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Young, enthusiastic, and good looking , Born Against are
a determined lot who produce one fuck of a hellbent

Adam: None of us are goofy.
Dan 0.: When people hear Born Against it immediately

Dan 0.: | would have considered you a political band.
Adam: We have a sense of humor. You should have heard

sound. One of the few current hardcore bands worth  brings ABC to mind. Is there really a heavy level of us on KXLU onthe air not wearing a stitch of clothing.

smelling. Photos by Krk. Coreogra-
phed by Sterling. Interview by Dan 0.
and Krk.

Krk: What's it like hanging out with Dan
07? (0’Mahoney).

Sam: Dan has the ability to make these
colossal noises when he farts. We
were just discussing this.

Adam: | give his English a ten.
Sam: | can produce the smells, but
| can't make the noise.

Adam: His cheeks reverberate.
Sam: Now | know why his dog looks
50 sad.

Krk: It's good to see you have a
sense of humor. On stage you look
like you're gonna break a guitar
over someone's head. You guys
look pretty angry up there.
Everyone: Really!?!

Adam: If things are going bad tech-
nically, we just laugh (sarcastically)
we try to make mean New York
faces!

Sam: | guess we're a lot goofier in
New York.

Adam: Yeah, we're goofy in New
York cause we play for the same
crowd. They know all of our songs
and they're bored shitless... and
we're bored shitless. Ya gotta like
roll on the floor and stuff. It’s good
to roll on the floor no matter where
you are, but you have to do a lot
more in New York because every-
one has seen us so many times,
Krk: Hardcore bands don't usually
appeal to me, butyou guys seem to
pull older influences and seem a lot
more sincere.

Adam: This is the stock answer:
even if our musical sound isn't like
the older bands, we think, if we are
coming off more sincere, we think
it's because the things we share in
common with those bands from
that bygone era, we feel totally out
of place. They felt that way in soci-
ety in general, we feel that way in society in general, but
also within the context of the music.

Sam: These people are a lot more interested in having
friends and being comfortable and not criticizing anyone
and being popular. Our #1 goal in this band is making
really ugly music that normal people will not in anyway
relate to. ==
Adam: Butit's not evenonly that. Our common ground with
some of those older bands might be that... Black Flag were
abunch of skinny losers, whimpy people that practiced in
their basement all the time... we're just the same kind of
people I'd imagine... creepy don't-fit-in type of people.
Krk: How does the whole hatecore thing come in? When |
went to New York | noticed that there were 2 or 3 different
things that were happening in hardcore.  EGEG—_G—u—.
Sam: | don't really understand the hatecore thing except
maybe it's Irying to rationalize being big and aggressive
and stuff. We're aggressive musically - | guess that might
be one faction of it. A lot of people seem to lump the ABC
No Rio crowd into another faction. Although that's been
miss labeled. A lot of people call it the goofy segment. We
have been tagged with that ABC goofy thing - us, Ror-
schach and Citizens Arrest.

ORN AGAI

interaction between club and band?

John: It's just a coincidence, we get booked there.
Adam: We really don't do enough for ABC No Rio. Me and
Javier have beento 3 or 4 of the weekly meetings and every
once in awhile we work the door. But we just don't do
enough. They built a stage, a sound board, they sell a lot
of European records, tapes, zines, they do a lot of interna-
tional hooking up. There's always someone there from
Europe... Spain... We have to get more involved with that
place.

Sam: Probably one of the reasons people have started this
ABC No Rio tag classification is lumping us with bands like
Go! Go! is a good band but is nothing like what we are
doing. They sound different.

Krk: Mike Bullshit?

Adam: Started the place.

Sam: | think a lot of people don't know where we fit in so
they lump us with that ABC classification. Like Adam
said,we don't fitin. We're not a straight edge band... that
sounds really dumb because | know a lot of bands that
don't like to label themselves, but the difference with us is
we have gone consciously out of our way to alienate
ourselves from every possible group.

Sam: There are a lot of
Peace Punk bands in New
York that come off very dry,
very humorless and the
come off inavery dry, very
insulting kind of way. They
don't take their audience
very seriously.

Adam: Not only New York. All
Peace Punk bands in general...
Once a band from New York gets
big elsewhere they just say good
bye to New York. Once the Cro-
mags got big they never played
New York. Youth of Today,
Murphys Law never play New
York. Even Sick of It All... maybe
at the Ritz.

Sam: Once that straight edge
thing collapsed, about a year
ago. In a two or three month
period CBGB's said “Fuck it,
we're not going to do matinees
anymore’’, then Mike Bullshit
started ABC No Rio. There was a
real small percentage of people
that got into hardcore about 5 or
6 years ago... very influenced by
New York. Once all that Revela-
tion stuff crapped out we didn’t
want to start smoking, slicking
our hair back... being into the
whole rock trip a lot of the Reve-
lation bands are into, other
people too. We weren't into the
progression that was offered to
us. We weren't into the Faith No
More - Chili Peppers shitthat was
offered us. We don't want a
ponytail, New Music Seminars
crap. We are into the punk rock
ideals.

Krk: So Dan, how long have
these guys been hanging out
with you?

Dan0.: They gotinlast weekend.
The house smells a lot different.
Javier: The van smelled of road
e ra— trip.

Sam: The neighbors lawn is dying. The van is no longer a
happy place.

Adam: Our drummer was dubbed with a new name. He is
no longer John, he is now Smell.

John: | didn't change my clothes or even shower for 5

days.

Adam: And he slept next to the heater in the van‘
Krk: You really are a political band?

John: That's one of the things I'd say we try to avoid, the
tagof “Political” - the totally humorless aspect of a political
band.

Sam: Yeah, fuck that.
John: You know dead straight faced about everything.
Sam: Some of the most effective political bands that | really
like, which the people in this band can stand, like Crucifix,
Feederz and the Dead Kennedys... the people had such a
brutal biting sense of humor and they used it totally to their
advantage - very effective.

Krk: What do you think of Jello being on Ice T's album?
Sam: That’s the kind of weird | wasn't sure what to think.
Adam: He can do whatever he wants, he's Jello!

Krk: He's flexible. (Haha) How many records do you think
you've sold? Two singles?
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John: Probably a thousand.
Sam: Of the “Eulogy” record that came with my fanzine
“Dear Jesus", that sold a thousand.

R e, we didn't have 2 bass player or a drummer.

Adam: All of our friends thought that we were going to
break up.

Adam: We've probably sold 1300 by
now.

Sam: The EP, which just came out,
which had many many fuck-ups in-
cluding being advertised 4 months in
advance. ]
Adam: We will never dothat again. We [
apologize, we fucked up with the §
pressing plant.

Sam: And the place that made the
covers. The covers were totally
butchered, diarrhea, sucked shit, so
the thing was badly delayed. We have
2000. We only got rid of 300. We got
it the week before we left.

John: “Murders Among Us" we sold
2000 of.

Sam: That's a comp with us and
Nausea, Absolution and Adams old
band, Life's Blood.

Krk: With that many records out, how big of a dent do you
expect to make in the whole punk rock circuit? Expecting
to change the world, what's running thru your heads?
Adam: Not “‘change the world"", just make ‘emthink alittle.
Sam: Being an effective bandis areally weird thing. | know
a lot of bands that have had great things to say but didn't
really make a dent. Then take a band like Youth of Today,
which did have good things to say but almost everything
they were about was a total rehash of things other bands
did. They changed the face of a lot of stuff, for good or bad
that's up to the people’s judgement. They made an
enormous difference in the course of what was going on
inNew York. Morethan once. And Ray is doingit again right
now, inaway that | would definitely call extremely bad, It's
hard to say! People reward stupidity with large sums of
cash. | don't know if they are going to be into what we are
doing because it isn't the same, but more intelligent than a
lot of other things going on right now. Maybe that egotis-
tical...

Adam: | wouldn't go as far as to say it’s more intelligent. It
seems that way to us because we think we're so smart.
Sam: | guess that is a pretty wise ass thing to say..
Adam: Sam is pretty much a wise ass.

Sam: | have a pretty big ego.

Krk: | think that YOT just came along at the right time,
Sam: Some of it is timing.

Krk: Because right now there is a big flood of that straight
edge stuff and none of them are doing shit,

Adam: They also sold an image. If you look at the four of
us there is no image to be sold.

Sam: There is with you. You're covered with tattoos and
you're all grimy!

Adam: Of yeah! But the three of you aren't. There is no
image to Born Against. There is no successful marketing
we could use based on our own actual image. Except for
Javier's bottom which is sweet!

Sam: There is a couple of times when | thought there was
some weird stuff going on timing wise, cause we seem to
have generated a lot of attention by certain issues we talk
about; reproductive rights for women, our opposition to
organized religion. This stuff has been talked about and
talked about but no one is doing it right now. No one is say-
ing “Fuck you" to the Christians, the Moslems. No one in
general is saying that they dislike major labels. Maybe for
that whole thing we got attention. For being extremely loud
mouthed about it when nobody else was,

Adam: It's not necessarily that we were being opportun-
ists. It's just that we felt it was time to be loud mouthed
about these things regardless what point in time it was in
the “scene”.

Krk: So basically, things are going pretty well?

Sam: We're in California! Yeah! We had areally dry spellfor

Krk: How long have you been together? y

Sam: 2 years. The last 6 months have been very produc-
tive. We are very stable right now.

Krk: | never read the lyrics or look at the image/cover. |
listen to it. If | like it, I'll investigate it.

Adam: That's what | do too! There's peace punk bands, |
love what they say but the music doesn’t happen. There's
some Crass albums that just sit there. | thought the cover
was cool, broughtit home, the lyrics are cool, butthe album
sits there.

Sam: The medium really is the message. Hardcore/punk
rockis really athreatening form of music. | mean threaten-
ing in.... not for people to go crazy and turn over cop cars
inthe streets.

Adam: Alhough that would be a great party! SR
Sam: But if you take this home to someone’s parents
they're going to be like “Oh God, this is horrible!” e
Adam: “Are you in a cult?”

Sam: That's a good thing, to make normal people alien-
ated. Normal people need to be pissed on, shocked and
disturbed by this form of music. And yeah, I'l listen to a
record and if it's just boring ass Emo-crap punk retro
garbage then whatever the packaging is... it doesn't mat-
ter...

Dan 0.: You just described a sound there. And that's
totally...
Adam: Youcan't say that Sam... you can say whateveryou
want but | think you have to take it band by band or
individual by individual... you can't say “All that Emo-shit”
because, like | don't want to get redundant... When Kent
McClard (All The Answers fanzine) interviewed us he
asked us about that shit. | was just going to say... he said
that exactsame thing “that Emo-shit”. | would not consider
Embrace or Ignition shit. And he wouldn't either,

Sam: Retro Emo-shit | would say, because | fuckin’ love
Emo, uh, Embrace. (Hahahaha...) There's good Emo and
bad Emo.

Adam: But then again, lan MacKaye or Chris Bald will tell
youthereis no such thing as Emo. (A moment of silence) ..
Krk: Uh, Dan, this is your interview!

Dan 0.: Oh? Itis! I'm kind of surprized, you guys seem to
bevery concerned on whereyou sitinthe hardcore scene.
| figured when you guys got interviewed you would be-
come immediately topical?!

Adam: | agree. It's kind of trivial and stupid. We're just into
it cuz... | think it's a problem we're into that... where we
stand inthe hardcore scene. We can piss so many people
off. Inaway it's probably as stupid as “who can mosh the
hardest.” In a way, pissing people off is good. To make
people think of what they are doing instead of continuing.
There is also a massive rut by becoming too topical. Like
“this song is about... abortion is terrible and abortion

should be free to everyone on the planet. This song is
about world starvation... the cows eat the grain, the kids

“can'teat the grain and everyone starves, that's why no one

should eat meat."

Sam: It's been said a million
times.

Krk: Preaching to the converted...
John: | used to think the same
thingbut | was reading through an
old issue of Endless Struggle
recently, and it just changed my
mind way back. “if punk was
preaching to the converted, then
nobody would be eating  at
McDonalds. Nobody would be
wearing leather.” In that sense,
it's not preaching to the con-
verted.

Adam: Also we must be giving
people too much credit, cuz we,
everyone in the band thinks it's
sort of an insult to try to present a
massivetopicto people, likeworld
starvation, in the space of a 5 song 7*.

Sam: We get weird interviews. Other bands getinterviews
like "Whatwas youtourlike?", we get asked like legislation

and what do you think of the medical industry.
[irecas = Y

Adam: That's cool.

Dan 0.: How much of the mechanics of the band were you
able to bank roll because of the financial state of your
family. You seem to be very against profit motivated
hardcore butyou are in a better position to survive by your
standards...

Adam: The only way we can weasel out of that one is
because | know for afact because I've been into hardcore
and I'm not an ignoramus that they people we might yell
“you scumbag, taking the easy way out” they are in the
same position. We try to help out as many people as we
can.

Sam: Without getting into all of the nitty gritty of it... some
of Vermiform was formed out of an infusion out of a weird
family thing in which | came out with some money. | think
alot of the big punk labels, that’s how they started. That's
how Taang! Records got started. Even though | know
Dischord had their financial problems, alot of the Dischord
people came from families with big bucks. Sadto say, but
hardcore is now a movement of affluent white upper
middle class kids. And some of us have been a part of that

S .1t | don't think that has reduced our effectiveness at all

Again, if you've got money, that's not a bad thing as long
as you use it for the right stuff. Don't be a fuckin’ asshole
with it.

Dan 0.: That helps me with my question. You are in a
position to come from money and move away from it. Do
you really think it is your right to condemn people coming
without money and trying to use music to move towards
money?

Sam: If they are making people eat shit while they're doing
it, then yes. totally!

-
Adam: | was in Life's Blood and nobody had money for

anything. We practiced at Giant Studio which is the worst
studio in New York. It bulges in the ceiling where big drops
of water come down when you're playing stuff. And Life's
Blood did it right, we didn't play the goddamned Ritz. This
quy Dave Stein put out our record on Combined Effort, The
whole thing was totally grass roots and we didn't jerk
anybody around. Some of our equipment sounded like a
wetfart andarusly sink buta ot of people liked Life’s Blood
and the only reason we broke up was personal reasons.
We didn't fail because we ran out of money. You can run
iton faith for along time. If youwantitto work youcanmake
itwork. There are bands out there in New York like Agnostic
Front, none of them even had homes and they were putting
out an album. If you have perseverance, you can do .
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SICK OF IT ALL?
John: Who cares?
Sam: Well worded.
Adam: Let me just give my stock answer. My
stock answer s, that when we went into that
“debate”, ha ha, we thought that there were
not only ground rules for the discussion. buf
that there was a common understanding of
what we were discussin
hardcore, what matters
matters to people. And we couldn’t have
than we were. And when
it's not even understood between the two
partiesthat’re arguing that there’sa common
thing that they’re both #ying fo claim... we
were just on different planets.

John: The mentality of “what makes you so
much better® shouldn’t even have to be
adDressed in the first place.

Javier: If you want to hear what happened,
send a tape to Steve Martin. He'll be glad to
fape it for you. )

Adam: Because they won.

Sam: Yeah, they won, horay! Just like we won

. what makes up
bands and what

been more wron

q

Adam: | believe the final score was 35-13.
MRR: Your music sounds pissed off. Are you
yourselves really that pissed off?

John: In our own suburban kind of way. No, uh,
in comparason with a lot of people we don’t
really have that much to complain about.
Adam: That's a good polint. That’s one of the
big reason | don’t do drugs... because I'don't
have anyexcuseinmylifetoneed anescape.
But also, then you've also a band like
RORSCHACH who are fen times more pissed
than BORN AGAINST and they‘re
mes more suburban than us, So |
don'treally think that all that comes info play.
I've met some really crazy people from
suburbia and some really dull people from the

the ABC No Rio thing, where do yousee ~ "
yourselves in that whole scene
Adam: Probably the biggest, best, most i
powerful band. (chuckles) ;
Javier: Yeah, we're worshipped there.
(laughs)
Adam: No, uh, | think that people look
onus, musically, much inthe same wa
that look at CITIZENS ARREST. | think tha
a lot of people might think that we %
have goodmusic bufthatwe can’tget [
our shit fogether live a lot of fimes.
Sam: Yeah, we've been disgraceful at
some shows.
Adam: And our best friends in CITIZENS
ARREST have been capable of being
an equal disgrace.
John: Don’'t say that!
Adam: No, it’s ok to say that! | mean,
really, sometimes they’'ve been the
best band I've ever seen in my life, but
they dlso... | mean, when we went up
to Canadatheywere almost asbadas

us.

Javier: Uhhhlll. :

Sam: I've NEVER seen a band as bad
as we were that day. That was ene of
the worst sets I've ever seen,

Javier: We're a neat litfle package.
MRR: When you all played at Gilman
Street, Sam said some stuff on stage
before playing about how “the medium is the
message”. Buf as soon as you started playing,
no one could make outa single lyric Sam was
screaming. Explain this.

Adam: That's sllly. That's not “the medium is
the message”, that's *The message Is the
message”. "Medium is the message”™ means -
not to be redundant - doing It yourself, putting
out your own records, booking your own tour,
being involved in all the workings of your own
band. There are so many bands ouf there that
have totally important messages that you
can'tunderstand the words fo. Even FUGAZL...
Javier: (wince)

Adam:... even FUGAZI, who | think have a
whole lotf fo say, you know, when they're up
there screaming it doesn’'t mean that they
don’t have a message. That's why you have
lyric sheets.

Sam: The medium Is ugly music. Music that
most hardcore bands, and I'm using
hardcore in gquotes, don't want to play

sounds
like bulishit. Sounds
like a concert, not a show.
John: As far as promoting your band, It's
important to use the mainstream to your
advanfage.
Sam:; Yeah, alright that's true. | have nothing
against the concept of glcying a show with a
mainstream act like BDP, | would just want fo
make sure that it didn’t turn into a staged.
preplanned event where the bands were
seperated from the audience. And that tends
to be what happens when you involve larger
acts like that. That’s all. A lot of this just
depends on the conduct of the bands,
whether or not they let themselves get used
like that.
MRR: Future plans?
John: Tour until we can’t tour any more.
Javier: We're gonna play the Grand Canyon,
.éohn:Wewon toplay placescalledTal’'s Dart
ar.
f\dcm: Ithink we‘re gonna break up affer the
our.
Javier: So our records can go up In value.
MRR: Anything else?
Javier: Eat lots of beef,
Sam: Eaf beef, read Sports lllusirated, beat up
flag burners, watch *Marrled with Children®
because it's a really funny, infelligent show...
Adam: And remember, vote! Because your
vote counts.

anymore.
Adam: | don’t think that there really are many
hardcore bands anymore. /
John: Our music s there for anybody who
wants It, but it's presented on our own terms.
MRR: There’s a big show coming up in New
York where several hardcore bands are
B}aying with BOOGIE DOWN PRODUCTIONS.
ould you play a bill like that if offered?
Adam:; | think we'd be full of shif If we said that
we wouldn't. I'd just want to make sure thaf ifs
we were ever offered anything like that, that
it was on our own ferms, that the door price
was low, things like that.
Sam: Na, | think it
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