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Interviel t :  Talktng Back to T!.
(Tesco Vee)Th is  ta lk  w ich  Tesco
took  p lace  in  August  o f  1983.

25: When did you sEart  the Meat-
men?

TV: I started the l"leatmen back'  
in the summer of rB1. I t  was
just ure and a fr iend of mine.
We were pretty bored with what
was golng on in Lansing, sor r  o
Our native environs htere pret-
t y . . .

2 5 z  D o l t i s h ?

TV: Yeah. We basical ly started
of f  w i th  jus t  the  two o f  us .
We were sort  of  the central
core of sLckness. We added

' var ious and sundry people.

25: Whac made you form that sort
of band?

TV:  We were  Jus t  be lng  ourse lves .
I rve  sor t  o f  never  passed
through the proper stages of
development.  I rve always en-

Joyed things l ike fart ing and
thac reaL1y sick kind of humor.
I ' ve  a lways  been a  b ig  fan  o f
bands that went out of  their
way co shock and offend and say
exac t ly  what  they  fe l t .  That r  s
just the rray we came at i t .  ThE
scene a t  tha t  t ime was rea l l y
s e r i o u s :  t h e  N e c r o s ,  t h e  F i x x . . .
g rea t  bands ,  bu t  I  fe l t  the
scene needed a  l i t t le  sho t  in
the arm of something a l i t t le
more  humorous .  So werd  s i t  a -
round with cases with this 67"
beer from Canada, get real ly
fucked-up, and hre wrote "Too1-

ing  fo r  Anusr t t  "Meatmen Stompr I
t tone Down, Three to Go.r '  In
the  space o f  two n igh ts ,  we
wrote al l  the lvr ics and the
mus ic .

When we s ta r ted  o f f ,  we were
t ight and al l ,  but the Procgss
cut sucked, as f4r as I  was con-
cerned. I  knew we could do bet-
t e r .

The l ine-uP was never stable.
I t  was always irnPossible to get
peop le  to  p rac t ice .

25: Who were the other two members
on t tre f i rst  EP?

TV; Ic was l{ ike, who used to PlaY
bass for the Fixx. He PlaYed
with us on our mini-Eour of
the East. The drumner was Todd
from the Necros. That was the
line-up we had for the longest
t ime. Then, i t  went to Greg'
who was Richr s brother on
guitar, and !1r. X, who stas a
real ly good drummer, but he
wasnt t  real ly into the band
loo much. He was more into
l i f t ing weights and raislng
Dobermans. Heavy-duty, manlY
Lhings l ike that.

2 5 z So the humor and offend thing
was basical ly your intent f rom
the beginning?

Yeah, in a way, But peoPle la-
bel us a Joke band. I  thlnk of
some of the songs as being se-
ml -ser ious .  A  lo t  o f  the  songs
were  wr i l ten  under  d i f fe ren t
c i rcumstances .  A11 the  Cr iP-
pled Chl ldren songs I  wrote
sorE o f  a t  the  las t ,  m inu te .
Thus ,  tha t  record  isn t  t  as
t ight as rog Sausage. But the
whole thlng of i t  was to be
real ly stupid and to offend
the punks.

To o f fend Ehe punks .  . .

To offend a punk is the
ult imate. Punk has become
so s ta ld  and s te r i le  in  a
lot of  ways. And then a
band wi l l  come along that
w i l l  ge t  me go ing  aga in .  To
s h o c k  t h i s  l i t t l e  c i r c l e  o f
folks rdas great fun for me.
To get them st i rred up and
p issed o f f .  Cons ider ing
some o f  the  th ings  I rve
sa id ,  peop le  have gone easy .
I  expected some pretty heavy-
duty backlash, but I  havenr t

2 5 :

TV:

TV:
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r ea l l y  go t ten  much .  I  t h i nk
peop le  a re  p re t t y  comp lacen t .
P e o p l e  c a l l  m e  t h i s  a n d  t h a t . . .
s e x i s t  a n d  s u c h .  I c  d o e s n t r
bo the r  me .  They r  11  ca l .  I  me  wha t

they  wan t .
The songs were aboul  th ings

we thought  were funny.  i le fd
just  throw ideas out  and come

up wi th something and say,  "01r ,

t h a t ' d  b e  g r e a t . "  W e r d  b e
laugh ing  a t  some th ing  and  werd

say ,  r tWe  go t ta  w r i r e  a  song
abouc  tha t . "

You  know,  I tm  no t  a  sex i s t
i nd i v i dua l .  I n  my  dea l i ngs
rv i th  rn; tomen,  I  t reat  them wi th
a n  u l t i m a t e  r e s p e c t .

2 5 :  I t l s  s t r a n g e  t o  s e e  Y o u  m a r -
r i e d .

T V :  S u r e .  I ' r n  a l m o s t  2 8  Y e a r s  o l d '
An  o ld  ge r i a t r i c  by  l o t s  o f
s tanda rds .  Peop le  don ' t  unde r -

stand.  Lrow I  can delve in to
these  i ns t i t u t i ons  l i ke  mar -
r i age  and  sh i t .

25 :  I  hea rd  you  taug l t t ,  a l so .

TV :  Yeah ,  I  was  a  f i f t h -g rade
schoo t  t eache r  f o r  r h ree
yea rs .  And  I ' d  be  s ing -
ing in  a degrading,  s leazy
punk  rock  band  a t  n i gh t .

25 :  You  wen t  t o  co l l ege  i n  Lan*
s i n g ?

TV:  Yes .  Thus  my  advanced  s ta te
o f  i n te l l ec tua l  deve lopmen t .
To become the media s lut  t i ra t
I am to<iay.

25 :  L ' ha t  i n f l uences  d id  you  have?
I^ l 'ere you inf luenced by Fear?

TV :  So r t  o f  l i ke  Fea r .  Bu t  Fea r  i s
lame. I  th ink the other  guys
in  t he  band  were  i n f l uenced  by
Fea r  more  than  I  was .  I  mean ,
the whole of fending the crowd
kind of  th ing.  l le  were never
i n t o  t h a t . .  W e r d  g e t  a  b a n E e r

going wl th the crowd,  but  we
weren t t  l i ke  "Fuck  you ,  homos ,
you  bu t t f ucks . "  The  same jokes

eve ry  g ig  f o r  f ou r  yea rs .  We
t r i ed  t o  m ix  i t  up  and  s tu f f
l i k e  t h a t .

The best  shows we p laYed
were  a t  t he  F reeze r  i n  De t ro i t ,
when that  was happening.

25:  From your magazine rev iews,  i t
seems  you  app rec ia te  a l1  k l nds
o f  u u s i c .

TV:  0h,  yeah.  I  l ike everyth ing
frour Abba to bands l ike the
Virg in Prunes.  I  l tke heavy
meta l ,  i ndus t r i a l  mus i c .  A l l
sor ts  of  th ings.  I  have a
p r e t t y  b i g  r e c o r d  c o l l e c t i o n "

I r ve  co l l ec ted  reco rds  s i nce
h igh  schoo l ,  bu t  l o t s  o f  t he
heavy metal  s tuf f  I  dumped
when  I  s ta r ted  co l l ec t i ng  punk
reco rds .  I r ve  a lways  rea l l y
been a devotee of  che Amer i -
can  mus i c  scene ,  Eng land ts
got  a lock on the Ar ty- far ty
bands  l i ke  S i s te rs  o f  Mercy
and great  bands l ike that .

I 've a lwaYs been into the Amer-

ican band,  even f rom the o ld

days :  l i ke  t he  We i rdos ,  t he

Avengers,  and the Pagans.  I

th ink those bands are a hel l

o f  a lo t  more Punk than Eng-

l and t  s  bands .
S lash  magaz ine  used  to  be

so hot .  That  was what  in f lu-

enced me to star t  Touch and

Go .  S lash  and  Chr i s  D .  and

Kisbbovs Seviews.  That  was

g rea t .  They  were  de f i n i t e lY

ou r  men to rs  i n  ge t t i ng  t he

magaz ine  s ta r ted .

25:  When did You star t  lgrJch and

G o ?

TV:  November  o f  179 .  The  f i r s t

i ssue  we  made  on lY  50  coP ies .

And the next  19 issues we

pr in ted  300  o r  400 .

25:  And now You Pr int  a thousand.

I r m  g l a d  E h a t  i t  s u r v i v e d .



l.l
TV:  Yeah,  I  cou ld  a f fo rd  to  Press  TV:

mo(€r but a thousand PeoPle-

P ick  l t  t 'P  u"a  read i t '  so  l rm

sat is f ied '  Qr  2  o r  3  thousand

iY t tu  t i rne  theY ' " :  l " : " : *^ i '
a round"  I  cou ld  Pr inc  - ) 'YY"
c o P L e s ,  b u E  I  r e a l l Y  d o n ' c

think lt matters mucllt as long

as lrm saYing what I  want to

s a y .

25 :  When d id  You move to  D 'C '?

TV: Last SePrember'  I  moved here

io g"a t 3ou because l' l ichigan

sucked.  There 's  no  jobs  a t  a l l '

i - .orr fa" ' t  even geE a Part  t ime

:oU.  I  l i ke  i t  here  a  lo t '

The magazlne was f i rst '  t  snuck

ioto ttt" school where I was

i"""tti"g, and ran one of Ehe

i " ""u" 6ie ."a saved $2oo in

pr in t ing  cos ts '  That rs  what  we

Lsed to -Put  ouc  the  f i rs t

Necros EP. The one there was

o r r f y  a  h u n d r e d  " o P i t " . o f . i ! 1 ,

t t ra i ' s  what  s ta r ted  the  rabe l '

i ' iu" ""t. the Fixx record that

i t " . .  was  200 coPies  o f '  Then

the  Process  th ing  CorY Parc- -

;;;.nC" .he Blud s.g"egg' EP'

Then the second Fixx single was

"h"t *u and the Fixx Put out'

lotv ttr" done everYthing since

then.

Z5: ,  He has kept  i t  go ing Pret ty

w e  1 1 .

TV: Yeah, the Meatmen and Necros

albums have sold reat lY wel l '

i l ; t ' re  both being l icensed

in GeruanY on Aggressive Rock

Product ions '

Z 5 :  I t r s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  Y o u r r e

the same guY'  You seem l ike a

regular  guY,  then You l i : : : l

to  Ehe records,  and You -hear
some PTeEEY tw i s ted  s tu f f '

TV :  I f  I  we re  l u r ch ing  a round .on

the  g round ,  g rabb ing  a t  g i r l s l

t i t s ,  I  w o u l d n ' t  l a s E  t o o  l o n g ' '

I td  be in  a c l runk cank or  some-

i t i t tg .  A lo t  of  what  the I ' leat -

rnen l tood for  was intangib le '

We touched on a lo t  of  sub-

iects thac nobodY wanted us to

i o t r " f t .  I t ' s  l i ke  see ing  John

W"aut"  walk through che-record

store where I  work '  He looks

l i ke  an  u l t r a - conse rva t i ve

genElemen,  He dresses imPec-

l au lY ,  and  che  guY  i s . s i ck '

I dot" t know' Ehatr s where

mY sense of  humor l ies:  in  the

rea l lY  obscu re '  s i ck  k i nd  o f

t h i ng .  And  a  l o t  o f  PeoP le  a re

i n t o  i t .  I t r s  b a s e  j u v e n i l e '

soPhomor ic '  But  what  the fuck?

I r i  s  be t te r  t han  l i s t en ing  to

some band  s ing ing  sh i t  l i ke '

" f u c k  R e a g a n ' i  T h t t r s  r e a l l Y

25: How about the scene?

TV: The scene goes uP and down' I

i t i " t .  Like the l ight turn-out

i ." igt"  real lY sucks'  Bl :  when

yo.,  l t t  on the East coast '

i t i t g "  r e a 1 l Y  h a P P e n '

25 :  Wi l l  the  s ing le  You ' re  do ing

be out soon?

TV:  Wel1 ,  i t  hasnr t  been recorded
! v '  

; ; ; . ' w e ' t r  P r o b a b l Y  t " : : T l ^ t '

l a  au"  end o f  August '  ! {e ' re  go-

ing to have a "Dance to the

Music" cover and a re-make of

i ig lot  Me Jah" with di f ferent

lYr ics .  That rs  go ing  t?  ? - '
"" f f"a "Mi l l ions of Ted KoP-

oels."  Tlren there is another

1" . - " . f f td  
"Lesb ian  Deach

Ui.gu" and one cal led "CraP-

P" r ; "  De l igh t "  "h1 : l  : :  : - ' .
raP song '  So i t  w i l l  be  " - : t '

of  a mlxture of heavY metal

and funk'  I t  wi l l  be on-Touch

and Go.  I t rs  a  haPPen inr  - labe l '
cory rs  done a  ggod job  o ! ,keeP-

ing  i t  go ing '  i r  i t .1 " : : " : t  fo '

hi ; ,  thi t  label would be oog

" iaY.  1  d ic tn ' t  do  tha t  much

wi t l  i t .  I  d idn ' t  have the  mo-

ney to do chat much with i t '

25: Which was f i rs! '  the magazine

or the record label?
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<lry,  as Glen Fr iedman would

s a y .
I  t ake  a  l o t  o f  sh i t  f o r

what I saY, and I tsake a lot

of  sh i t  for  th ings I rve never

said.  You know, when these

punk rock graPevines star t ,

peop le  se t  t he i r  l iPs  t o  f l aP -

ping and before you know i t ,

you r re  c red i t ed  w i th  some-

Ehing stuPid that  You never

sa id .  Tha t r s  one  o f  t he  rea -

sons my magazine is  good.  I t
g ives me a vehic le in  which

I  can expound on whar I  feel .

The magazine IaYs i t  out .

25:  So how long have You been
mar r i ed?  I  s t i l l  t h i nk
t h a L t s  f u n n y .

TV:  Cne year .

2 5 :  A n d  i t r s  g o i n g  a l r i g h t ?

T V :  I t r s  g o i n g  g r e a t .  G e r t  i s  a

wonderfu l  gal .  We have a 5-
monEh-old son:  a I fuvas PUPPY
dog .  A  rea l l y  coo l  dog .  We

t rave  b i rds  and  ca ts  a l so .  I t r s
a real  prov inc ia l  homeY l i fe

s t y 1 e .  I t ' s  r e a l l Y  f u n n Y ,  b e -
cause everyone expects me to
be  bu t t - f uck ing  Or ien ta l  g i r i s

a l l  day long or  soneth ing.

25 :  Wha t r s  you r  w i f e  t h i nk  o f

t h i s ?

TV :  She  ge ts  a  yuk  ou t  o f  i t .
She accepts i t  for  r ' rhat  i t

i s .  I r ve  a l v rays  pu rPose IY
avoided punk rock g i r ls  be-
cause I rve a lways found them
p r e t e n t i o u s  a s  s h i t .  J u s t
l ike punk rock guys.

25:  So you work at  the Record and

Tape L i rn iEed and where e lse?

TV: I  dr ive a t ruck for  che Wasir -
ington &t ! .

Z5:  Doing what? Dropping loads?

TV:  Yeah.  DroPPing loads .  That ' s
a  g rea t  job .  You s ta r t  a t
two in the morning and work
unt . i l  n ine .  A t  about  8 :00 ,

yourre dr iv ing around Rosslyn
(V i rg in ia )  see ing  a l l  these
great- looking secretar les wit .h
big jugs on their  htay to work.
They  jus t  spent  the  las t  3
hours gett ing ready for work,
and werre ln the truck leer ing
a n d  c a t c a t l i n g , . . w e l l ,  I r d
bet te r  no t  say  t .ha t ,  peoPle
wi l l  b rand me sex is t .  I  hoo t
a t  them respec t fu l l y .  HeY,
baby, EllA, show me your tits..

25: What are your plans for the
fu tu re?

TV: The thing with a new band is
t h a t  i t ' s  a l l  g o i n g  t o  b e
compared to the Meatmen. I
k ind  o f  fee l  as  though l rve
done l t  a l l .  I f  I  ge t  uP on
stage and start  s inging about
anything other than what the
l " lea tmen d id .  . . I r  d  ra ther  jus t
hang i t .  up whi le I 'm ahead.
S o  I ' 1 1  j u s t  c o n t i n u e  b e i n g
a sess ion  mus ic ian  and pu t  ou t
a record every year to show
p e o p l e  I r r n  s t i l l  a l i v e ,

,c:**

Channel  3 ar  Space I I  and the

Marb le  Ba r

Channel  3 p laYed two shows

in the Washington area.  The

f i r :s t  \^ /as at  Space I I  Arcade.  This

sho r . r  was  spa rse lY  a t t ended ,  bu t

g rea t  none the less .  MY on lY  qua lm

i s  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  b i t  t o o  s h o r t .

They  p layed  a  power fu l ,  ene rge t i c

se t  o f  abou t  35  m inu tes .
They  p layed ,  i n  add i t i on  t o

eve ryone rs  f avo r iEes  f rom the i r

a lburos,  a few covers.  Among these

was  "My  G i rL "  by  che  Fou r  Tops .

Th i s  go t  t he  en t i r e  aud ience  on

s tage  s ing ing ,  danc ing ,  and  gYra -

t ing to the music.  The g ig was

an overal l  good t . ime.
The same rang true for the

l , iarb le Bar show.
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LAr s the Place?

I@.1: thousands of PeoPle
whotre ln some I taY assoclated
wiEh the t'Punk" movement.
The sgtt ing: take a wi ld guess.
The storv: It would seem that
the suumer months bring the
t 'punkst '  and their  i lk out of
the woodwork. CurrentlY the
"scenet '  ls real ly going strong
with pLaces co plaY and in-
umerabl-e bands to play them.
The prineiPle haPPening sPots
are, f i rst ly,  t ,he Vex. Thls
being i ts fourth or f i f th in-
carnat ion, i t  would seem that
Joe (or whoever is runnlng it
now) flnaLly have their shit
together.  Though i t 's a far crY
from anywhere (situated fairlY
weL l  in to  the  boon ies) ,  i t  con-
slstent ly puts on some of the
f lnest shows this area has seen
tn a whi le.  The Vex has Previous-
ly seen the l ikes of Black Flag,
the Circle Jerks, Youth Brigade
(whor s recent ly released re-rnix/
original.s alburn ranks uP there
wi th  Ehe bes t ) ,  D ie  Kreuzen,  rhe
Big  Boys ,  Soc ia l  D ls to r t ion ,  and
a myriad or Local and out-of- town
bands. One show with nine local
bands fo r  $5 ,  a  v i r tua l  s tea l  in
th is  fa i r  c i tY .

Next  wou ld  be ,  in  no  sPec i f l c
order, the Rock and Roll OrPhanage
(formerLy lU's) which has a show
a week,  more  or  less ,  w iEh grouPs
l ike  S in  34 ,  CH 3 ,  the  Immor ta ls ,
Soc ia l  D is to r t ion ,  and B l i t zk r ieg ;
the Cathay De Grande which has a
coot show every so ofcen, having
hosted a fair ly-recent show with
White F1ag, Naughty Women, and the
Mentors (usual ly a fair lY low
cover pr ice too);  the Son Val1eY
Sportsman Lodge which keePs the
price down and usual lY has shows
with more quant i ty than qual i tY
(which is not Eo discount the
bands tha t  p lay ,  i t ' s  jus t  tha t
they try to have bands l ike Seven
Seconds or Batal l ion of Saints

head l ine  as  opposed to ,  saY,  B lack
Flag, or Ehe Jerks) where You can
see about six or so bands of varY-
ing  qua l i t y  fo r  f i ve  bones or  less l
Shamus OtBrienrs which is a new-
comer ( I tm fair ly sure) and geems

to put on some Pretty hot shows,
such as White Flag and Red Kross'
and B l .ack  F lag ,  0verk i11 ,  and St .
Vitus; the Troubador which seems
to have a show about every month
or so (so the wimps who request i t '
can have ample Eime to recover) at
wh lch ,  I  th lnk ,  Whi te  F lagrs  B i l l
Bartel l  does the booking; also
there is Roxanners which I  donrt
know much about, but Channel 3,
Decry and Moral Decay have PlaYed;
the Music Machine which once in a
ful l  noon w111 have a decent bi l l
( l lke Red lkoss and the Dickies);
and various over-eighteen sPots
(like the On where Red Kross and
Ehe Joneses sometimes PlaY, and
the Cathay which wi l l  soon host
the Bad Brains),  plus the random
one-shot spot.

Sun ValLey Sportsman Locige
seems the most frequented ha1l
(since the dernise of Rol lerworks,
the BYO Rol ler Rink),  and the
T-B i rd  (P l rNXrs  ro l le r  r ink ) ,  bu t
the Santa Monica Civic Auditor ium
has occasional shows ( l ike GBH, the
Ef f ig ies ,  and SS Decont ro l ,  X ,  and
has had Black Flag and Discharge;
na in ly  b ig  names a t  s teep Pr ices
( $ 7 . 5 0 - 8 . 5 0  a t  t h e  d o o r ) .  S o m e t i m e s ,
whaE used to be the Cuckoos Nest
(now the Concert  Factory) books
"hardcore" shows l ike che Vandals
and Sin 34.

The best band news, in mY oP-
in ion ,  i s  tha t  B lack  F lag  are  f in -
aI ly playing around frequent lY
nohr.  Unfortunately,  they rnight be
forced to change their  name) or
even break up due to their  Unicorn
Record hassles ( the Vex shows are
lega l  benef i t s  fo r  sa id  cour t
ba t t les ) "  Red Kross  no t  p lay ing

enough (could they ever?) but they
s t i l l  managed to  cop an  ar t i c le  in
the IA Tines I  t t re Stains are back
t ,ogether  aga in ,  bu t  i t ' s  sa id  fhar
the new singer doesnr t  qui te match
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up (Rudy, why have you forsakeu
u s ? ) ;  S o c i a l  D i s t o r t i o n  p l a y i n g
around a bi t  more than Uefoie; t" taus
Maus playlng the Vex a lot ;  Minure_
uen are playing rnany di f ferent ve-
nues and have a new Ep coming out
soon (how do they do i t?);  " id "oo.,
Eo come,  Scream,  GI ,  the  FUrs ,  and
Rebe1 Tru th .  A  sampl ing  o f  sone o f
the bands which have playeaEent_
lV, Legal l , 'eapon, f f i -7,  i r t ist ic
Dec l ine ,  Ehe pa t r io ts ,  Ant i ,  K i1 -
roy ,  Bata l l ion  o f  Sa in ts ,  Dr .  I (now
(whotve kicked out singer Branden' rCour tsh ip  

o f  Edd ie ,s  Fa ther ' i - -Cr r r r ,
the  Qr is l ,  the  D ick ies ,  the  Vanda ls ,
and B lack  F lag .

Scads of new vinyl  f rom this"punk  wonder land"  inc lud ing  S" i " i_
dal Tendencies Lp, the yoirh Bri_

gade lp,  the Ant i  Lp, the new Ep
f rom Secre t  l la te ,  RF_7!s  nevr  one,
CH 3 ,  Modern  Indus t ry  s ing le ,  and
the soon-ro-co1r:  Cgl.den Si lower o{
Hits from rt" cir i tE-JGJile
ig_Bo{igg. S,o,.why Nor Steai m
Becord? cornpitat io", alEG
from Red Kross, and the t^Je Got
!e""! and pesEroy tA "o*llGffor,"
! * "  c9g po"u l  has 40 songsl ,  and
is  ca l led p+r tv  or  Go Hoie) ,  and
Tayb-e some day Stains-til-ana
Overk i l l "  Lp on SST.

New (or sonewhat new) trend: to
be into Clockwork Orange (the mo_
v i e  o f  c o u r s e - i t t s  d e f i n i t e l y  u n -
p u n k  t o  r e a d ,  u n l e s s  i t r s  a  c o m i c
boofc  -  o r  to  pur  i t  more  p la ln ly ,
to  be  so  in to  C lockwork  t i ra t  vou
try to mimic the speech, the
dress ,  and the  ensu ing  a t t i tudes
and gang menta l i t y  (d ioogs) .  Jusr
r! 'hat r , re needed: another ;oi" t ; - t
8ang, as i f  we didn, t  have enough
wi th  PUNX (punks  un i te ,  aka  C i r l te
One boys) ,  and the  "non-ex i " ten t , ,

Su ic ida l  Tendenc ies  gang.  Oh
w e 1 1 "

That about wraps iE up for
th is  i sh .  See you nex t  t ime
boys  and g i r l s :same punk  t ime,
same punk channel

Ycur  lov ing  cor respondent ,

Naked Raygun
Basement Screams

Ever since I  saw Naked
Raygun play with l l ission of
Burma, I  was interested in
procur ing  the i r  v iny l .  Th ls
12 ' r ,  

-Basepeqt  Screams,  was sup-
posed to  be  re leased in  Feb_
ruary, and is f inal ly out.  The
produc t ion  is  supurb ,  w i th  a l l
aspec ts  o f  the  mus ic  be lng  c r tsp ,
c lean_and t igh t .  I t r "  a  " i "_ "or rg
!?" - !5 :  Songs tnc lude " I  L ie ' r ,t tBombshe l te r r t r  t tTo3ot t r  t tSwingo, r ,
"Mofo ' r ,  and i lpo ten t ia l  Rap ls I . r ,

I  espec ia l l y  l i ke  rhe  fas t_
paced drrmr beat and vocal phras_
lng  on  "Mofo . "  A l l  1y r ics  a re
good, some are strange. But the
ly r lcs  on  t rpo ten t ia l  

Rap is t ' r  a re
the  most  d is t inc t i ve .  e l l  the  cu ts
on the  d isc  a re  we l l  pu t  together .
Very tuneful  and rhythrnic.

z5
Sgicidal_Tegdqncies Lp

At  var lous  po ln ts  on  th is
d isc ,  your I l  f ind  numerous  temDo
changes and meta l i sh  gu i ta "  "o ik
underpinning some claislcaLly punk
ly r ics .  Most  songs  are  qu l te  ias t
with some heavy metal  gui tar snak_
ing i ts way through. Others begin
s low and progress  to  th rash  o" io_
c i ty .  I tm par t ia l  to  some o f  the
tunes which sustain a more mod_
era te  tempo,  l i ke  " Ins t i tu t lona_
l izedl ' ,  t t l  Saw your Mornmyi l ,  and' r S u i c i d a l  F a i l u r e . "

" I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d t '  
i " ,  i n

my opinion, the best song on
the album. fhe music is iuneful
and energet ic  w ich  a  so l id  bass_
l ine ,  bu t  the  ly r i cs  a re  de f in_
i te ly  i rs  h igh  po in t .  The body
of  the  song cons is ts  o f  a  lon ! ,
sometimes darkly humorous ,rar i"_
t i ve  ln  wh ich  Mike  Mui r  descr ibes
h is  fee l ings  o f  f rus t ra t ion  and
al ienat ion. " I  Saw your Mommy',  is
a  masterp iece  o f  s ick ,  s tomach-
churn ing  h i la r i t y .  Ths  bandrs  to_
t le- l r i te playing is enhanced by
the  br igh t ,  we l l -ba lanced produc-
t i o n .Jon

z5
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25: How was Black Flag formed?

H:  Bas ica l l y  Greg.  The res t  o f  H :
the band cane along through
being fr iends and l ivtng in
the same nelghborhood and go-
lng to the same part ies and
s  tu f f .

25: When did you become part  of
1 r ?

Interview: Henry Rol l ins
This tnterview took place in
June o f  1983.

25: Which band were you in before?

H: A band fron Washl.ngton, D.C.
c a l l e d  S . O . A .

H:  I  guess  i t  w l l l  be  2  years
next week or so. Early July,
I  guess .

25 :  You Jus t  recent ly  went  to
Europe.

H: We played six or seven coun-
tr les in Europe.

25 :  How d id  i t  go?

H: I  thought i t  went OK. I  mean,
we made i t  back out of there
a l l ve ,  so  I  guess  therers
something to be said for that.
lJe played EngLand, Hol land,
Germany, Austr ia,  I taly,  and
Denmark. I  guess that '  s i . t .

25: What were the turn-outs l ike
fo r  those g igs?

ll: l lost of the gigs had between
900 and 1300 people.

25: l.lere there many other bands
o n  t h e  b i l l ?

H: Just Black Flag and the }tin-
utemen. We took them with us.

Z5z I  saw you being interviewed
on a PBS program ent i t led To
gggg. They showed Black play-
lng and sald that the stage-
front volune was equlvalent

Z 5 :

to  a  Je t  a t  c lose  range.  Then
they asked you a few quest ions
about yorrr  hearing. Did you
remember chat?

I tve  never  seen tha t  p rogram.

I know the volrrne- level is a
danger for everyone, and I  was
wondering how your hearing is.

Wel l ,  B lack  F lag  p lays  a t  an
extremely high stage volume.
Greg and Chuck play extremely
loud for any band. Irve never
heard a band that has an on-
stage volume l ike that,  that
p lays  the  s ize  p laces  we p lay .
Y e a h ,  i t r s  r e a l  l o u d .

25 :  Have  you  no t i ced  any  l oss?

H: Huh? (Laughs) No, maybe sone
loss  i n  t he  h igh  end ,  bu t  no ,
no t  app rec iab l y ,  I t  t akes  a
lot  longer for  my ears to get
fa t i gued  than  i t  d i d  be fo re .
I  can take 4 or  5 hours of
p rac t i ce  w i t h  no  p rob lem.

2 5 : Is  there any buzzing or  any-
th ing?

N o ,  n o .

What do you think about the
media porErayal  of  punk,  such
as Chips and Quincy?

I dont t think much of Quincv or
Ch ips .  I  don r t  wa tch  them and
Irm not  much into punk rock,
s o . . . I  d o n ' t  g i v e  a  f u c k ,  y o u
know. They can do whatever  they
wan t .

I  heard that  some of  ts Iack
F l a g r s  r o a d i e s  h e l p e d  o u t  w i t h
the  p roduc t i on  o f  Ch ips .

I  doubE  i t .  On  Ch ips  t hey  use
a  l o t  o f  ex t ras  f o r  t he i r  l i t -
t le  punker th ings.  and a loE
of  people I  know are extras for
that  because the money is  good.

2 5 :

H :

H :

2 5 :

H :
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Z5z Has anything ever haPPened to
you that has caused You to re-
gret becoming involved in al l
th is?

H:  I t ve  been n isused bY PeoPle
and after a whi le You get a
b i t  t i red  o f  i t .  Be ing  in
Black Flag you take great
amounts of shit from a lot
o f .  .  .  f u c k e r s ,  I '  1 1  s a y  t h a t .
Sometimes you must ask Your-
s e l f  i f  i t r s  a l l  w o r t h  i t .  A s
for  my regreEt ing  a l l  th is ,  I
do al l  t l ; , is for myself ,  not
for you or anybodY else. I  do
i t  for me. Sometimes I  get
beat.en by the crolrd. I  donrt
mean beaten, l ike in a game'
but physical ly beaten. TheY
do things l ike burn ne with
cigarettes (shows burn on leg),
jab me with pens, cut me, kick
me in roy head and rnake me lose
uy hearing, smash me with stuff .
This has, at  t imes, made me
want to thiuk about it, You
know' l  But,  to me, i f  HenrY
doesnr t  put his ass on the
l i n e ,  t h e n  i t  i s n ' t  H e n r Y . . .
so ,  tough sh i t .  I t rs  sone-
thing I have to do.

25: What do you think of those
bands who have pol i t . ical
s tances?

l I :  They  donr t  ex is t  fo r  me.

25: What kinds of music do you
l i s t e n  t o ?

H :  e l l  k i n d s ,  t h e r e r s  l o t s  o f
m u s i c  I  l l k e .  L e t t s  s e e ,
what have I  been l istening
to  th is  week? Stooges '  MC 5 ,
Velvet Underground, Nico, Lou
Reed, Bir thday Party,  Ted Nu-
geni,  Buzzcocks, l ' l inor Threat,
Bad Brains, Teen Idles, Husker
D u . . . T o n s ,  a l l  k i n d s  o f  b a n d s . . .
T roub le  Funk . I  l i ke  a  lo t  o f
bands on record, I  dont t  think
much of a lot  of  bands l ive. I
l i s ten  to  a  lo t  o f  mus ic  be-
cause Irm prett .y rnuch a loner
and I  keep to  nyse l f .  I rm not
much into being around a lot
o f  p e o p l e .

25: As far as part ies and suchryou
mean?

H:  I  donr t  go  to  par t les .  I 'm a l -
rdays around J.arge numbers of
people, and lrm pretty much
a center of at tent ion.

Z5z You donr t  Like that?

H:  I  donr  t .  I  don f  t  no t  l i ke  t t .
I  d o n ' t ,  l l k e  l t .  I t t s  J u s t
there .  I  jus t  don ' t  l l ke  l t
when people pul1 att i tudes on
D€r l ike, I tOh, you think youtre
so great. . t t  I  seem to wear peo-
p le  ou t .  Most  peop le  w i l l ,  when
the bandrs around, go talk to
the other 3 guys and not bother
w i th  me.  I t rs  l i ke ,  "Oh yeah,
h im. "  I rm usua l ly  p re t ty  hard
on gir ls.  The last gir l  I  went
out with just,  couldnr t  stand
watching whac I  do. Werd be
playing, and sherd be crylng.
Sometimes I Just becmre over-
come wlEh the violence of
sound. Not the sound of vlo-
lence, the vlolence of sound.

25: What '  s going on in IA?

H: People real ly donr t  l lke us
out there. I  mean, l f  we go
to a club, peopl.e usualtY
give us dir ty looks or do
thel.r  l i t t le tr ips. You hear
the little cormrent.s. There t s
a  few c lubs ,  I  guess .  Therers
not too nany bands Ird Llke to
go see. I  t ry to see the Min-
utemen every chance I get.
Bands I Like in IA are: Minute-
men, Saccharine Trust,  Red
Kross ,  SaLnt  V l tus ,  S ta ins  r  .  .  .
the Descendents arent t around
anymore. I could probablY think
of a few more. Those bands
donr t  p lay  a l l  tha t  o f ten .  I rm
pretty busy. I  do a lot  of  the
mai l .  The band pract ices 7 daYs
a week, about 7 hours a daY. I
also do a lot  of  working out:
running, exerclsLng, that sort
of thing. I  keep nryself  busY.
I keep active to keeP ury head
ln order.
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Itre a hard thlng to do some-
t lmes. .  .

Itte hard for mel I have pro-
bleros rrlch ny head, and shlt.

Black Flag ts seen as an ori-
gl.nator, along wlth the Germs
and.  . .

A11 those bands wouldnr t let
Black Flag play wtth then be-
cause Black Flag had hair down
to here. Playlng the same tunes
but. . .peopLe have their  thlngt
trhatever.

What do you chlnk about Black
Flagte being considered an
orlglnator?

I donr t care. What do you thlnk
I do, st tut?
. : . . . .  .  r q , 1 i  1 :  ! . : . r . r . .  !  -  . , 1 ] .  r ! + * 1  1 , . . . ' { t .  , i .  I  i ;  1 , .  ' . ,

25: Thatrs nthat I hear about some
Englteh people. Sorne say, "We

started thls,  so we must be
the  begt . t '  

, .

Ht Started g!g9, see? "We started
punk rock.tt Oh, you guys scar-

' ted the Explolted, good for You.'A lot of bands call thernsel.ves
punk rock. A lot of bands that
call themselves that, I thtnk
auck.

25: How would you descrlbe Black
Flag?

H: Black FLag ls Black F1ag. l.lef re
heavy-6sia1, health-food faggots.

Z5t Tel l  us about Nlg-Heist .

ll: Theyrre a rocklnr outfic. They
have lt ln IA. Theyrre golng
to take Lt from Van Halen.
Halen doesnrt have a ehance
agalnst the Nlg-lleist. They
have charisma, great tunes,
tncredible stage preseneet
bl tchen costumes. Ird go out
on a date with lfugger before
David lee Roth anytlme. ltug-
ger ls  go t  a  cu ter  ass .

25: He can f lex i t  real  nlce, too.

H: Yeah. lfugger is a man for all
seasons. The Nlg-Hetst is pret-
ty cool.  Yeah, theyrre Just a
couple guys from our band and
a couple guys from our road
crew"  I t rs  Jus t  k ind  o f  a  joke .
They are going to record,
though.

(At thls polnt we talked about
Henryr s srusl .cal .  at t l tudes. )

H: My approach to music is more
soul and passion. I t rs more a
come-from-lnside sort of mu-
sic.  I  t ry to make l t  lntense
and impass ioned,  no t . . . I  ha te
surface-l.eve1 approaches and
surface-level people. I  donr t
hate the people, I  just hate
tha t  "your re  th is ,  Yout re  Ehat ,

) tour  your  you. "  I  Jus t  donr t ,
l lke people point lng the f ln-
ger .  I  th ink  i t rs  rea l lY  lame
and a cop-out. A lot of bands
sdy, t 'Reagan, youtre this,  or
you dress l lke this,  so Youtre
this.  I f  you go to a nlce col-
lege, you must be this."  To
that I  just go, t t fuck You." I 'm

Just not into the suPerior i tY
t r ip .  I 'm the  f i rs t  Person to
put rryself down. I work verY
hard at practicing and trYing
to play, and I  of ten end up
real ly lnJuring myself .  Both
physical ly and mentaLly.  I rve
got st i tches and such. I tm
st i l l  very  d issa t ls f ied  n i th
myself. Ttre stakes keep get-
ting higher and tirre keePs
running out.

25: Are you trying to perfect
what you do?

l l :  No, perfect ion is l imit ing.
I f  you've perfected somethlng,
you've come to an end. I wani
to keep pushing lt until some-
thing real ly awful  haPPens.

25: Pushing everythlng you do?

H :  Y e s .

25z

H:
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25 :

H :

Untl1 sonething happens to
make you stop?

T111 sonething stops me, yeah.
Irm not into this thing where,
"oh ,  I  want  to  go  a l l  rhe  wd1 l . r t
I  Jus t  have a  bas ic ,  very  deep
se l f -ha t red  and a  deep sadness
and tha t rs  what  pushes  me,  very
hard .

25: Is the vray you feel because of
anything?

H:  I t ' s  the  way I  am.  A  lo t  o f
t imes I  feel  l ike beat ing my-
s e l f  u p .  A  l o t  o f  t i m e s  I  d o .
I  real ly fuck nyself  upr som€-
t imes.

Z5z Because of the way you feel,
a re  you d issa t is f ied  w i th
things you do?

H:  I rve  never  been sa t is f ied  w i th
anything Irve ever recorded.
I rd  rea l l y  l i ke  to  change thac .

25 :  Cou ld  you see yourse l f  ever  be-
lng sat isf ied with sornet lr ing
you recorded?

H:  Oh,  sure ,  sure .  I  mean,  i f  I
can get the vocal sounds I
want.  I 'm going to be worklng
with Spot on the next album
to  ge t  a  d i f fe ren t  sound fo r
voca ls .  Some k ind  o f  d i f fe r -
en t  mik ing  techn iqu€. . .bu t
t h a t r s  a l l  t e c h n i c a l ,  t h a t r s
not  rea l l y  what  l rm in to .  I rm
not into metal  and machines.
I r m  i n t o  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  i t
across. I  would l ike to have
me have the inpacC on soneone
that some of the great singers
have on  me.  I rm not  say ing  I td
l i ke  to  be  grear .  I  cou ld  never
be a  grea t  s inger .  I rd  l i ke  to
have an impact on someone, Ghat
a band I  real ly l ike has had
on ure .  I rd  l i ke  to  be  par t  o f
a record where a l istener
wou ld  go  "oohhh. "  Because I
have a lot  of  records that
make me do that.  To have t l rar
effect on someone would be

very  fan tas t tc .  I  jus t  don ' t
have i t  in me. Irm not a very
creat ive person. Irm not a good
singer.  I  Just always end up

pushing myseLf into the dlr t ,
and somehow picking mYseLf uP.
Ottrerwise, i t  doesn't  mean
anything to me. I  couldnr t  just
play and then be able to take
the coat off .  Put i t  on and
take i t  of f .  UnfortunatelY,
B lack  F lag  is  a  Eh ing  tha t rs
l ike a monkey on my back. Lt 's
with rne al l  the t lme, for bet-
Eer or for worse. Most of the
t ime,  i c rs  fo r  worse .  I rm not
say ing  i t ' s  bad,  bu t  somet ines .
. .The more I  see of mysel. f  ,  and
everything around me, the more
helpless I  feel  and the nore
frustrated I  geE. The cold
stone in my heart  Just gets
colder.  Thatrs what dr ives me
to play. I  donr t  get excl ted
abouE p igs ,  I  jus t  ge t  rea l -
I y . . .

Z5z Intense?

H: Yeah. Black Flag is not fun.
If it ever becomes fun, I want
ou t .  I  wou ldn t t  be  ab le  to
sLeep at nighE, unless I  knew
that  I rd  near ly  los t  i t  tha t
nigtrt. I know that that really
sounds fucked-up. I get my
sat ls fac t ion  ln  d i f fe ren t  ways
than a lot  of  people. I  f ind
beauty in a lot  of  thlngs in
which you might not.

25: What do you find beauty ln?

H:  L lke  se l f -des t ruc t ion .  Loss  o f
se1f .  Se l f -sacr i f l ce .  Jus t  g iv -
ing everythlng up, and not
keeping anything for yourself .
Se l f -des t ruc t ion  is ,  I  th tnk ,
one of the most beaut l ful  ges-

tu res  I rve  ever . . . Jus t  tak i .ng
something as precious as l i fe
and taking i t  l ike a trash can
and raising l t  over your head
and Just smashing tt on the
ground. When we play, I hope I
dont t  come off  with some macho



demeanor. I  usual l 'Y PlaY with

very  l i t t le  c loch lng ,  bu t  tha t
is  s imp lY because I  ge t  so  ho t '

I rn  l i ke  a  l l t t le  sneat  mach-
ine .  I  hope PeoPle  don ' t
think of me as some sort of
Davld Lee Roth tough guY. I 'm
not l ike that;  I rm not tough.
B u t  t o  m e ,  i f  i t r s  n o t  b r u t a l
and self-al ienat ing, i t  has no

impor tance.  That rs  Jus t  fo r  me,

not even for the other 3 in
Black F1ag, or anyone e1se. I
donrt  Judge PeoPle bY the vaY
I tJr lnk. I  real ly try to take
peopLe for what theY are.
Sornetimes theYt re cruel and
very scary. We Live in a wi ld
world.  PeoPle are scary. Tough,
mean,  mother - fuckers .  I t ve  seen

that side many t imes.

25: What does the accumulat ion of
these exPeriences do to You?

H:  A  lo t  o f  what  I  see  d is i l lu -
s lons  me.  I rve  los t  a lmost  a l l

fa l th in PeoPle. I  i i rean'  I
don ' t  saY,  "PeoPle  are  fucked,
fuck them.r '  I tm not l ike that.
I  t rY  to  be  coo l  w i th  PeoPle ,
but sornet imes I  cant t  alwaYs
be coo le  EheY wont t  le t  me.
But  p rac t ica l lY  and rea l i s t i -
ca I ly ,  I rm in  a  Pos i t ion  where
a lot  of  PeoPle see me and
recogn ize  me.  Not  even a t  g igs ,

bu t  on  lhe  s t ree t ,  in  s to res .
l ly picturer s been in everYthing
from Sentholrse, to a magazine
l i ke  yours .  L tve  been on  TV '
and a l l  tha t  c raP.  But  $e ' re

not lnteresEed in magazines
and those Ehings. We're into

cotmrrunicating with PeoPle'
Thatrs whY we PlaY so much'
We pJ,aY l ive as much as we

can. We PlaY free. We have a

pLace where we Pract ice, in

Long Beach.  I t rs  in  a  very

racial lY-mlxed neighborhood'
wetre the onlY white PeoPle
in the whole neighborhood.
I t , rs  most lY  Samoans,  B lacks ,
and llisPanics. And we PlaY
wlth the door oPened and we

get 30 or 40 peoPle coming
in, hanging around. We let
them pl.ay all. the instru-
ments. We get a lot  of  gangs
coming over,  checking us outt
and cheyr re  rea l l y  in to  B lack
F lag .  So we rea1 lY want  to
communicate. That 's whY we
play hard and tour hard. We
try to get out there and Push
out  th ing  across .  We donr t
real ly have a thing, we donr t
have a  message.  L ike  we donr t
say ,  I t k i l l  Reaganr t '  o r  t ' k i11

your  hamster t t . . .o r  t t th ink  fo r
y o u r s e l f . "  I  d o n r t  E e l l  p e o P l e
to think for themselves. But we
rea l l y  t ry  to  sEay unaf fec ted
by  rned ia  and peop le 's  op in ions .
I t ' s  hard  no t  Eo soneL imes.  I
read a lot  of  reviews that saY,
" H e n r y ' s  s o  e g o t i s t i c a l . . . h e
puts on a big show when he
p l a y s . "  I  c a n ' t  l i s t . e n  t o  t h a t .
I just have to do what I have
to do. I  t ry not to becorre bi t-
te r .  Somet imes i t rs  hard ,  no t
to want to go out with a mach-
lne gun and mow a few nill ion
people down. Or point the f in-
ger  and then a in .  But  tha t r t  a
rea l  cop-out .

Z5z  l rve  a lways  l i ked  B lack  F lag
for not having a heavy-handed
I 'po1 i t i ca l "  approach.
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H :

H :  A11  t t r e  bands  I ' ve  eve r  l i ked

a n d  s t i l l  l i s t e n  l o  h a v e n r r

b e e n  p o l i t i c a L .  I ' r n  i n  a w e  c . f

t he  t a len t  o f  some  PeoP le .
Someone I ike Lou Reed.  ' l 'he:

who le  Ve l ve t  Unde rg round  th ing "

S tooges -e ra  I ggY  i s  j r r s l  Pu re
b r i l l i a n c e .  N i c o '

25 :  Do  you  l i ke  much  German  mus i c ' i

l t :  Good .  I 'm  g lad  i t  has  t ha t
e f f e c t  o n  y o u .  I  r e a l l y  l i k e
i r  w h e n  p e o p l e * I  d o n r t  l i l c e
to say people st rould feel ,  t -h i r r
w&y  o r  t ha t -bu t  I  r ea l l y  l l ke
i t  when  peop le  re l l  r ne  t h ings
l i ke  wha t  you  j us t  sa id ,  More
than  rnus i c ,  i t  i s  a  c rea t i ve
force for  .ygu to do something.
I t ' s  no t  p rog ramming  you  t0  go
r r a h r r r  Y o u t r e  k i n d  o f  l i k e  " w o w "

and then you mighf  get  inEo
you r  own  t r i p .  Ge t t i ng  i n to
your o!.ln thing hearing our mu-
s l c .  I t ' s  m e r e  o f  a  b a c k d r o p
for  you doing your  th ing,  than
us tak ing our  th ing and ram-
m ing  i t  down  you r  t h roa t .  I t ns
l ike background music for  your
pe rsona l  apoca l ypse .

Z5z  I t  r ea l l y  he lps  you  ge t  sone -
th ing  fo r  you rse l f .

I t  r ea l l y  p leases  me  when
aomeone  says  tha t .  I  l i ke  t o
see  peop le  i n  t he  aud ience
do ing  the i r  own  th ing ,  us ing
the  mus i c  as  t he i r  backd rop .
I  r e a l l y  l i k e  r h a t .  T h a C r $  t r u e
f reedom"

I{hen you don' t  take your  mu-
s i c  and  cause  peo ,p le  t o  say ,
"hey ,  t hey  f ee l -  cha t  way  and
they ' re  coo l ,  so  t r rm  go in5 ;  t " e r
fee l "  l ha t  v /ay " "

Y e a h ,  t h a l I s  w h y  I t m  n o l -  i r i l u
move l i t en t s ,  no t  i n to  un i t . y ,  no l
i r u t o  n e s s a g e $ .  B e c a u s e  L  d o n r r
wa l tL  somec lne  e l . se  t s  nessage l  .  I
wan t  m ine .

I  l ike Ehe Razors and the But- -

Eocks .  I  me t  t he  Razo rs .  Tha t

w a s  r e a l  c o o l .

Some other  bancls,  l ike MDK

and  S l ime ,  a re  P re t t y  good .

I  saw some of  them wiren I  was
in  Germany .  Tha t r s  a  p re t t y
w i l d  p l a c e .  I  g o t  m y  a s s  k i c k e d
p re t t y  a t  a  f ew  o f  t hose  sho r , r s ,
I  go t  h i t  i n  rhe  head  w i th  a
f u l l  c a n  o f  b e e r  i n  B e r l i n .
R igh t  be tween  the  eyes "  Was  j - t .

t ha t  bad?  Bu t  when  I  p l ay ,
n o t h i n g  h u r t s .  I t v e  b e e n  h o s *
p i t a l i zed  so  many  t imes  a f t e r
shows,  dr . r r ing shorvs.  I  got  7
s t i t c h e s  i n  B a l t i m o r e  l a s t
sumner.  I  went  through a mir*
ro r .  I ' 11  sho r , r  you .  You  shou ld
pu t  ou t  a  v i deo  o f  t h i s  i n te r -
v i ew  to  show a l l  t he  b i t ch in ,
k i c k - a s s  s c a r s .  T h e  f i r s t  g i g
on  the  l as t  t ou r ,  I  go t  k i cked
unconscious in  New York.  That
sucked.  Lt  vuas l ike wham-wham-
wham and i  was in  The Twi l ight
Zone .  I  d i dn 'E  even  have  l o
turn on the TV.  Rod Ser l ing rdas
r i gh t  t he re .  He  was  on  Long  I s *
land and I  thought  he was deac{ ,
Tha t  hu r t  l i ke  sh i t ,  mano  I
c o u l d n t t  e v e n  c l o s e  m y  m o u t h
fo r  a  coup le  o f  days .  My  head
was  go ing  b ing -b ing -b ing .  I t
w a s  l i k e  P e l e .

( A  w h i l e  l a t e r . )

25 :  Some bands  make  you  fee l
angry Or SOIUe way or i lno-
ther .  Black l t lag i r r r : t  u i . l l , ; . i r : ;
y o u  f e e l  s t r a n g e .

Z 5 :

H :



25z You Put Yours in Your music'

Uuc wtrac- PeoPLe get out of  i t

is uP to them.

Yeah. You do it in such a waY

where that alwaYs haPPens'

VJhere peoPle can think for

themselves and do their own

thing. Itr s more an ambience

ih.rr-"otuthing being Pounded
on your head with a guiEar'

The bands I llke allow me t'o

do  tha t .  I  donr t  l i ke  be ing

preached to. I  donrt  l ike

feing talked down to' I al-

ready went to school '  I tve

got Lnough PeoPle reading me

iy  r igh t i .  I rve  go t  coPs-  do-

lng i i .  PeoPle are al l  the

tiie telling me what 1 should

be doing. And I ' lL be damned

if  l tm going to tel l  anyone

else what to do. Before I  was

in Black Flag, I heard that

songr t 'Rise Abover 'r  and i t -

rnadE-rne walk lnto work with

an att i tude. PeoPle would
q i v e  m e  s h i t ,  I ' d  j u s t  s a Y '
i r i se  above. ' r  I rd  jusE go one

steP over them. Blow all the

bul ishi t  out the back door '

I t rs  no t  a lwaYs easy ,  as  You
probablY wel l  know'

The LAPD has Para-rol l l tarY
training. TheYt re dehumanized'

After Hatts burned down, theY

f.otally changed the vraY the

Los Angeles CountY Pol ice were

t ra ined.

Dehumanized. ThaErs a fr lghten-

ing thoughc r ight there.

That 's  rea l lY  scary .  You f ind

someone who doesnt r  care, and

you have someone who can break

your neck and go eaE lunch'

Z5: The gigs must be Pretty much

a plaYground.

l i :  We have a lot  of  r iots in

EuroPe: GermanY, l talY'  Aust-

r ia.  There's no laws in those

c o u n t r i e s .  I t a L Y r s  r e a l l Y
great .  PeoPle  dr ive  on  the

r, trong side of the street and

park  on  Ehe s idewalks '  I t rs

pretty much l ike arr old wes-

tern tor.tn.

H:

2 5 z

H:

H :

2 5 z Are the coPs in IA as bad as

I f ve  hea rd?

Yes .  Sca ry  as  sh i t .  Te r r i fY ing .

Z5z l tm g lad we donr t  have that

i n  D . C .

H: No, certainly not ln Ehis
town. I tve seen things that

are  revo l t ing .  And there 's
nothlng You can do, that 's
what , rs  s icken ing .  A  lo t  o f
those coPs are so twisted.
Often, Yourre talk ing to some-
one who has oatmeal fot brains
and is carrYing a big club.
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D.  C.  Fands

Minor lbfgat -  Just released
remixed, repackaged Out of Steq
L2n.

G I  -  J u s t  r e l e a s e d  7 r '  E P  c a l l e d
Make an Eff_ort .  Contains Yet a-
no ther  vers ion  o f  ! 'Sheer  Ter ror . "
Brtan Baker from llinor Threat
p lays  gu i ta r .

Mar$inal Man - Great band fea-
tur ing Steve Polcar i  f rom Art i f i -
c ia l  Peace.  Puts  on  a  g rea t  shov .

Fa i th  -

summer i

Void -

Played a lot  dur ing the
Recent ly broke up.

Place once in a whi le.
Real ly great gul tar work.

Scream - Has been on tour since
Ju ly .

Second Wind - A new band featur-
ing Steve frorn Minor Threat, Rich
and Bert from Double-0 and the
former drumrner of United Mutatlon.
Played twice and were greac.

Insurre-ct ion -  Loud, fast.  Put on
some pretty good shows before they
broke up.

Hale trom l,gnorance - Has a ne\{
singer,  l ' lonica, whose voice is
occas iona l l y  i r r i ta t . ing .

Media Disease - Young hardcore
band, thrashy and loud. On the

@ D . c .
compl la t lon .

Unitei  Mutat lon -  Also on the
l{ ixed Nuts coopi lat ion. Very
fast and thrashy.

No Trend - Noise drone, plays
too much.

Nuclear Cravons - Noisy, t rashy.
Broke up  recent ly .  I  th ink  i t rs
be t te r  th is  way.

Bloodv Mannequin Orchestra -  Fun
and funky, played recent ly and
were the highl ight of  t .he eve-
n ing .

Bl-ack l4arkgt Babv - New LP is
o u t  a n d  i s  g r e a t .  I t r s  e n t i t L e d
Sgnse less  Of fe r ings  and i t
contaLns l ive versions of t tAmer-

ica ls  Youth i l  and  t 'Wor ld  a t  War . r t
They played a few t imes this
surtrner and al l  were ki l ler shows.

I ron  Cross  -  Hasnr  t  p layed a l l
sunrner because some of irs mem-
bers  were  in  Eng land.

Socia l  Suic ide -  I  saw them once

and d ldnf  t  l ike them much,  but
heard they improved once they
dropped the  lead s inger .  Recent ly
broke up and the guitar ist  is now
in !'trurm Baby.

Dove - Contains Eric from Double-O
and Toni fron Red-C. Played a num-
ber of t imes and have gotten no-
t l ceab l .y  beEter .  The gu i ta r is t ,
S tuar t ,  i s  except iona l .

Out rage (S ta t i c  D is rup ters )  -  Funk .

P._C.  C lubs

9:30  C l -ub  -  I )ecreased number  o f
matinees due to low attendance.
Night shows occasional ly.  The only
ac tua l  c lub  in  D.C.  thaL ca ters
to the punk rock audience.

Space I I  Arcade - CurrenclY t tre
most  acc ive  venue in  D.C.  S t range
p lace :  combina t ion  snack  bar ,
v ideo arcade,  bar ,  and ha l l .  Con-
s is ten t ly  good shows.  i lecent lY
hos ted  DOA,  C i rc le  Jerks ,  and
Channel 3.

Lansburghr s Cultural  Center -  An
a l . r igh t  p lace  to  see a  show,  bu t
ever since the Dead KennedYs show
was almost shut down bY the Fire
Marsha l l ,  go ing  there  leaves  ra -
ther  a  bad tas te  in  your  mouth .
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W i l son  Cen te r  -  Th i s  i s  a  p reL ty
n i ce  ha l l  i n  t he  basemen t  o f  a
church.  The only drawback is  that
i t r s  i n  a  r e a l l y  b a d  p a r r  o f  D . c .
You r isk l i fe  and property  l rhen-
ever  you go there.

O s c a r r s  E v e  -  A  s m a l l  h o l e  o f  a
place four  f l ights above a gay
ba r .  No t  a  t e r r i b l e  p lace  to  see
a show, but  the propr ietors are
a s s h o l e s .

Marble Bar -  Smal l  dunrpy p lace
loca ted  i n  Ba l t i r no re .  No t  a  I o t
o f  good  g igs ,  bu t  a  f ew .

D C  S p a c g  -  N i c e  l i t r l e  p l a c e ,
m o s t l y  j a z z  a n d  a  l i t t l e  p o p .
No punk.

The Detroi t  Scene

NegaEive Approach is current ly
Ehe most popular band in the area.
Theyr re  p resent ly  in  the  s tud io
working on tracks for a l2- inch EP
Eo be released on Touch & Go Re-
cords  as  soon as  poss ib le .  Inc ludes
some pov/erful  stuff ,  f rom what Irve
heard. Though not exact ly local,
the Necros, as you know, have re-
leased their  long-awaited LP Con-
quest for Death on Touch & Go.
The Necros are planning a nat ional
tour,  but without bass player Cory
Rusk. He has lef t  the band to give
h is  fu l l  a t ten t ion  to  Touch & Go
and Lisa, Replacing Cory is Ron,
fo rmal ly  o f  the  Af f i l i a red ,  who
have ceased to  ex is t .

L-Seven played their  last show
on March 25, opening for The Birrh-
day Party.  Ex-band members David
Rice and Scott  Schuer are current-
Iy playing in The Linkletrers along
with former band manager i(en Wagner,
Dary l ,  and B i l l .  Th is  neo-psychede-
l i c  no ise  f roupe ge t  the i r  insp i ra -
t ion from dropping acid. Former L-
Seven voca l i s t  Lar issa  is  cur ren t ly
geEEing Eogether  a  female  band.
Hopefu l l y ,  th ings  w i l l  be  happen ing
by vr inLer.

Pece Zelewski,  founding member
of The Al" l ied, qui t  the band. New
rnernber John, fornrerly of the Dis-
p laced,  was added to  bass ,  w i th
bass player,  Mick, moving to gui-
t a r .

The Flesh Columns from Windsor
have gained guite a fol lowing. A
falrLy new addit ion to the Detroi t
Scene, The Flesh Columns, sound
more Bri t - inf luence than Anerican
hardcore. Skdce band Fate Unknown
is  cur ren t ly  inac t lve .

As for placed to play, there
hasnr t  been a  regu la r  p lace  in
Detroi t  s ince the Clubhouse
closed down. There have been a
few hall. shows, but most shows
lately have been at bars. When
the Bad Brains played here last
month, there was almost a r iot
because the stupid promotor
booked them to play at a gay
bar. You can imagine what hap-
penedl They only did seven songs
before they had to stop.

Ann Arbor has been happening
a lo t  la te l .y .  I t rs  on ly  45  min-
utes from Detroi t ,  and there
have been a lot of Sunday arat-
inee a l l -ages  shows a t  Joe fs
Star Lounge, with ouE-of-town
b a n d s  l i k e  t h e  F . U . r s  a n d  G . I . f s "
ann Arbor is also popping up
wich  l t s  own loca l  bands ,  such
as The State and Sudden Death.
And there are tons of k ids in
Ann Arbor.

Chr is  B .
Channel 3 - Afteg_-.lLtre L:LgbEs Go
9c! LP

Thls album is proof that IA
punk is st i l l  a l lve and kicklng.
I t rs  fas t  (buE not  so  fas t  tha t
i t rs  bor ing) ,  tunefu l  and t lgh t .
The guitar ltcks and back-up
vocals nake the songs very catchy
and memorable. Some of the best
are ' rNo Loverr,  "After the Lights
Go Out r ' ,  "Can ' t  A f fo rd  l t t ' ,  and
t ' I  Don't  Know." These are part l -
cu la r ly  we l l -cons t ruc ted  and
melod ica l l y  r i ch .  Lyr ics  a re
choughtful  and wi l I  sustain your
in te res t .  Espec ia l l y  wor thy  is
I t I  |  11 Take My Clrances. t '





New York City Scene

Lots of hardcore bands, as
there  are  in  any  U.S.  c i t y  these
days. Some of i t  strong, worth-
wh i le ,  and exe i t ing  as  he l l .  The
Mob gig alot and are al l -out
thrash rdi th wicked lead guitar.
They have thelr own label, mob-
style records, and have released
the i r  own EP as 'we l l  as  an  EP by
locals Urban Waste, a no-holes-
barred hardcore band. Heart
Attack have f inal ly released their
"Keep Your Distance" EP on Serious
Clown Records. Local skinheads
Cause For Alarm and Agnostic Front
have records coming out.  Beast ie
Boys new EP is scratch style rap
actack and a real blast.  There are
bands here who do not f i t  the nold
of str ict  hardcore, They dont t
play at the hardcore gigs, yet they
are  JusE as  s t rong and essent ia l
nusical ly and social ly.  They are
not rrdowntown art  rock.rr  They are
young bands who are almost llke a
cross between Throbbing Grist le
and Black Flag. These bands are
Sonic Youth, Swans, Rat At Rat R,
and on a more rock and rollish
level,  Bag People. Soni.c Youth has
just come back frorn a two-month
tour of.Europe and has a new LP
out cal led Confusion Is Sex on
Neutral Records. Swans have a new
LP set tp be released any day on
Neut ra l  Records  ca l led  F i l th .
There are loEs of bands here and
the scene is more al ive since i t
has been

There are lots of bands here and
the scene is more al ive and exci t . -
ing  than i t  has  been s ince  L977-78.
There's an audience for every type
of music here. The infamous big-
c l ty  snob a t t i tudc  s t i l l  ex is ts  and
always wi l l .  So wi l l  the cr ime and
the gr ime. I t 's very intense and
can be dangerous to a personr s
physical  and mental  health.  l le
have big clubs here l ike Danceter ia
and Peppermint Lounge that are run
by fat-cat corporate types. The
k ing  o f  them a l l  l s  Eh is  c lub
cal led The Ritz.  This is where
New York bands are supposed to want

to  p lay .  Th is  i s  success .  A  wr i te -
up in The Vlllage Voice by Robert
Chr is tgau ls  success .  Fuck  i t .
There is a new scene of awareness
in l {YC. From the horr i f f ic/beaut l-
ful sledgehamer sounds of Swans
to the ki lLer hardcore of l fusphyrs
Law, we have no asplratlons t,o
thatrrsuccesst ' .  New York ls not the
Bush Tetras, ESG, Llquid Liquid,
Konk, Lounge Lizards, The Raybeats,
or Polyrock. l.Ie do not look up to
their  success: ! i le are part  of  the
new American underground. Thls is
nothing personal against those
bands or  the i r  mus ic r i t  i s  Jus t
their  posi t ion on the so-cal led new
rirave scene here. Let l t  d ie.

We need more fanzines here.
When a fanzine does appear i t  is
usualty a strLct punk/hardcore mag
like Bis Takeover or g!g_g!El.
K i l le r  Ls  a  z ine  tha t  c rosses  a l l
realms of music;  f ron Black Flag
to  SPK to  Necrose to  Zrev  to
Mtnutemen to Negatlve Approach to
Sonic Youth to Saccharine Trust
to Glenn Branca to Sulcldal
Tendencies to GI to the Meat pup-
pets ,  e tc ,  That rs  the  rea l  sce i le
ne want to cul t ivate: the real

t ie - in ,  Lhe rea l  c rossover .  I t  i s
serious and fun and it, most lm-
Portant ly,  bypasses the typical
rules of "how to make i t . rr  Honesty,
inteLl igence, fervor,  and genulne
concern can overcome all the stu-
pid-ass bul lshi t  that t r ips up ar
un i f ied  scenes.  OK,  I r11  s top
being preachy and ldeal ist ic.  New
York is too big for lts own good.

9Ebe'
CBGB - The best place to see a
band. Good sound systen and good
atmosphere. No money to be made,
though. They take a lot for Chem-
selves and you get almost less
than half che door. If you are
touring through or are part of a
booking agency, you can probably
gec a guaranteeo



A7 - Tlny hole of a Place where,

Nlf hardcore has cultlvated ltself'

Crappy sound and vlsuals, but cool

traniblt. Jazzrreggae and pop bands

play durtng the veek. The Punks
get the weekend. l t  ls baslcal lY

their  c lub.

S. I .  N. Club - Stands for SafetY
tn Ntnbers. Located ln probably
the most dangerous part of Lower
Manhattan. lJell not so rnuch dan-
gerous as sleezy and drug/depra-
vtty/depresslon lnfested. Supports
all local. bands, The guys who run
lt  donrt  make a cent;  al l  lncorne
goes to rhe bands.

Folk Clty - AlwaYs folk, but on
Wednesdays they have local and
tourl.ng bands PlaY. Cool and real
cheap. Good place to PlaY. Not too
rnuch punk, but theY do have lcat
Puppets, Husker Du' MlnuteDen'
Style Thlngs. TheY frown on slan-
dancing. The club ls an tnstltu-
tion with Bob DYlan Pbotos circa
1953 on the wall and shlt.

Danceterta - Retarded' fashionlte'
douchebag of a club. A band is not
the maln event as there are three
floors of disco, vldeo stuPidlty
and flashlng llghts. If You glg
there, you can make sme good
Doney, though. PeoPle do check
you out.

Pepperul.nt Iounge - Same deal as
Danceteriai even lJorse.

The Rltz - Sa,me deal as PePPerutnt;
even worge than that.

Botto'n Llne - Showcase for up-and-
corrlng najor bands. StuPid.

Reggae tounge - Nice
You can rent lt for a
Kennedys dl.d.

Negrll - Pretty cook
The cool underground
play there,

Reggae club.
show; Dead

reggae club.
reggae people

The Pyrarnld - Surall club around the
corner from 47. Total ly opposite
f rom 47.  S ty l i sh ,  e l i t l s t ,  lo ts  o f
fairy boys and transvestites klnd
of thing. Nothing agatnst that,
i t t s  amus lng ,  bu t  the i r  eL l t i s t
people-plcktng pol lcy ls eI gross-
out. Bands do play there on Satur-
day nights and can make good moneY.

Great Gul ldersleeves - Heavy
metal  Jock rock bar.  Sunday nights
feature great hardcore bands wlth
the more well-known names, such as
Black Flag, Circle Jerks, l l lnor
Threat.

Bands:
Urban Waste - hardcore
The llob - hardcore
Hurphys Law - fun, fun, fun, hard-

core
Kraut - punk/nelodic/thrash
Swans - brutal ,  evi l ,  loud, uglY
Healttr Hen - welrd, quirky
Bag People - sleazy grunge rock
Sonlc Youth - hard edged, manic,

tntense, experinental
Even Worse - punk stalhtarts
Heart Attack - punk, hardcore
The Ordinalres - instrumental,

weird blg band & rock hybrid
UT - 3 gir ls,  incredible dr lv ing

guitars kind of scarey yet
beaut l ful ,  s incerely dLfferent,
loud

Don King - reulnants of Mars and
Arto Lindsays (DM) brother;
urban paranoia weird jazz-llke

Toy Kl.llers - personnel changes
but i t rs usual ly Arto and Mark

Agnostlc Front - hardcore
Armed Citizenq - hardcore
Ultravlolence - hardcore
Cause For Alarn - hardcore
Nlhl l ist ics -  hardcore
llofungo - politically aware Beef-

heart influenced band
Ism - hardcore
I.S.M. -  El l iot  Sharp'  uanic
Carbon - Elliot and J. Kane on

drtrns
No Control - hardcore
Stfunulators - punk
Bad Brains - punk, reggae
The Abused - herdcore

I

;
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Reagan Youth - punk, hardcore pol-
i  t r i .cal  edge

Beast ie Boys - goodt ime, rap hard-
core

Young & Use less  -  s t i l l  toge ther?
so bad theyrre good

Fal.se Prophet,s - punk with a thea-
tr ical  element

Bitt'er Uproar - hardcore
Gilligans Revenge - hardcore skate-

rockers
ltistaken Identity - odd punk-crazed

Frontline - hardcore
Antidote - hardcore
Liquid Liquid -  percussive dance

band
ESG - same Ehing
Hose - sloppy hardcore punk Flip-

per- l ike thang
Raybeats -  surf  c i ty
Bush Tetras - rock, g,reat guitar
Urban Bl ight -  letrs dance
Kingpins - rockabilly
Run D.M.C. -  great rap
Live Skul l  -  Dark, odd, drone
Body - members of Live Skul l ,

more di f ferent
Sex In Miami - odd rockers
Ned Sublette -  twisted country

and western
Leruny Caution - dance wave
liode IQ - nerd wave
Baby Boon - odd stuff
The Dots - pop

Thurston Moore

Faith -  JPA - Minor Threat aE 9:30

Faith opened the shon with a
good t igh t  se t .  I t rs  ge t t ing  so
whenever Falth playsr you can be
assured theyr 11 del iver a power-
packed se t .

Jody l 'oster 's Army was next,
and they were great. They played
both fast, thrashy and slower,
more melodic tunes. Songs 1lke
"BaJa" and "Be8ch Blanket Bong-
outrr  real ly got the crowd rockinr.

Then, to top i t  al l  of f ,  out
came llinor Threat. They were,
as usual,  fantast ic.  Minor Tlrreat
has co be one of the best bands to
see live in the whole country. The
place erupted when they played

songs from the new LP, such as
"Look Back and Laughtt, ilBetrayrl

and 'rlt Fotlows.r' But everyone
rilent crazy when they played sooe
of their  older htts l lke "Out of
Steprr,  rrScreaning at a WaIlrr ,
and the lnfamous ttln My Eyeg.rt

Plainly and sinpty, the great
tunes, Ianrs stage ant lcs, and
the never-endlng lnvolvement
of ehe crowd made for an excep-
tlonal show.
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