


Lrh Whit dld you lhlnh ofyour rh0try lh! othrr
nlghl wllh J6oor Addlctlon?
ToEr Nol bndt e lllilo unln.plrcd,I donttlhlnk
w. r.rc rsbotsgQ4 th.l wn. n1y lnlilql thoulhl'
but I thlEt lt war ih. conblnsllon of total In.
.Dtlludo rrd botl Urnln& I don't Lnor lf you
eould selusllt so€ wbnl wa. tolnt on, Tho

noEllor pcoplo aelunlly hli th. bo6t{, Wo dld
thlc klEd of iound ehoelr md ih.y got lho
monllor ntli rlght but thGn whcn v. plqyQd lh.
.ounrl warJult complohly mhcd nron&
KrkrWhot cnughi rnc by.urprlro wsr lhnt you
guys ployGd a lot of upb€lt rtufl s! oPpo&d lo
yolu rccorfu whlch oro n lllll€.!owor.

pcoplcr rlylgr .nd whoru va t{!ro Bolrg .i ihol
polnt ln tln1o,
Ethcnt Wh{t heFponcd to JlDIarl
Tomr Jomar wgnt lo lehool' ho vont btrck io
.tudy nrqthemotle.,
Krlu T.ll u! oltoul €a.olln€ rceofd!? whBt
sboul llornorlGnd?

Rlrh Ar opporcd to
rrPolltrrcllonr'?

lck No, "Porl lrrc.

t lon" waa praatt
upbloL"
Rlchr Thot 'r  crur.
that'. &ll w. playGd
wor I'Posllrrcllon" and
tha nawar rotrgs.. lhc
hmDos hav. d.llnlt ly
b!G!r plcklng up on
tvlty lccord, avan
bclorG "Du!hd".

Tor La.l nlghl w.
plny.d tnLe'a3 fort ag
wc rpcorded tha 8oDgs.
Rlch! w. consbGntly
ploy trhln8s fest r llvc.
Iflhcrcts any lrcnd lats
deftnttcly .peed. Hlgh
rp.Gdl
Tomr ll'd nollllt watra
shooalng lo br onc of
th. laslcst brnd!
.round, lt'B Jurt what
rulh th. mf,llrlalb.sl
W.'r.  . i l l l  pr.1ty
muchplnylnStrsmuch
rs pos8lbl. wllh .x.
llem.3. Whcn wc do
slow lhlnS! th.y do
tend lo bc 6low.n E]van
on  somc lh lng  l l k c
"Crl€U' whcre Thnlh
do.B th. Clorincl on
our so callcd etharhl
numbcr. Thot'8 8oma.
thln8 w. l.nd lo do
faBtcr llv., bul lhri
song cantt ba deck d
oul, or as th. 8uy from
Spln pulE lt "tolrlly

b6rbltu6t d".
Nrk! Do you thlnk th.
mcmbcr chnng.s had
anylhlng 10 do vllh
thnt?
Tom: Oh y.[h rurc. I
mean all lha way frorn
vh .n  R l . h  i l a t t . d
pltrylng wlth us.., ll's
llk... wcll, lhc dlr.c.
tlon wls h||ppcnln8
anlwoy, I a war mora of
. roclln' lhlng hnp'
p.nln& you knoq lt
waB a maatlng ol four

Tornr llomcrt.ed rllll .rl8ls es fnr !! I know",
wdrc not r.nlly ellow.d lo rsy snythln8 bnd
lboua ihrm.,
Tholto! W.'$ dlopplnt all the bulllhli rltha
h.r., W.'rr not tolklng aboui ll Wo dld lwo .on.
lract! wlth thcrlr and w. llnhhed th€tn, now
v.'rr dolng Bomclhln8.lrc.
N! Ilorv rnory rccorfu dld you do wlth Hom.s.
h.d?
Tom Th. two 12 lnchs, one Uv. hlbum snd
lhrt. lt[dlo albumB. Thcn I'Porlfrhctton 

 

ond
isnufter" wllh Carolln.. Cnrolhe .re nmru ln&
It'i llk . r.el lab.l.
Thalld! Th.y call u! up oll lh.llme.It'r almost
troo 8ood ta bc tru.. Thc p€opl. ahqt rvork lh.rc
nralust so nlae, whla I mefln ls you coll tham
for buBlnass 6nd theytr. llka "Hov ora you
dolng?". Il's wclrd.
Alr Ir thl. bdrlcslly a club tour ployllr8 phces
of.bout (hls slte (200 people)?
Tomr Thls tour lsJusi anywhere. We Bccm to
pr|t oursclves ln othcr pcoplcs hnn&. Wh|rt
rvar re.ms rlghl Llk. In FrlBco wett€ Plnylng ln .
r hrge club tha l.lrorn Thls ls an.rdmple of
a thr.. day p.rlod: thc n.rf day we arc ploylng
ln ! rccord stoJe lh Utth' thc nlght !ftGt thal
we'r. playlng a 3000 s.ol opcn nmphllhc|Ilcr
wlth Fkhbonc.
Krk Doyou llke playlngwlth abtnd llk€ Flsh.
bona?
Rlcht lt's rcllly absurdl
Tom! Ilts Bood to help us aross ovcr wl(h our
audlanca.
Al!Wcr.n'lyou supposed to play "ChbWlthNo

Namd'?
Tom: Yctrh, wa 6tlll doh't know qullewhnl htlp-
p.ned, lts..nls Ilk. lh.rcwas o pollllcsl dlsp|lh
bclw.cn Dnla of C.W.N.N. and our booklng
agcnl and v! wer. aorl of cnughl ln th. tnlddle.
Krk! IIor" dld the show &a thc Screom go lnsl
yaar?
Tom: Oh but renlly lhe only L,{. show wc
phy.d lhtrt wcnl ovcr well was ahc Al'B Bor
rhon I thlnk thll show wenl reolly wcll In
tlnt|r ol f.elln& Thc flrst tlnrc wc pldycd LA
nrc at Club Llngcrlc whlch Is o bonlfldc dlB-
islcr, lt's llk th. Cal Club In Ncw Yorlg ll's a
muslc buslne8s showcrsc " 50 yc[r old rccord
compnny guys wllh whlle Ehoc8 nud bt8 b.lG
wlth 16y.rr old Blrh 2 lcct taller lhon thcnrond
100 pountu llghl4r. So N's Bnr wns good for us,
th. Scr.am Clubwa8.v.n b.1l.n butthdlwhole
8olhlc, tloom doom strtl lB so 6lrong there,
Th.rt.r. som. bguld.d pcoplc. Llkc thnl
guy thol wrolc thna Spln rcvlcv, nolhlnS c6n b.
lurther from th. lruth... W.'ve b.en lourlng
aver slncc thtra lasl Scraan shov. Thotwas a2



rnonlh iolr'' rv! iook lGrc lhsn f, monlh olf aRd
voni io EuroEo lor 6 or t wool€' look 10 dlt olf
end norv f,t'ro dolr{ lhh,
Krk Wharr docr l.lordln8 como ln?
Mirk It dor.n't
Tholl$ W. htrv.n t don! rnylhlng, oeiuolly w.
dld e John P..l.e..lon for lhG compllaflon

lirrtlt{ to 8ct bchlnd ru rnd sotrro pooph wor.
rbrllr{ io bW our rosord!' lho El|gllrh pro8t
v!r. lolng rr|ry. lt v|r llke Il you hnd I drum'
nrrl lhel vrr two .lrlktr ryolnrl you' rnd llyou
hld o.lllnrl Inrlrunanb thtB you had !0 hli
thlm vllh aooh, Thr tocl lhnl Llv. g*ull {'er
pllylngtndltloral lmtrulnontrrvlth tr6dltlon.

lvan lrord tb,! l  dldl ' t  {onrs rtp l" l lh 0
|chlrotrluoul! p.odx(,|. I)ruorn!{r ,\ Drunl"
mcr D,,,
Krk IIow do you llk6 'l'hflli0 0s oploFed to
Mnrty?
Tomt Samo Elmllarl lht whra l ' lnr l l& l l ! ' r t
shrl€d tlnglng wllh u!, 'lhalllts voi(c {&u bB

Tornr Th. lnaln Droblcrnwlth lo{rlng l. thst dl
lh. rumor. you h.ir .t! (ru.. P8ychologle.lly
you btcoma lG!! ih.n hum{n .nd lhcrs'. no
ttrn to rrlb .a lll whl.h lr ! r6.lly for u$ I
maan ahb bartd h0! navar Gv.n lourad and
patva alwayr pua oul ! rccord a yain So nort fo!
tho nrri tlm. rrr'r. tourlng llkc non.rtop.
KrIt Arc you naklng moncy olf the tours?
Tornl W.'r! bt.qhlnl .v.n, ll wc llrtd In
Alhcn!, G.oBlq w.rd h.v. tlrr moncy 10 p8y lor
our bllk, bua wc'ra llelng In N.w York so rv.'ve

8ot .xp.ru.! up ih. 8E3.
Al! I! th. tourlng paylng off as lar as you gel.
1tn8 ! blgScr oudl.nc. ev€ry llm. yoo *o bach
soma Place?
Thill$ WG hrvcD't plsyed lhnl nnrny of lhc
somc chbs Bo llt8 hrrd to tcll,
Tonr! ln Bom. pl.cc6ll docs lookllkc lt's p$ylng
olf rnd olhcrs 11B..mB ihc lc66l littlc thlng con
mednlhadlllercnccbctweena rcdlly graolghow .
and a show phy€d In fronl of 10 pcople. Thls
tlm. w. hav.n't had thna nr$ny lulls' lhc l!8a
aour wG dld hrv. a low attcndtncc. lt wn8 odd'
rv. play.d a clty llk€ Scnatle whcr. lhe llnre
bcfor. wc dld 6 sho\r wllh Sonlc Youth ond lt
ras r whole ndorlng crorvd scrennrlng for cn"
corcs and...
Thaliar Lttcjust s{y w.tre not avqn golngbock
lhls llmc.
Tom! Th.rG mlghi hav. bocn 40 or 50 pcoplc
lh. B.cond llm.wG phyed. Therc's rlwny8 thls
.rcu6c rwcll, t[G hsd flv. or 6ba murderr down
h.r. l6sa w..ld' or ll'. r0lnlng or l1's flnols
wcak..
Krk! Ev.ryalm. I rcad $n lrlkl. {boul Llv.
Skull lt nlrnllons SonlcYoulh.IIow doyo$ fool
aboot thof?
Torn! WGll JouJusl dld lt ag n,..
Th6ll6r Evcryon. Seis comp$.d tosonelhlnS.
Tom: Al thls polnl ycah.
Thnlhr I1'r llkc avaryon.'s hc&rd ol Sonlc
Youth so lfyou wsnt to dlscrlbc r bond that's
hard 1o d.scrlbc thcn the cloocal tnosl garcrnl,
ns fn! !! .varyona knowlng Sonlc You(h's
sound, thcy.ompAtt u3 ,0,
Tom: Pcrsorurllt I faal lor as m0nypeople thal
mny pe.k ln curloslly to conrc ond sec Llvo
Skull, la scaras olT {! m6ny peoplc ll not tDorc.
Krk I thlnk lf rnylhlng tha( Sonlc Yo lh
Boundcd llk Llve Sk[ll vhcn they tcleased
"EVOU'.

Ton[ The maln thlng thet klnda slruck me 16
lronlc lboul lh.vhole thlng ls thcwholc nspocl
ol songs. I mcnn wG look lncredlblc flock cspe-
cl0llyfrom ih. Engll8h prcss, I mcancvenlrom
tlr! llr6l fcw yc.rs Llvc Skull wcrc tog.lher,'t3
or aorly'E{, avanwhcn ahc Anrcrlcan lrcgs wos

rl lunln8r,. .  ihr
Englbh plt.. tlpD.d
out th.t would h$o
norc of ll !l rll. ln f.ci
ih.y Inv.nt.d thlt
Lrm ih.l w.t tprrlll.
cally d.dtn.d for u..
whlch lr rrRock.rt".

Whlchbllk lh.rvorrt
ln!ul l .  Thc lronlc
thlng io mc b ll|r ll'r
I io 4 yG.E l.lcr snd
"rcc.lslblllay" li th.
key rvord of lh. ycsn
ll's llk th. b.slr of r
good bond tn l9E9 ls
thc song, whlch ls hov
It sho$ld be, bul llk
nll of s sudd.n lhot'B
nhy pcolle ara opan.
lng lhclr ayas rnd erlr
l lk. vl th "Posltrnc.

llon".
Krk On your muslc
cr.dlts l t  Jurt rByB
"Llve Slull". Hrsn't
th. muBlc chsnS.d rvlt
lha naw band m.m.
bars?
Tomr Y.ah' bul l1'! ahe
trnra proccts.
evaryonawrlGs.l donta
th lnk  wc ' v .  h i d  r
slluollon wh.ta Bomc.
ona hor com. up wllh
Jusl r sotr& IltB nevar
bc.n . thlng wllh u!
whan Bomcona Jusi
ronas ln and 8ay8
"II.y, l.rrn thb".
Krk Wtth r l l  thc
rn.mbor chan8as ls
th. f . . l lng ol lhc
muslc strylnS th.
B .me?  L l kG  w l t h
"Dusl.d" .nd all tho
d l l l c r . n l  pcop lG  I
dldnttknowwhailoax.
p.ct
Tom: Ycoh, lhaa on
ru rP r lBGd  mc .
riDuslcd" wae whcrc
J&mcs Irw ploycd on
on. half  nnd Rlsk
phy.d on lh. olhcr,
I1'8 r.illy odd, ll's orc
of tha few raaords I'va



vcry chrmcleon likc itr some woys and on
'IhEled" when M$r1y sang likc on four
songq Mark sang one song snd Thalia
dtd the reEt, lhere wss lik a common
dcnominalor, s m€clin8 focsl poinl

T'h.!lia hod her owtr sound befotc Sh€
sang in Dan8lmus Birds and Url, tlvo reall,

tresl bands from 80610lr, I thtnk lr look awhllc
lolncorporat hcr ot'n style into Llvc Skull and
lo mtke lh. whole lhl-tr9 crystaltz.' which I

lhink'Tositractloni shorvs.
Krk What happened lo Msrty?
Tom: She wenl lb school She's a liceDsed mrs-
s.use. Actually shc works b N health club in thc_
Upp.r West Sldc. Esscntlolly MarF song ln a
60rl of a llat wsy. Mark spole and I scrcomcd.
Those wcre lh. csscnllalwals. Vocals were us€d
rs more ol s lextural lhtng
mor.lhan sny lyrlcsl conlent
Now wilh Thalh singing
lherets much more lor me.
whcn I plsy I usc lhc vold as
som€lhltrg lo r.acl lo With
Marly ls was Just r constant
and wllh Thslla lhcrc's spon-
hnelty and unpredlclabillly
wblch ts gr.at Espectslty ltve'
wcll even ln lh. sludlo ta's
loosoned up lhe sound sud ls a
d tcr€nt sorl of ch€mistry.
Rlch I cnn work ofiof Thalia s
vocals {s sort of rlfG &nd Marly
*os a lloltcr..,
.ThNIta: Shc wmt lyrlcs with
lh. muslc (boss) so il wrs
togcther, I Just ldnda lislen
snd slng lo chonge,
Krlc Did yoo teel you h6d ao livc up lo her?
Ttslla: No, bccsusc lhe band ryas logether a
long mc, wc get along *ell and I never f€ll loo
oua of ploce. At lllst ll was welrd when theyjust
osked rne to sllg but..
Tom: Th.n shc r.allzed tl's a lot .aster to iusi
slng lhan pIW ln amps snd sluff.
Krk Why ansn't you slnging rs Duch Tom?
Tom: We wanacd to chsnge th€ band a blt snd
lel ihe muslclans bc free to work mor€ wlth
lhcl.lnstrumenls. \
Thalfur: Io me I csn I imagin€ noa wantiriglo
stng. I plsy gultsr loo but to nol stng! I could
n vcr nol slngl
Xrk Adding anolher member didn't bother
you?
Rtch: wc didn a lhink about lt al the time.
Tom: We werc In s slighlly lransitional lime,
Jamcs wes golng back lo school and we had 4
or 5 songs that weren't exrclly logelh€r so lhey
w.r. clo6e lo belng songs. But we hadn'l done
any vocals yet Us[ally lhe vocals come hst but
ln lhis clsc lt rvas,.. no onc nas spproaching lhe
songs al all snd amund lhe ssme lime' w.ll w.
h{d Jusl comc back from Durope where we
hcad the Uzl album ior lbe firsl llme. we were
eclually torn bcff,een various people lo ask lo
sln& Just as a lovc project add r{e mct lhalia.
Al lhc losl few shows we didwilh James lte dls"
c{ss.d lL Ia wasn'l reolly a consclous dcclsion
ao jr|st sln playing wllh €ach olh€r.
Thslia: W€ did tl via msil.
KrkYouwerc talking aboulbeingsluckwilh a
gloom lmage, why do you feel you are
.slcgoriz€d as such?
Ma.Ic wc hay€ a couple of black lealher iack-
a13,
Thsllo: Becans€ we'rc fmm N€lr York
Msrk The name "Llve Skull", lhey relate ll 10
dcslh.

Thalls: I c!tr undcrsland *her. som.onc cln
think lhet wilhout herllng us but I c!tr'l und.r-
stand 3hcm saying thal aft.r lhey'vc hc$id us.
Tom: Thcra ere a few lhlngs thal someonc c{n

hear lhls ot lhal and lhlnL,-

Ihrlts: Thsl muslc ls so dcFtssln& down'
dowtr".. I meen a rnlllion llnes moE dcpftsa-
lng tlran us
Krlc I'Brlngtng Home Tbc Balf' elbum cov.r'
who's ldeawss lhal?

look al lhc quolcs and ifs nol Gv€n &n),_

thlng l wrotc. PcopL slways say "I csn't

und.rchnd you", so hcr€'s lhe lJrlc
sheet sh$t up.
Tom: Espcclally vhcn they alter it in a

w&y lo pmve lhelr polnt One oflhe msin

Fasons foi putllng ln lhat lyrtc sheet wos that

Orerr'6 altays sort ol tn lDLrral kind of con.

sist ncy. On "Posltraclion' a|| $e wordVlyrics

werr wrll|'.'n by ona person snd lhat's the first

ttdc that has happened on any Llvc Skul|
atbue.
AL Do you Iltc ta b.ttcr that way?
Tom: WcU lt rcally wort d..' I rcsd the words
rnd lhcy dontl secm ts a barrier lo me as a lis'
Lncr ond thc ltcrson lhal creal€d thc words. To
mc ll's rt]rlly dircct snd strlppcd down. Tbat's

why thst spln revi€lt rcolly
fickcd mc otl becausc la's lhls
guy talklng ebout this icy
Emoteworld wilh no .motion
M6rk I fecl likc hG dldn'l Gvcn
llstcn to thc rccorq hc was Just
dcLrmtn d lo do what he dld,
Tom: Th.sc ar. not likc Art
School lyrlcs, lhey are words to
son8s.
Rlch: Thcy se€m lo bc morc
wllh lhc mnslc, as much ta I
lik€ thc old lyricq itsccms thcy
wcre harder. Thcy may rnskc
r.aly $cat interGting ICrd-
ln& but lhcy dldn't really rvork
as songs.
Tha[a: My lyrics wer. wrllten
for lhc music, thal's why they

ToE: I wish "Snullcr" had a lyrlc shecl but we
didn'l tra|nl lo makc a blg lhing oul of il' like
here's thc "LYRIC SHEEI!"
Thalla: ThGn we ssl4 "Ira's show lhes. People
who w! I€allt an".
Krlc Vyhsl arc your plans for lhe firlure?
Marls wc'n golng to gel lito lnduslrial.
Tom: Bul w.'rc golng 10 bc sensitiv€ about it
KrL: So alLr lhls lour src you golng to do more
Y/dfiDg?
Tom: Aflcr lhls summer ycall Thrl's lhe ody
time wG have,
Marlc I don t how lf wc can keep dolng these
same songs anyrnol€
Tom: ThGrCs a couple of ncw son8s already.
Onc of th. 3 gull5r songs hov. slrcady bccn
recordcd, Wc moy record again but lhat
debatrble.
Krk What ebout thc Joh-n P.et Scssions?
Tom: The slrndsrds for lhc PGel Sesslons s€.m
lo bc dmppln& but I wss very pleased ond llal-
lered to be on lhem.
Mark Th€ PG.l Sesslons wcrG 8real!
Tbalh: Th€y tnadc me chang€ my lyrLs.
Tom: Th€r. was r couplc of "fucks" ln the n€w
slufi, It easrt'l rlelly Pcel, th. producer snd s
couplc of lhc lechnlclsns lh€re are ell DBC As-
sociE €s.
Krlc If ia's recorded wilh P€€|, il's gohrg lo be
played on lhe radlo, rlght?
Tom: Well, yeah thal's a mqior step. It's g€ts
play€d &bout twic€ unless he rcally likes il'
lh.n..
Thalla: Then lhey save ll for when we gel real-
ty blg so lhen lhey can usa tt
Krlc So tl's nol ltke thal will bG pul oul on a
record ln a monlh?
Tom: Y€lh lljust slls.
Thrllai The BBC owns lhe l5pes, we don'l own
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Tomr Thal was a calls brian, an unftozen ona
actually on lhe covcr. On lhe back lt's frortn
When il's froren lt gels ltke thls glossy coeltng
lhalwasa fresh fm rr
Krk Whst brcWht thst on?
MarL: Maray had lhls dresm of$ braln on nrq
and lhe lrophy ldealust poppcd oul oi nowhcrc.
Tom: Aclually in t rlrs ol lhc albun,I lhtnk a
lol ofpcopl. hcad th.at slbum rfrd ncvcr h.ird
anlhina .lsc from us and thal migbt con
trtbutc to th. doorn/gloom lag that p.oplc
sssocialc us wtth. That recod 1s... ff onythlng
would earn us lhsl iype of repulslton, th! sub-
ject matler was pre(ty painful Il was noa a
p. tcularly good pcriod ia! our ltvcs,
Tholia: Why do wc evcn hsve to exphln why
wCre nol somcthing?
Tom: Todd was maklng $ polnt today thal
ellher you rc ajokc band or you r. Joy Divlslod
and lh€rd6 nothlng in belweeD, If you'r. any

6?c of fceung thlnking hrman beln& you are
going to thlnk snd feel That's why wlth the tiL
l€s of th. songs we lrt lo makc lt obeioug like
"Haircut For Pigs', somc of lhe slulT ls meanl
to be funny. So people can look al lhis and,,.
Thalia: Whenever anyone wrlt€s anylhlng I
think tt tends lo b€ tnspiratlonal and lhose
things arc usually deep and dark lhoughc.
"EverDjunki€s and the depressed n€cd musiC"
thal was what lh. Spln l.vlew seld,
Tom: He kn€w what the ,rolnt 10 lhe review was
even before he wrole it IIe sstd he liked lh€
musIc,
Thalia: Llke he's lnto somelhing tde're nol In
on and I jusl didn'l und€rsland where ll ctme
lronL
Tom: tl's qu€sllonsble whelher ll ls mGanl lo
bc negative.
Tholie: Like when Jou include s lyric shecl wllh
lhc album, how csn you b€ mlsquoted? Bul I


