AD 102: DRAWING I

Mondays & Wednesdays, 4pm to 6:40pm

1519 SSB

Instructor: William Staples

e-mail: wstapl1@uic.edu
Spring 2006
Drawing is the fundamental foundation of visual art. What ever medium one chooses to practice, drawing enables the artists to communicate visual information and understand the components of composition, line, shape and form. Though for many artists technology no longer requires to take pencil in hand. Understanding the basic drawing principles will help to comprehend the visual structure of nature, by breaking it down to the abstract shapes and forms which objects are made of, so as to see how they relate in space. The purpose of this course will be to investigate concepts of mark making and composition while exploring various materials in order to establish visual skills, that no matter if one is a painter, sculpture, designer, or video artist, they will begin to train the eye to understand and communicate their ideas in pictorial forms.
CLASS REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:
Your grades will be based on the completion and quality of the in-class projects and homework assignments, on individual effort, ability to comprehend the material and your ongoing development over the course of the semester. Every two weeks you will be assigned a new take home project. You must complete all assignments given. There will be a midterm portfolio review, a final critique, as well as, portfolio presentations at the end of the semester. So it is important to keep all of your work. Any missing assignments will affect your grade.
I expect you to be prepared for every class. Have all your materials with you for each meeting.

Class participation is required. Grades will not only be based on projects, but will also be determined on your involvement within the class and during critiques. Sharing your questions and thoughts can aid in learning the subject for all. Attendance is mandatory. Missing more than three classes can drop your grade or result in failure. Excessive lateness will also hurt your grade.

50% of your grade will be based on the quality of your projects, Midterm, Final critique and portfolio.

25% will be based on your attendance.

25% is for class participation.

COURSE TIME LINE:
The semester will concentrate on five different genres of drawing:
Still life, Self portrait, Landscape, Figure and Abstraction.

Weeks 1 through 4 will involve working from still life’s in class and for out side projects. During this time we will concern ourselves with line, contour, positive and negative space and composition.
Weeks 5 through 7 will concentrate on self portraits. The goal at this time will be to consider values, shading and shape. 
WEEK 8 WILL BE MIDTERM INDIVUAL MEETINGS.  
Weeks 8 through 10 will consider abstraction. We will continue with shape and investigate form through collage and experimenting with other materials. Here we will also expand on what composition is as well as challenge our notions of space and mark making.
Spring break is March 20th to 24th.
Weeks 11 through 14 will deal with landscape (weather permitting) and environments. With landscape and drawing our environments we will address perspective, light and shadow, ideas of time and the temporal, while also considering all of the earlier techniques.
Weeks 15 and 16 will concentrate on the figure. Here we will use gesture drawing, return to line, form, value and structure. With the final goal to fully realize and develop a drawing considering all of the concepts we have gone over during the semester.
FINAL CRITIQUES May 1st and May 3rd.
This timeline may change depending on how the class progresses and comprehends the material. We may move faster or slower through certain parts.

Also depending on time allowed the class will make trips to the Art Institute and local galleries. There will be short slide presentations from time to time to give examples of the different types of drawing styles and techniques.
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
(One of each unless otherwise stated)
Paper:

-24” x 18” newsprint pad, 100 sheet, rough tooth

-24” x 18” white drawing paper pad, 80 lb or more 

(recommended brands, Canson “classic recycled”, Strathmore “medium drawing”. “premium recycled”.)

-“Stonehenge” printmaking paper, 3 sheets

-30” x 22” Rives BFK (280 gsm), 3 sheets

-multi-purpose construction paper*
Dry Media:

-Graphite pencils: 2H, HB, 2B, 4B, 6B, 8B

-A box of compressed charcoal.

-Soft vine charcoal sticks in thin, medium and thick get 3 of each width.

-A large stick of white pastel

-ball point pens (black, red, blue)
Wet Media:
-Black Indian Ink (Pelican or Higgins are good brands, make sure you get them in a bottle or jar containers and NOT in squeeze bottle dispensers.) You can also get Sumi ink (green bottle)

-Acrylic paint in 8 oz. jars (Utrecht sells its own brand that is inexpensive, but Goldens or any other brands will do.)
Colors:
Titanium White*
Ivory Black*
Tools:
Brushes:

-1/2” diameter sumi brush

-Acrylic brushes, Flat brushes in size #14
Rounds in sizes # 10
-Water Color brushes:

Flat in size # 12
Round in # 10
These brushes should be soft bristle ONLY, in Sable or Sabeline.
-White vinyl eraser (Staedtler Mars Plastic or General’s Factis)

-2 Design Kneaded rubber erasers

MATERIAL CONTINUED:

-chamois cloth
-pencil sharpener

-masonite drawing board, with clips, minimum size, 20” x 26”

- spray “workable” fixative, matte finish (DO NOT get a product called Krylon matte finish.)

-scissors

-glue: Elmer’s or rubber cement.
-mirror, at least 12” x 12”* (can get this at home depot or Ace hardware in glass or plexi)

-Glass or plastic jars with wide mouth. This could be old pasta sauce jars, Mason jars, peanut butter or jelly bottles etc.  These are very important to have when using paint.*
-X-Acto knife

-A good metal ruler no smaller than 24”
-A utility box to carry supplies

- A portfolio to keep all projects in (make sure it is a good one that will keep your work flat and in good shape. Presentation of work is very important.)
(*these items are not needed by the first day)
HAVE ALL THESE MATERIALS BY THE SECOND CLASS.

There will be a $25.00 Lab fee for this class. This fee will go towards the model for the figure drawing portion of the semester.
You can buy materials at:

Pearl Art Supplies on Chicago & Franklin

near the Brown Line El Station.

Utrecht on Michigan ave. and Van Buren about a

Block and a half south from the Art Institute.
The Art Store on North ave. west of Clyburn,
near the Whole Foods.
