child eft pinned in a f lam ng house.

Now through a project of the Japan Broadcasting Corporation, these survivors
have been given the chance to share their memories. The result is an extraordinary
and unforgattable document, ln over one hundred vivd color drawrngs (a I the more
powerful ior the fact that none were made by professional artists) and brief, often
wrenchlnS accompanying descriptions, the Hirosh ma exPerience s invoked Noth-
rng could br ng home more simPly or more Personally the fatal human consequences
ofthe present escalating arms race. Th s book is required reading in the nuc ear age

The art in this book was a response to a request broadcast on a morning te evlsion
program in Japan for drawings from atomic bomb survvors. The results were mme-
diate. The telev sion station was inundated with drawings, So powerful were the
sur.vivors' desires to share their memories that they turned to whatever materials
were at hand-pencils, crayons, waterco ors, lYagic Yarkers, colored penc ls, India
ink-and drew on the backs of calendars, advertlsements, bl ls, or even the PaPer.
used to cover Japanese sl ding doors. Some drew on the backs of childrens scribbled
papers, probablythose ofthelr Srandchr dren.
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